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are indisputably the two most capital Works of Swift. 

Dr. Warton. 
" This important year sent into the world ** Gulli- 
rer's Travels,"* a production so new and so strange, 
tnat it filled the reader with a mingled emotion of mer- 
riment and amazement. It was received with such avi- 
dity, that the price of the first edition was raised before 
t|ie second could be made ; it was read by the high and 
the low, the learned and illiterate. Criticism was for a 
while lost in wonder. No rules of judgment were ap- 
plied to a book written in open defiance of truth and 
regularity. But when distinctions came tol)e made, 
the part which gave least pleasure was that which de- 
scribes the Filling Island^ and that which gave most 
disgust must be the history of the Hmyknhnms. Whilst 
Swift was enjoying the reputation of his new work, the 
news of the king's death arrived, and he kissed the 
hands of the new king and queen three days after their 
accession." Dr. Johnson. 

These voyages are considered as a mere political ro- 
mance ; to correct Vice, by showing its defonnity in op- 
position to Virtue, and to amend the false systems of 
philosophy, by pointing out the errors, and applying sa- 
lutary means to amend them. Orrery. 

* The first part of tliese Traveb appeared October 28, 1726; tin* 
second early ia 1727.— Bishop Alterbury, in a letter from Parb to 
Mr. Morice, December 24, 1726, having seen it advertised, expresses 
his impatience to see it;—" I shall long," he says, "till it is with 
me;" and, March 31, 1727, adds, " I had the first part of Gulliver, 
but not the second; however, it has been sent me here, and I have 
had the pleasure of reading it. Both parts are translating here, 
though the French will not be able to relish the humour of that piece, 
nor understand the meaning of it."— The bishop was perfectly right. 
Neither Gulliver nor John Bull can properly be either relished orua^ 
derstood by our volatile neighbours. Gulliver, however, was imme- 
diately translated by the Abb€ Desfontaincs, and had an extensive 
sale.— See a correspondence on this translation, between the Abb6 
and the Dean, in July and August, 1727. N.. 
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THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER. 

The author of these Travels, Mr. Lemuel GuHivcr, 
is my ancient and intimate friend ; there is likewise some 
relation between us on the mother^s side. About three 
years ago, Mr. Gulliver, growing weary of the concourse 
of curious people coming to him at his house in Redrifi^ 
made a small purchase of land, with a convenient house, 
near Newark, in Nottinghamshire, his native country; 
where he now lives retii-ed, yet in good esteem among his 
neighbours. 

Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Nottinghami^ire, 
where his father dwelt, yet I have heard him say his 
family came from Oxfordshire; to confirm which, I 
have observed in the church yard at Banbury in that 
county, several tombs and monuments of the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted Redriif, he left the custody of the 
following papers in my hands, with the liberty to dispose 
of them as I should think fit. I have carefully perused 
them three times : The style is very plain and simple, 
and the only fault I find is, that the author, after the > 
manner of travellers, is a little too circumstantial. 
There is an air of truth apparent through the whole ; 
and indeed the author was so distinguished for his vera- 
city, that it became-a sort of proverb among his neigh- 
bours at RedriS^ when any one afilrmed a thing, to say, 
^ it was as true as if Mr. Gulliver had spoken it." 

B7 the advice of several worthy persons, to whom 
with the author's permission I communicated these pa- • 
pers, I now venture to send them into the world, hoping 
they may be, at least for some time^ a better entertain- 
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ment to oar young noblemen, than the common scribbks 
of politics and par^. 

This volume would hare been at least twice as lai^ge^ 
if I bad not made bold to strike out innumerable pa^ 
sages relatii^ to the winds and tides, as well as to the 
variations and bearii^ in the several voyages, together 
with the minute descriptions of the maoagement of the 
ship in stonils, in the style of sailors; likewise the ac- 
count of longitudes and latitudes; whereid I have rea- 
son to apprehend, that Mr. Gulliver may be a little dis- 
satisfied : but I was resolved to fitHhe woiii as much as 
pos8S>le to the general capacity of readers. However, 
if my own Ignorance in sea affairs shall have led^ne to 
commit some mistakes, I alone am answerable for them : 
And if any traveller has a curiosity to see the whok 
work at laige, as it came from the hands of the audior, 
I will be ready to gratify him. 

As for any further partictilars relating to the auAor, 
the read^ win receive satit^itotion from the first pages 
«f the book.* 

BICHARD SYMPSON. 
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A LETTER 

9R0U 

CAPTAIN GULLIVER TO HIS COUSIN SYMPSON. 
ITRITTEN IN THE YEAE 1727. 



X HOPE you wiH be ready to own piddkly, vheoever 
you shall be called to it, that by your great and fre- 
g^amA urgency you prevailed on me to publish a very 
loose and incorrect account of my travels, with direction 
to hire some youi^ gentleman (rf* either university to put v 
them in order, and conr^t the style, as my cousin Dam* 
^er did by my advice in his bode called ** A Voyage 
round the World." But I do not remember I gave you 
fawer to consent that any thing should be omitted, and 
much less that any thing should be inserted : therefore^ 
AS to the latter, I do here renounce every thing of that 
kind ; particularly a paragraph about her miyesty Queea 
Anne of most pious and glorious memory ; although C 
^ reverence and esteem her more than any of human 
flpecies. But you, <nr your interpolator, ought to have 
considered, that as it was not my inclination, so was it 
not dec^t to praise any animal of our composition be- 
fore my master Him^hduun : And besides, the fact was 
altogedier false ; finr to my kimwledge, being in England 
4urisg some part of her nu^esty's rdgn, she did govern 
by a chief minister; nay, even^by two successively, the 
OM whereof was the Iiord of Ooddpbin,and the seo^nd 
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6 A LETTER FROM GULLIVER 

the Lord of Oxford; so that you have made me say the 
thmg that was not. Likewise in the account of th^ 
academy of projectors, and several passages of my dis- 
course to my master Hom/knhmn^ you have either 
omitted some material circumstances, or minced or 
changed them in such a manner, that I do hardly know 
my own work. When I formerly hinted to you some- 
thing of this m a letter, you were pleased to answer, 
" That you were afraid of giving ofifence : that people 
in power were very watchful over the press, and apt not 
only to interpret, but to punish every thing which 
looked like an inuendo" (as I think you call it.) But, 
pray, how coidd that which I spoke so many years ago, 
and at above five thousand leagues distance, in another 
reign, be applied to any of the Yahoos^ who now are 
jsaid to govern the herd ; especially at a time when I 
little thought, or feared, the unhappiness of living under 
them ? Have not I the most reason to complain, when I 
see these very Yahoos carried by Houyhnhnms in a ve- 
hicle, as if' they were bmtes, and those the rational 
creatures? And indeed, to avoid so monstrous and de- 
testable a sight was one pi*incipal motive of my retire- 
ment hither^ 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in relation 
to yourself, and to the trust I reposed in you. 

I do in the next place complain of my own great want 
of judgment, in being prevailed upon by the entreaties 
and false reasonings of you and feome others, very much 
against my own opinion to sufifer my travels to be pub- 
lished. Pray bring to your mind how often I desired 
ycRi to consider, when you insisted on the motive of 
pul^ic good, that the Yahoos were a species of animak 
utterly incapable of amendment by precepts ot exam- 
ple : and so it has proved ; for, instead of seeing a full 
Utop put to all abuses and corruptions, at least in this 
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TO HIS COUSIN SYMPSON. 7 ^ 

little island, as I had reason to expect ; behold, after 
above six months learning, I cannot learn that mj 
book has produced one single effect according to my in- 
tentions. I desired you would let me know, by a let- 
ter, when party and faction were extinguished ; judges 
learned and upright ; pleaders honest and modest, with 
some tincture of common sense, and Smitbfield blazing 
with pyramids of law books; the young nobility's edu. 
cation entirely changed ; the physicians banished ; 
the female Yahoos abounding in virtue, honour, truth, 
and good sense ; courts and levees of great ministers 
thoroughly weeded and swept ; wit, merit, and learning 
rewarded ; all disgracers of the press in prose and verse 
condemned to eat nothing but their own cotton, and 
quench their thirst with their own ink. These, and a 
thousand other reformatipns, I firmly counted upon by 
your encouragement ,• as indeed they were plainly dedu- 
cible fiom the precepts delivered in my book. And it 
must be owned, that seven months were a sufficient time 
to correct every vice and folly to which Yahoos are 
subject, if their natures had been capable of the least 
dbposition to virtue or wisdom. Yet, so far have you 
been from answering my expectation in any of your 
letters ; that on the contrary you are loading our car- 
rier every week with libels, and keys, and reflections, 
and memoirs, and second parts ; wherein I see myself 
accused of reflecting upon gi eat state folks ; of degrading 
human nature (for so they have still the confidence to 
style it) and of abusing the female sex. I find likewise, 
that the writers of those bundles are not agreed among 
themselves ; for some of them will not allow me to be 
the author of my own travels ; and others make me 
author of books to which I am wholly a stranger. 

I find likewise that your printer has been so careless 
as to confound the times, and mistake the dates, of my 

Digitized by CjOOQLC 



^ A LETTER FROM CtTLLrVER 

several voyages and returns ; neither assigning tbe true 
year, nor the true month, nor day of the month : and t' 
hear the original manusdipt is all destioyed since the 
publication of my book ; deither have t any copy left ;: 
however, I have sent you some conreetions, which you 
may insert, if ever ther^ should be a second edition : and 
yet I <;annot stand to thetn ; but shall leave that matter 
to my judicious and candid readers to adjust it as they 
please. 

I hear some of our sea Yahoos find fault with my seft 
lai^uage, as not proper in many parts, nor now ia use* 
I cannot help it. In my first voyages, while I was 
young, I waa instructed by the oldest mariners, andi 
kamed to speak as they did. But I have since 
found that the sea Yahoos are apt, like the land ones, to 
become newfangled in their words, which the latter 
change every year ; insomuch, as I remember upon ^acft 
velum to my own country, their old dialeet was so altered^ 
that I could hardly understand the new. And I ob- 
lerve, when any Vahoos come from London out of fmrio- 
sity to visit me at my house, we neither of us me able 
lo deliver our conceptions in a manner intelligible ta 
the other. 

If the censure of the Yahoos could any way afiect 
jne, I should have great reason to complain, that some 
of them are so bold as ta think my book of travels a 
miere fiction out of mine own brain ; and have gone sa 
far m to drop hints, that the Houylmlmms and Yahoos 
have np more existence than the inhabitants of Utopia. 

Indeed I must confess, that as to the people of IAIU0 
fwti Brohdmgrag (for so the word should have been 
spelt, ivad not ^roneously Brobdmgnag) and LapatOi I 
have never yet lieard of any Yahoo so presumptuous as 
to diq[Nite their being, or the facts I have related coo- 
cerdag them; because the truth immediately striken 
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TO HfS COUSIN SYMPSON. 9 

treiy reader with convi^i^lion. And is there less pro- 
bability in my account of the Htniyknknms or Yahoos^ 
when it is manifest as to the latter, there are so many 
Aousands, even in this country, who only differ from 
Iheir brother brutes in Houylmknm-l^n^ because they 
use a sort of jabber, and do not go naked ? I wrote for 
their amendment, and not their approbation. The united 
praise of the whole race would be of less consequence to 
me, Aan the neighing of those two degenerate Hauyhn- 
hnms I keep in my stable ; because fr»m these, degene- 
rate as they are, I still improve in some Tirtues without 
any mixture of vice. 

Bo these miserable animals presume to thbk, that I 
ana so d^enerated as to defend my veracity ? Yahoo 
•8 1 «n, it is well known through all Ibm/hihimUemdi^ 
that, by the instructions and example of my illustrious 
master, I was able in the compass of two years (although 
I confess with the utmost difficulty) to remove that ia- 
femal habit of lying, shuffling deceiving, and equivo- 
cating, so deeply rooted in the very souls of all my spe-^ 
cies; especially the Emropeans. 

I have other complaints to make upon this vexatioul 
occasion; but I forbear troubling myself or you any 
further. I must freely confess, that since my last, some 
corruptions of my Yahoo nature have revived in me by 
conversing with a few of your species^ and particularly 
those of my own family, by an unavoidable necessity; 
else I should never have attempted so absurd a project 
as that of reforming the Yahoo race in this kingdom r 
But I have now done with all such visionary schemes fo& 
ever. 

APRIL 2, 1727. 
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%*# That the original copy of these Travels was altered by the per- 
son through whose hands it was conveyed to the press, is a fact ; but 
the passages of which Mr. Gulliver complains in this letter are to be 
found only in the first editions ; for the Dean having restored the text 
wherever it had been altered, sent the copy to the late Mr. Motte by 
the hands of Mr. Charles Ford. This copy has been exactly followed 
in every subsequent edition, except that printed in Ireland by Mr. 
Faulkner; the editor of which, supposing the Dean to be serious 
when he mentioned the corruptions of dates, and yet finding them 
unaltered, thought fit to alter them himself j there is however scarce 
one of these alterations in which he has not committed a blunder : 
though while he was thus busy in defacing the parts that were perfect^ 
he soffered the accidental blemishes of others to remain. H. 
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CHAP. I. 

Tilt authcr gives same account of himse^andfamhfU 
his first inducements to traveL He is shipwreckeds 
and swims for Ms life; gets strfe on shore in the coun- 
try cf UUiput ; is made a prisoner, and carried up the 
country, _ 

"Mr Father had a small estate in Nottioghamshire; 
I was the third of five sods. He seut me to Emanuel 
college in Cambridge, at fourteen years old, where I re- 

* The LiUipviians of Swift ma^ pass for probable beings, not so 
much because we know that a belief in pigmies was once current in 
the world (for the true ancient pigmy was at least thrice as tall aa 
those whom Gulliver visitedf)but because we 6nd that every circum- 
stance relating to them accords with itself, and their supposed charac- 
ter. It is not the size of the people only that is diminutive j their 
country, seas, ships, and towns, are all io exact pr6portioB ; their 
theological and political principles, their passions, manners, customf, 
and all the parts of their conduct, betray a levity and littleness per- 
i)ectly suitable: and so simple is the whole narration, and apparently 
so artless and sincere, that I should not wonder if it had imposed (as 
1 have been told it has) upon some pemons of no contemptible under- 
standing. And some degree of credit may, perhaps, for the same rear- 
son, be doe to the Giantr. Da. Bsattik. 
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sided three years, and applied myself close to my stu- 
dies: but the charge ofmaintainiDgme, although I had » 
very scanty allowance, being too great for a narrow for- 
tune, I was bound apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an 
eminent surgeon in London, with whom I continued ibur 
years; and my father now and then sending me small 
sums of money, I laid them out in learning navigation, 
and other parts of the mathematics, useful to those who 
intend to travel, as I always believed it would be, some 
time or other, my fortune to do. When I left Mr. Bates, 
I went down to my father ; where,^ by the assistance of 
him and my uncle John, and some other relations, I got 
forty pounds, and a promise of thirty pounds a year to 
maintain me at Leyden ; there I studied physic two 
years and seven months, knowing it would be useful in 
long voyages. 

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was recomr 
vieoded by my good master, Mr. Bates, to be suigeoo to 
the Swallow, Captain Abraham Pamidl, commaoder : 
with whom I continued three years and a hal^ making a 
voyage or two into the Levant, and some other parts. 
When I came back I resolved to settle in London ; to 
which Mr. Bates, ngr master, encouraged me, and by 
him I was i*econ9mended to several patients. I took 
part of a small house in the Old Jewry ; and being ad- 
vised to alter my condition, I married Miss Mary Bur- 
ton, second daughter to Mr. Edmund Burton, hosier, in 
Newgate-street, with w^m I received four hundred 
pounds for a portion* 

' But my good master Bates dying in two years after, 
tmd I having few friends, my business began to fail ; for 
my conscience would not suffer me to imitate the bad 
practice of too many among my brethren. Having 
therefore consulted with my wife, and some of my ac- 
quaintance, X determined to go again to sea« I was sur*^ 
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, lieMisticcesnydy ia two sbips, and made several T^^agei^ 
for six years, to the East and West Indies \sj which I 
gpt some addition to my fortune. My hours of leisure I 
spent in reading the best authors, ancient and modeiE^ 
being always provided with a good number of bodn; 
and when I was ashore, in observing the manners and 
dispositions of the people, as well as learning their laiv 
guage; wherein t had a great facility, by the strength of 
my memory. 

The last of these voyages not proving very fortunate^ 
I grew weary of the sea, and intended to stay at home 
with mj wife and family. I removed from the Old Jew- 
ry to Fetter-lane, and from thence to Wappiog, hiding 
to get business among the sailors, but it would not turn 
to account After three years' expectation that things 
would mend, I accepted an advantageous offer from Cap- 
tain William Prichard, master df the Antelope, who was 
making a voyage to the South Sea. We set sail firoa 
Aristol, May 4, I (J99, and our voyage at first was very 
^prosperous. 

It would not be proper, for some reasons, to trouble the 
reader with the particulars of our adventures in those 
seas; let it suffice to inform him, that in our passage from 
thence to the East Indies, we were driven by a violent 
storm to the north-west of Van Diemen's Land. By an 
observation, we found ourselves in the latitude of 30 de- 
grees 2 minutes south. Twelve of our crew were dead 
by immoderate labour and ill food ; the rest were in a 
very weak condition. On the 5th of November, which 
was the beginning of summer in those parts, the weather 
being very hazy, the seamen spied a rock within half a 
cable's length of the ship ; but the wind was so strong, 
that we were driven directly upon it, and immediately 
split. Six of the crew, of whom I was one, having let 
down the boat into the sea, made a shift to get clear of 
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the ship and the rock. We rowed, by mj computatioD, 
about iliree leagues, till we were able to work no longer, 
being already spent with labour while we were in the 
ship. We therefore trusted ourselves to the mercy of the 
waves, and in about half an hour the l)oat was overset 
by a sudden flurry from the north. What became of my 
companions in the boat, as well as of those who escaped 
on the rock, or were left in the vessel, I cannot tell; but 
conclude they were all lost For my own part, I swam 
as fortune directed me, and was pushed forward by wind 
and tide. I often let my legs drop, and could teel no 
bottom ; but when I was almost gone, and able to strug- 
gle no longer, I found myself within my depth ; and by 
this time the storm was much abated. The declivity 
was so small, that I walked near a mile before I got to 
the shore, which I conjectured was about eight o^clock 
in the evening. I then advanced forward near half a 
mile, but could not discover any sign of houses or inha- 
bitants ; at least I was in so weak a condition, that I did 
not observe them. I was extremely tired, and with that, 
and the heat of the weather, and about half a pint of 
brandy that I drank as I left the ship, I found myself 
much icdined to sleep. I lay down on the grass, which 
was very short and soft, where I slept sounder than ever 
I remember to have done in my life, and, as 1 reckoned, 
•about nine hours ; for when I awaked, it was just day- 
light. I atteotpted to rise, but was not able to stir : for 
as I happened to lie on my back, I found my arms and 
legs were strongly fastened on each side to the ground ; 
and my hair, which was long and tliick, tied do\Tn iu 
the same manner. I likewise felt several slender liga- 
tures across my body, from my arm-pits to my thighs. I 
could only look upward, the sun began to grow hot, and 
the light offended my eyes. I heard a confused noise 
about me; but in the posture I lay, could see nothing 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. 15 

except the sky. Jo a little time I felt something alive 
moving on my left leg, which advancing gently forward 
over my breast, came almost up to my chin ; when bend- 
ing my eyes downward as mudi as I could, I perceived 
it to be a human creature not six inches high, with a bow 
and arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his back. In 
the mean time, I felt at least forty more of the same kibd 
(as I conjectured) following the first. I was in the ut- 
most astonishmeot, and roared so loud, that they all ran 
back in a fright; and some of them, as I was afterward 
. told, were hurt with the falls they got by leaping from 
my sides upon the ground. However, they soon retuni- 
ed, and one of them, who ventured so far as to get a full 
; sight of my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of 
admiration, cried out in a shrill but distinct voice htki» 
nah degtU : the others repeated the same words several 
times, but I then knew not what they meant. I lay all 
this while, as the reader may believe, in great uneasi- 
ness ; at length, struggling to get loose, I had the fortune 
to break the stringv, and wircoeh out the pegs thatjast- 
ened my left arm to the ground ; for, by lifting it up to 
my face, I discovered the methods they had taken to bind 
me, and at the same time with a violent pull, which gave 
. me excessive pain, I a little loosened the strings that 
tied down my hair on the left side, so that I was just 
able to turn my head about two inches. But the crea- 
tures ran off a second time, before I could seize tliem; 
whereupon there was a great shout in a very shrill ac- 
cent, and after it ceased I heard one of them cry aloud, 
tdgo phonac ; when in an instant I felt above a hundred 
arrows discharged on my left hand, which pricked me 
like so many needles; and besides, they shot another 
flight into the air, as we do bombs in Europe, whereof 
many, I suppose, fell on my body, (thougli I felt them 
not) and some on my face, which I immediately cov^- 
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jed with my left haod. Wheo this shower of arrowv 
was oYer, I fell a groaniog widi grief and pain, and thea 
striving again to get loose, they discharged another vcd* 
ley larger than the first, and some of them attempted with 
epears to stick me in the sides; Wt by good luck I had 
4m me a buff jerkin, which they could not pierce. I 
thought it the ipost prudent method to He still, and my 
design was to continue so till n^t, when, my left hand 
being already loose, I could easily free myself: and as 
far the iiAalntants, I had reason to belicTe I might be a 
match for the greatest army they could bring against me» 
if they were^all of the same size with him that I saw. 
But fortune disposed otherwise of roe. .When the peo{de 
observed I was quiet they disdiaiged no more arrows; 
but by the noise I heard/ 1 knew their numbers increas- 
ed ; and about four yards from me, overs^iuBt my right 
ear, I heard a knocking for above an hour, like that of 
people at work; when turning my head that way, as 
well as the pegs and strings would pei-mit me, I saw a 
stage erected adiout a foot and a half fimm the ground, 
capable of holding four of the inhabitants, with two or 
three ladders to mount it : from whence one of them, 
who seemed to be a person of quality, made me a long 
speech, whereof I understood not one syllable. But I 
should have mentioned, that before the principal person 
began his oration, he cried out three times, langro dekul 
son; (these words and the fprmer were afterwards re* 
peated and explained to me.) Whereupon, immediate* 
ly about fifty of the inhabitants came and cut the strings 
that fastened the left side of my head, which <gave me 
die liberty of turning it to the right, and of observii^ 
the person and gesture of him that was to speak. He 
appeared to be of a middle i^e, and taller than any of 
the other tlnree who attended him, whereof one was a 
page that held up his train, and seemed to be somewhat 
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longer thitn my middle fioger; the other two stood one 
OD each side to support hltn. He acted every part of an 
orator, and T could observe many periods of threaten- 
Ings, and others of promises, pity, and kindness. I ftn* 
swered in a few words, but in the most submissive man* 
tier, lifting up my left hand and both my eyes to the suq, 
as calling him for a witness ; and being almost famished 
with hunger, having not eaten a morsel for some hours 
before I left the ship, I found the demands of nature so 
strong upon me that I could not forbear showing my im- 
patience (periiaps against the strict rules of decency) by 
putting my finger frequently to my mouth, to signify that 
I wanted food. The kurgo (for so they call a great lord, 
as I afterwards learnt) understood me very well. He 
descended from the stage, and commanded that several 
ladders should be applied to my sides, on which above a 
hundred of the inhabitants mounted, and walked towards 
my mouth, laden with baskets ftill of meat, which had 
been provided and sent thither by the king^s orders, up- 
on the first intelligence he received of me. I observed 
there was the flesh of several animals, but could not dis- 
tinguish them by the taste. There were shoulders, legs, 
and loins, shaped like those of mutton, and very well 
dressed, but smaller than the wings of a lark. I eat 
them by two or three at a mouthful, and took three 
loaves at a time, about the bigness of musket buUets. — 
They supplied me as fast as they could, showing a thou- 
sand marks of Wonder and astonishment at my bulk and 
appetite. I then made another sign, that I wanted drink« 
They found by my eating that a small quantity would 
not suffice me ; and being a most ingeuious people, they 
jdung up, with great dexterity, one of their largest hogs- 
heads, then rolled it toward my hand, and beat out the 
top ; I drank it off at a draught, which I might well do, 
for it did not hold half a pint, and tasted like a si^aU 
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ir|ne of Buigundji but much more delicious. Thqr 
brought me a second hogshead, which I draok in the 
same manner, and made signs for more: butthej had 
tione to give me* When I had performed these wonderp, 
they shouted for joy, and danced upon my breast, re« 
peating several times as they did at first, Hekinah deguL 
They made me a sign that I should throw down the 
two hogsheads, but first wamiqg the people below to 
stand out of the way, crying aloud, Barach mevolahi 
and when they saw the vessels in the air, there was a 
universal shout of Hekinah deguL I confess I was often 
tempted, while they were passing backwards and for^ 
wards on my body, to seise forty or fifty, of the first that 
came in my reacli, and dash diem against the ground* 
But the remembrance of what I had felt, which proba* 
bly might not be the worrt they could do^ and the pro> 
m}$e of honour I made them, f(»r so I interpreted my sub- 
missive behaviour, soon drove out these imagioations. 
Besides, I now considered myself as bound by the laws of 
hospitali^, to a people who had treated me with so 
much expense and magnificence. Howeva:^ in my 
thoughts I could not sufficiently wonder at the intrepid^* 
ty of these diminutive mortals, who dutst venture to 
mount and walk upon my body, while one of my hands 
was at liberty, without trembling at the very sight of so 
prodigious a creature as I must appear to tliem. After 
some time, when the/ observed that I made no more de* . 
mands for meat, there appeared before me a person of 
high rank from his imperii majesty* His excellency, 
having mounted on the small of my right 1^, advanced 
forward up to my face, with about a dozen of his retinue. 
And {»roducing his credentials under the signet royal, 
which he applied Close to my eyes, spoke about ten mi- 
nutes without any signs of anger, but with a kind of de- 
terntiuate resolution; often pointing forward, which, as 
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I afterward found, was toward the capital cit^, about 
half a mile distaot; whither it was agreed by Us majes- 
ty in council, that I must be conveyed. I answered in 
few words, but to no purpose, and made a sign with my 
hai^ that was loose, putting it to the other, (but over his 
excellency's head foar fear of hurting him or his train) 
. and then to my own head and body, to signify that I de- 
^red my liberty. It aj^ared th^t he understood me 
wdl enough^ for he shook his head by way of disappro- 
bation, and held his hand in a posture to show ttat I 
must be carried as a prisoner. However, he made other 
signs to let me understand, that I should have meat and 
drink enoc^, and very good treatment. Whereupon I 
once more thought of attempting to break my bonds, but 
again, when I felt the smart of thdr arrows upon my 
foce and hands, which were alLin blisters, and many of 
the darts still sticking in them, and observing likewise 
that the number of my enemies increased, I gave tokens 
to let them know that they might do with me what they 
pleased. Upon this, the kurg0 and his train withdrew, 
with much t^vility and cheerful countenances. Soon af- 
ter I heard a general shout, with frequent repetitions of 
ibe words, Pqalom sdan; and I felt great numbei*s of 
people on my ieft side relaxing the cords to such a de* 
gree, that I wasjible to turn upon my right, and to ease 
myself with making water ; which I very plentiAilly did, 
to the great astonu^ment of the people f who, cdnjectur- 
k^ by my motion what I was going to do^ immediately 
opened to the right and left on that side, to avoid the tor** 
rent, which fell with such noise and violence from me. 
But before this, they had daubed my face and both my 
bands, with a sort of ointment, very pleasant to the smell, 
which, in a few minutes, removed all the smait of their 
arrows. These circumstances, added to the refreshment 
I had received by their victuals and drink, which were 
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very nourishii^, disposed me to sleep. I slept ai|Dut 
eight hours, as I was afterward assured; and it was no 
wonder, for the physicians, by the emperor's order, had 
mingled a sleepy potion in the hogsheads of wine. 

It seems, that upon the first moment I was discovered 
sleeping on the ground, after my landing, the emperor 
had early notice of it by an express; and determined 
in council, that I should be tied in the manner I have 
related; (which was done in the night whHe I riept) 
that plenty of meat and drink should be sent me, and a 
ms^hine prepared to carry me to 4he capital city. 

This resolution perhaps may a^ppear very bdd and 
dangerous, and I am confident would not be imitated 
by any prince in Europe on the like occasion. How* 
ever, in my opinion, it was extremely prudent, as well* 
as generous : for, supporing these people had endeavour- 
ed to kill me with their ^ars and arrows, while I was 
asleep, I should certainly have awaked with the first 
sense of smart, which might so far have roused my rage 
and strength, as to have enabled me to break the strings 
wherewith I was tied; after which, as they were not 
able to make resistance, so they could expect no^nercy. 

These people are most excellent mathematicians, and 
arrived to a great perfection in mechanics, by the coun* 
tenance and encouragement of the emperor, who is a 
renowned patron of learning. Thb prince has several 
nmdiines fixed on wheels, for the carriage of trees and 
other great weights. "Hfi often builds his largest men 
of war, whereof some are nine feet long, in the woods, 
where the timber grows, and has them cairied on these 
engines three or four hundred yards to the sea. Five 
hundred carpenters and engineers were immediately set 
at work to {Ncepare the greatest engine they had. It 
was a frame of wood raised three inches from the 
jgrouad, about seven feet long, and four wide, movii^ 
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upon twenty-two wheels. The shout I heard wag upon 
the arrival of this engine, which it.seems set out in four 
hours after my landing* It was brought parallel to me, 
as I lay. But the principal difficulty was to raise and 
place me in this vehicle. Ei^ty poles, each of one 
foot high, were erected for this purpose, and very strong 
cords, of the bigness of pac)cthread, were fastened bj" 
hooks to many bandages, which the workmen had girt 
round my neck, mj hands, my body, and my legs. 
Nine hundred of th^ strongest men were employed to 
draw up these coids, by many puUies fastened on the 
poles, and thus, in less than three hours, I was raised 
and $luDg into the engine, and there tied fast. All this 
I was told ; for, while the operation was performing, I 
lay in a profound sleep, by the force of that soporiferous 

. medicine infused into my liquor. Fifteen hundred oi 
the emperor's largest horses, each about four inches and 
a half high, were employed to draw me toward the me- 
tropolis, which, as I said, was half a mile distant. 

About four hours after we began our journey, I 
awaked by a very ridiculous accident; for the carriage 
being stopped awhile, to adjust domeUiing that was out 

. of order, two or three of the young natives had the, 
curiosity to see how I looked when I was asleep; they 
climbed up into the engine, and advancing very softfy 
to my face, one of them, an officer in the guards, put 
the sharp end of his half-pike a good way up into my 
left nostril, which tickled my nose like a straw, and 
made me sneeze violently ;* whereupon they stole off 

* It has been remarked, that courage in whatever caaie, though 
it sometimes excites indignation, is never the object of contempt ; 
but this appears to be true, only because courage is supposed to im- 
ply superiority ; for this tificer in ike guardt becomes extremely ridi- 
culous and contemptible by an act of the most daring curioiaty« 
.%hich sets him in comparison with Gulliver, to whomhe was so much 
inferior, that a blast of the man'mountairCs noitrih would have ens' 
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cIiaDis, or seameo, who dwell Id the maritime parts, but 
what can hold conversatioD in both tongues: as I found 
some weeks after, when Iiirent to pay my respects to the 
emperor of Blefuscu, which, in the midst of great misfcHT^ 
tunes, through the malice of my enemies^ proved a very 
happy adventure to me, as I shall relate in its proper 
place. 

The reader may remember, that when I signed those 
articles upon which I recovered my liberty, there were 
some which I disliked, upon account of tlieir being too 
servile, neither could any thing but an extreme necessi- 
ty have forced me to submit. But being now a nardac 
of the highest rank in that empire, such ofi^ces were look- 
ed upon as below my dignity, and the emperor (to do 
bim justice) never once mentioned them to me. How- 
ever, it was not long before I had an opportunity of do- 
ing his majesty, at least as I then thought, a most signal 
service. I was alarmed at midnight with the cries of 
many hundred people at my door ; by which being sud- 
denly awakened, I was in some kind of terror. I heard 
the word hwrghan repeated incessantly : several of the 
emperor^s court, making their way through the crowd, 
untreated me to come immediately to the palace, where 
her imperial majesty's apartment was on fire, by the 
carelessness of a maid of honour, who fell asleep while 
she was reading a romance. I got up in an instant ; and 
orders being given to clear the way before me, and it 
being likewise a moonshine n^ht, I made a diift to get 
to the palace without trampling on any of the people. I 
found they had already applied ladders to the walls of 
the apartment, and were well provided witli buckets^ 
but the water was at some distance. These buckets 
were about the size of a lafge thimble, and the poor peo- 
ple supplied me with .them as £sist as they could ^ but 
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above a hundred thousand inhabitants eame out of the 
town upon the «ame errand ; and in spite of my guards^ 
I believe, there could not l)e fewer than ten thousand at 
several times, who mounted my body by the help of 
ladders. But a proclamation was soon issued to forbid 
it upon pun of death. When the workmen found it 
waa impossible for me to break loose, they cut all the 
Btriogs that bound me $ whereupon I rose up, with as 
melancholy a disposition as ever I had in my life. But 
the noise and astonishment of the people, at seeing me 
rise and walk, are not to be expressed. The chains, 
that held my left leg, were about two yards long, and 
gave me not only the fflierty of walking backwards and 
Awards in a sonidhTle ; but, being fixed within four 
todies of the gate, allowed me to oreep in, and lie at 
Dy fuU length in the temple. 



CHAP. II. 

The En^erar €f IMUput, attended by several €f tiu 
nobilUy, comes to see the author in his cat^inement. 
The emperor's person and habit described, Learned 
men appointed to teach the author their language. 
He gams favour by his mild disposition. His pockds 
are searched^ and his sword and pistols taken from 
hhn. 

"When I found myself on my feet, I looked about me, 
and must confess I never beheld a more entertainiog 
prospect. The country around appeared like a con- 
tinued gaj^den, and the enclosed fields, which were gene- 
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rallj forty feet square, resembled so many beds of Bow^ 
ers. These fields were iotermingled with woods of half 
• stang,* aod the tallest trees, as I could judge, appeared 
to be seven feet high. I viewed the town on ray left 
liand, which looked like the painted scene of a city in a 
theatre. 

I had been for some houra extremely pressed by the 
nece^ities of nature; which was no wonder, it being al- 
most two days since I had last disburdened myself. I 
was under great difficulties between ui^ency and shame. 
The best expedient I could thinkf on, was to creep into 
my house, which I accordingly did; and shutting the 
gate after me, I went as far as the length of my chain 
would suffer, and discharged my body of that uneasy- 
load. But this was the only time I was ever guilty of , 
so uncleanly an action ; for irhich I cannot but hope 
the candid reader will give some allowance, after he has 
maturely and impartially considered my case, and the 
dbtress I was in. From this time my constant practice 
was, as soon as I rose, to perform that business in open 
air, at the full extent of x^ chain ; and due care was 
takeo every morning befor^ company came, that the 
offensive master should be carried off in wheelbarrows, 
by two servants appointed for that purpose. I would 
not have dwelt so long upon a circumstance, that, per- 
haps, at first sight, may appear not very momentous, if 
I had not thought it necessary to justify my character, 
in point of cleanliness, to the world; which, I am told, 
some of my maligners have been pleased, upon this and 
other occasions, to call in question. 

When this adventure was at an end, I came back, 
9i(t of my house, liaving occasion fw firesh ahr. The 

• A itang 18 a pole or perch ; sixteen feet and a half. Origimd. 
t The author is singolar in the ose of this phrase, as think o/, not 
^nk on, ii the quia) mo<jle, $^, 
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emperor was already descended from the tower, and ad- 
Taociog OQ horsdtock toward me, which bad like to 
have cost him dear; for the beast, though very welt 
trained, yet wholly unused to such a sight, which ap- 
peared as if a mountain mioyed befinre him, reared up on 
hifi hinder feet : but that prince, who is an excellent 
horseman, kept his seat, till his attendants ran. in, and 
held the bridle, while his majesty had time to dismount 
When he alighted, he surveyed me round with great 
admiration ; but kept beyond the length of my diaio. 
^e ordered his coAb and butlers, who were already 
prepared, to give me victuals and drink, which they 
pushed forward in a sort of vehicles upon wb^ls, till I 
could reach them. I took thene vdiides, aQ4 foon 
emptied them all ; twenty of them were filled with meat, 
and ten with liqu<n^; each of the former afforded me two 
or three good mouthfuls ; and I emptied the liquor of 
ten vessels, which was contained in earthen viah, into 
one vehicle,^ drinkiog it off at a draught ; , and so I did 
with the rest The empress, and young princes of the 
blood of both sexe^ attended by many ladies^ sat at some 
distance in their chairs ; but upon the accident that hap« , 
pened to t^e emperor's horse, they alighted, and came 
near his person, which I am now going to describe. He 
is taller by almost the breadth of my nail, than any of 
his court ; which alone is enough to strike an awe into 
the beholders. His features are strong and masculine, 
with, an Austrian Up and arched nose, his complexion 
olive, his countenance erect, his body and limbs well 
proportioned, all bis motions graceful, and his deport*^ 
ment majestic. He was then past his prime, being 
twenty-eight years and three quarters old, of which he 
had reigned about seven in great felidty, and generally 
victorious. For the better convenience of beholding 
biiD) i lay on my side, so that my face was parallel to 
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bis, and he stood but Aree yards off: however, I hare 
bad him since maDy times in my hand, and therefore 
cannot be deceived in the description. His dress was 
very plain and simple, and the fashion of it between the 
Asiatic and the European : but hfe had on bis head m 
l%ht helmet of gold, adorned with jewels, and a plume on 
the crest. He held his sword drawn in hb hand to 
defend himself, if I should happen to break loose;"^ H 
was almost three inches long; the hilt and scabbard 
irere gold enriched widi diamonds His voice was 
shrill, but very clear and articulate, and I could dis- 
tinctly hear it, when I stood up. The ladies and cour- 
tiers were all most magnificently dad ; so that the spot 
they stood upon, seemed to resemble a petticoat spread 
on the ground, embroidered with figures of gold and sil- 
ver. His imperial majesty spoke often to me, and I re« 
turned answers: but neither of us could understand a 
syllable. There were several of his priests and lawyera 
present, (as I conjectured by their habits) who were com- 
manded to address themselves to me i and I spoke to 
them in as many languages as I had the least smattering 
of, which were High and Low Dutch, Latin, French, 
Spanish, Italian, and Lingua Franca, but all to no pur* 
pose. After about two hours the court retired, and I 
was left with a strong guard, to prevent the impertinence 
and probably the malice of the rabble ; who were very 
impatient to crowd about me as near as they durst; and 

* The masculnie strengtii of featuret, wbkh Gullirer eoold net «»- 
tUl he had laid his iace npoo'&e ground, aad the awful' wperioofy oC 
stature ia a being, whom he held in his handf the helmet, the plume» 
and the sword, are a fine reproof of human pride ;. the objects of 
whieh are trifling distinctions, whether of person or rank; tii^ ridi- 
eulous parade and ostentation of a pigsBy, which derive not oalj 
4beir origin but their use from the foil/, weaJcBjBsi, aad iaiperfeclioA 
^f ourKly«8 and 0therf. H. 
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SMne of them bad the impudeace to dioot their anows 
at me, as I sat on the ground by the door of mj house, 
vfa^eof one very narrawly missed my left eye. But 
the coloael ordered dx of the ring-leaders to be seized^ 
and thought no puoishmeiit so proper^asto deliver them 
bound into my hands; wUch some of his soldiers ac* 
4»rding1y did, fmdiing them forwards with the but-ends 
of their p^es into ray r6tcb. I tbok th^n all m my 
r%ht hand, put five of Aeai kto my coat-pocket, and 
i» to the sixth, I made a countenance as if I would eat 
him alive. The poor man squalied terribly, and the 
eoUme) and hi& oflkers were in much pain, especially 
when they saw me take out my penknUe ; but I soon 
put them out of fear ; ibr, kn^Lhig nuldly, and immedi- 
ately cut^ttg the strings he was bound with, I set him 
gently on the groimd, and away he ran. I treated the 
rest in the sttne manner, ts&ing them one by one out of 
my peekel ; and I observed both the soldiers and people 
w^e highly delighted at this mark of my clemency, 
which was represented very nmch to my advantage at 
court. 

Towards night I got with some dxfficidty into my 
house, where I lay on Uie ground, and continued to dp 
flo about a fertnighi; during which time, the emperor 
^gave orders to harve a bed prepared ibr me. Six hnu- 
4ied he6a* of the conmion measure, were brought in 
carriages^ and worked up in my house ; a hundred and 
iUty of their beds, sewn together, made up the breadth 
-aad length ; and thesr w^re four <bttble ; which however 
kept me but very mdiffbrendy from the hardness of the 
'floor, ^lat was of smooth atone. By the same computa* 
4ioDf they provided me with dieetSjblankets, and cover«> 

^'GnHiver liat observed great ex^tbesa in th% jus^proportiOB sad 
ioCtbeobjectstbuy lessened. Ounr. 
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lets, tolerable enough for one who had been so long is^ 
jlired to hardships. 

As the news of my arrival spread through the king- 
dom, it brought prodigious numbers of rich, idle, and cu- 
rious people to see me ; so that the villages were almost 
emptied ; and great n^lect of tillage and household 
affairs must have ensued, if his imperial majesty had 
not provided, by several proclamations and orders of 
vtat^ against tUs Inconvenienir^. He directed, that 
those, who had already beheld me, should return home, 
and not presume to omie within fifty yigrds of my houses 
without license from the court; whereby the secretaries 
of state got considerable fees. 

In the mean time the emperor held frequent council^ 
to debate what course should be taken with me; and I 
was aftarwards assured by a particular friend, a person 
of great qualitjr, who was as much in the secret as any, 
that the court was under many difficulties concerning 
me. They apprehended my breaking loose ; that my 
diet would be very expensive, and might cause a famine* 
Sometimes they determined to starve me, or at least to 
shoot me in the face and hands with poisoned arrows, 
wUdi would soon despatch me ; but again they consi* 
dered, that the stench of so laige a carcase, might pror 
duce a plague in the metropdis, and probably sfnread 
through the whole kingdom. In the midst of these con* 
sultations, several officers c^ the army went to the 6ow 
of the gieat council chamber, and two <tf them beii^ ad* 
mitted, gave an account of my behaviour to the six cri* 
pinals above<«ientioned; which made so fisKVourable aa 
impresaiop ^l the breast of his majesty, and the whole 
lK>ard, in n\y behalf that an imperial commission was 
issued out, obligii^ all the villages, nine hundred yards 
round the ci^, to deliver in every morning six beews^ 
forty sheep^ and other victuals for my sustenance; t^ 
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gether i^ith a proportionable quanti^ of bread, and win^ 
and other liquors; for the due payment of which, hit 
psj^festy gave asBigaments upon his treasury. For this 
prince lives chiefly upon his own demesnes ; seldom, ex- 
cept upon gre^t occaidons, raising any subadies upon his 
subjects, who are bound to attend him in his wars, at 
their own expense. An establishment was also made of 
ax hundred persons to be my domestics, who had board- 
wages allowed for their maintenance, and tents built for 
them very conveniently, on each side of my door. It was 
lU^ewise ordered^ that three hundred tailors should make 
me a suit of clothes, after the fashion of the country : 
that six of his majesty's ^greatest schdars should be em- 
ployed to instruct me in their language : and lastly, that 
the emperor's horses, and those of the nobility, and troops 
of gnsords, diould be frequently exercised in my idght, 
to ac<^istom themselves to me. All these orders were 
duly put in execution; an^ in about three weeks, I 
made a great progress in learning their language ; during 
which time the emperor frequently honoured me with hia 
visits^ and was pleased to as^st my masters in teaching 
me. We began already to converse together in some 
sort; and the first wcnrds I learnt, were, to express my 
denre ^ that he would please to give me my liberty ;" 
whicb I every day repeated on my knees. His answei^ 
as I could apprehend it, was, ^ that this must be a work 
of time, not to be thought on without the advice of hia 
couudl, and that first I must lunufs kdmm pesso desmar 
Ion emposo /* that is, tfwear a peace with him, and his 
kingdom. However, that I should be used with all 
kindness. And he advised me to ^* acquire, by my pa- 
tience and discreet behaviour, the good opinion of him^ 
self and his subjects.'' He denred '^I would not take 
it ill, if he gave orders to certain proper officers to 
se«n$h me) for probably I might carry about me several 
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weapons, irhkb must needs be dsngerons things, if they 
snswered the bulk (rfso prodigious a person." I saidy 
*^ His majesty should be satisfied ; for I was ready to 
strip fOTself, and turnup mj pocliets before him." TMs 
I delivered, part in words, and part in signs. He re-» 
plied, *^ that, by the laws of the kingdom, I must be 
searched by two of his officers; that he knew this could 
not be done without my consent and assistance ; and he 
had so good an opinion of my generosity and justice, as 
to trust their persons in my hands: that whaterer they 
took from me, should be returned when I left the coun- 
try, or paid for at the rate which I would set upon them.'* 
I took up the two officers in my hands, put them ftrst 
into my coat-pockets, and then into erery other pocket 
idixmt me, except tny twafobs, and another secret pocket, 
which I had no mind should be searched, wherein I had 
some little necessaries, that were of no consequence to 
any but myself. In one of my fote, there was a silver 
watch, and in the other, a small quantity of gold in a 
purse. These gentlemen, having pen, ink, and paper 
about diem, made an exact inventory of every thing 
Arey saw: and when they had done, dewed I would 
set them down, that they might deliver it ta the empe-^ 
ror. This inventory I afterwsords translated into Eng- 
lish, and is word for woi*d as follows : 

•• Imprimis^ In the right coat-pocket of the great man* 
mountain, (for so I interpret the words qtmhts fiestrin) 
after the strictest search, we found only one great (nece 
of coarse cloth, large enough to be a foot-cloth for your 
majesty's chief room of state. In the left pocket we 
saw a huge silver chest, with a cover of the same metal^ 
which we the seait:hers were not able to lift. We do- 
sired it should be opened, and one of us stepping into it, 
ibund himself up to the mid 1(^ in a sort of dust, some 
part whereof flybg up to our faces, set us both a i 
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log for several times together. lo his right waistcoat- 
pocket, we found aprodi^us bundle of white thin 8ub« 
stances, folded one orer aaother, about the bigness of 
three men, tied with a strong cable, and marked with 
black figures; which we humblj conceive to be writings, 
every letter almost half as large as the palm of our 
hands. In the left, there was a sort of engine, from the 
back of which were extended twenty long poles, resem- 
bling the palisados before your raagesty's court : where- 
with we conjecture the man-mountain combs his head : 
for we did not always trouble him with questions, be- 
cause we found it a great difficulty to make him under- 
stand us. In the lai^e pocket on the right side of his 
middle cover, (so I translate the word raffu40y by which 
thef meant my breeches) we saw a hollow pillar of iron, 
ai)out the length of a man, faustened to a strong piece of 
thnber, larger than the pillar; and upon one side of the 
' pillar, were huge pieces of iron sticking out, cut into 
strange figures, which we know not what to make of. Iti 
the left pocket, another engine of the same kind. In the 
smaller pocket on the right side, were several round flat 
peces of white and red metal, of different bulk ; some 
of the white, which seemed to be silver, were so large 
and heavy, that my comrade and I could hardly lift 
tiiem. In the left pocket were two black pillars irregu- 
larly shaped : we could not, without difiSculty, reach 
the top <^ them, as we stood at the IxHtoro of his pocket. 
One of them was covered, and seemed aH of a piece r 
but at the upper eikl of the other, there appeared a white 
round substance,' about twice the bigness of our heads, 
linthin each of these, was enclosed a prodigious plate 
of steel; Which, by our wders, we obliged him to show 
BS, because we apprehended they might be dangerous 
engines. He took them out of their cases, and told us, 
Unt ia his owo country, bis practice was to shave bi^ 
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beard with one of these, and cut his meat with the other. 
There were two pockets, which we could not enter : 
these he called his lobs; thej were two lai^e slits cut 
into the top of his middle cover, but squeezed close by 
the pressure of his belly. Out of the right fob, hung a 
great silver chain, with a wouderfid kind of engine at 
the bottom. We directed him to draw out whatever 
was at the end of that chain ; which appeared to be a 
globe, half silver, and half of some transparent metal : 
for, on the transparent side, we saw certain strange 
figures circularly drawn, and thought we could touch 
them, till we found our fingers stopped by that ludd 
substance. He put this engine to our ears, which made 
an incessant noise like that of a water-mill ; and we con- 
jecture it is either some unknown animal, or the god 
that he worships; but we are more inclined to the latter 
opinion, becaus^ he assured us (if we understood him 
right, for he expressed himself very imperfectly) that 
be seldom did any thing without consulting it He 
called it his oracle, and said, it pointed out the time for 
every action of his life.^ From the left fob he took out 
a net almost lai^e enough for fishermen, bat contrived to 
opeik and shut like a purse, and served him for the same 
use : we found therein several massy pieces of yellow 
metal, which, if they be real gold, ^ust be of immense 
value. 

'^ Having thus, in obedience to your majesty's com> 
mands, diligently searched all his pockets, we observed 
a girdle about his waist, made of die hide of some pro- 
digious animal, from which, on the left side, hung a 
sword of the length of five men; and^n the right, a bag 

* Periiapt the author intended to expoie the pnihable fiiHacy of 
«pinieaa derived from the relatioot of traveUert, hy ahowinf how Mtt^ 
truth need to beBU08Ddciitood to mahefalsehoodspecioos. Ifi 
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or pouch divided into two cells, each cell capable of 
holding three of your majesty's subjetts. In one of 
these cells were several globes, or balls, of a most poo- 
derotis metal, about the biguess of our heads, aod re- 
quired a strong hs^d to lift them : the other cell contaio- 
*ed n heap of certain black grains, but of no great bulk 
or weight, for we could hold above fifty of them in the 
palms of our hands. 

*' This is an exact inventory of what we found about 
the body of the man-mountain, who used us with great 
civili^, and due respect to your majesty's commission. 
Signed and sealed on the fourth day of the eighty-ninth 
moon of your majesty's ai^spicious reign. 

^ Clefbin Fbslock, Mabsi Fbelocx.'' 

When this inventory was read over to the emperor, 
he directed me, although in vepr gentle terms, to deliver 
up the several particulars. He first called for my scimi* 
tar, which I took out, scabbard aod all. In the mean 
time he ordered three thousand of his elioicest troops 
(who then attended him) to surround me at a distance, 
with their bows and arrows just ready to discharge; but 
I did not observe it, for mine eyes were wholly fixed 
upon his majesty. He then desired me to draw my sci* 
mitar« which, although it had got some rust by the sea- 
water, was in most parts exceeding bright. I did so, 
imd immediately all the troops gave a shout between ter- 
ror and surprise; for the sun. shone clear, and the re- 
flection dazzled their eyes, as I waved the scimitar to 
and firo in my hand. His majesty, who is a most mag- 
nanimous prince,^ was less daunted than I could expect ; 

* He whodoei not find himself disposed to honour tl^is magnanimi* 
ty should reflect, that a right to judge of moral and inteUectual excel- 
knce ts, with great absurdity and iiguitice, arrogated by him who a^ 
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he ordered me to return it into the scabbard, and cast it 
OQ the grotmd as gently as I could, about six feet from 
the end of mj chain. The next thing he demanded was 
one of the hollow iron pillars ; by which he meant my 
pocket pistols. I drew it out, and at his desire, as well 
as I could, expressed to him the use of it ; and diarging 
it only with powder, which, by the closeness of my 
pouch, happened to escape wetting in the sea, (an incon* 
venience against which all prudent mariners take spe* 
cial care to provide) I first cautioned the emperor not ta 
be afraid, and then I let it off in the air. The astonidi- 
meot here was much greater than at the sight of the 
scimitar. Httodreds fell down as if they had been, 
struck dead; and eren the eaipenir, although he stood 
his ground, could not recover himself in some time. I 
delivered up both my pistols in the same manner as I had 
done my scimitar, and then my pouch of powder and 
bullets; begging him that the former might be kept from 
fire, for it would kindle with the smallest spark, and 
blow up his imperial palace into the air. I likewise de- 
livered up my watch, which the emperor was very cudous 
to see, and commanded two of his tallest yeoman of the 
guards, to bear it on a pole upon their shoulders, as 
dray-men in England do a barrel of ale. He was 
amazed at the continual noise it made, and the motion 
of the minute-hand, which he could easily discern ; for 
their sight is much more acute than ours ; he asked the 
opinions of his learned men about it, which were various 
and remote, as the reader may well imagine without my 
repeating, althougb, indeed, I could not very perfectly 
understand them. I then gave up my silver and copper 
money, my purse with nine large pieces of gold, and 

mires, in a beins tax feet higk, any qoftllties tiiat ke dcfpises ia one 
vbose stature does not exceed six iQcbes. H. 
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some onaller ones; 1117 kaife aod raax>r, my comb and 
fStvex smiflT box, mj bandkerehkf aed journal-book. 
Mf sdmhar, pistob, and poudi, were cooyeyed in enw 
riages to his majestT^s ftwes; but the rest of my goodi 
were returned me. 

I had, as I before obserredi one private pockety 
mhkh escaped their search, vbereia there wai a pair 
of spectacles, (wliich I sometimes use for the weakness 
of mhie eyes) a pocket perspective, and some other little 
eoDYeniences $ which being of no consequence to the 
emperor, I did not think myself bound in honour to 
discover, and I apprehended tliey mi^t be lost or 
ipoikd if I ventured them out (rf my possessiou* 



CHAP. in. 

The aidhar diverts the emperoTy and his tuoMHy ef ho(k 
sexes ^ in a very uncommon manner. The dkersions 
ef the court cf TAUiput described, The author has 
his liberty granted hm upon certain conditions. 

MY gentleness and good behaviour had gained so far 
on the emperor and his court, and indeed upon the 
army, and people in general, that I began to conceive 
hopes of getting my liberty in a short time. I took all 
possible methods to cultivate this favourable disposition. 
The natives came, by degrees, to be less apprehensive 
of any danger from me. I would sometimes lie down, 
and let five or si:c of them dance on my hand ; and at 
last Uie boys and gir)s would venture to <5ome and play 
at hide and seek in my hair. I had now made a good 
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progresB io understanding and speaking 4he langciage* 
The emperor bad a mind one daj to entertain me witk 
several of tbe country shows, wherein they exceed all . 
nations I have known, both for dexterity and magni- 
ficence. I was diverted with none so much as that of 
the rope-dancers, performed upon a sleofder white thread, 
extended about two feet, and twelve inches from the 
ground. Upon which I shall desire liberty, with the 
reader's patience, to enlarge a little. 

This divennon is only practised by those persons,^ 
who are candidates for great employments, and high 
favour at coiut. They are trained in this art from 
their youth, and ue not always of noble birth, osltt^e^ 
ral education. When a great office b vacant, either by 
death or disgrace, (which often happens) five or sax gI- 
those candidates petition the emperor to entertain his 
majesty and the court, with a dance on the rope ; and 
whoever jumps the highest without falling succeeds in 
the office. Very often the chief ministers themselves 
are commanded to show their skill, and to convince the 
emperor that they have not lost their faculty. Flim* 
nap, the treasurer, is allowed to cut a caper on the 
straight rope, at least aa^inch higlier than any other 
lord in the whole empire. I have seen him do the 
summerset^ several times together, upon a trench^ 
fixed on a rope, which is no thicker than a commoo 
packthread in England. My friend Reldresal, prin- 
cipal secretary for private afiairs, is, in my opinion, if I 
am not partial, the second after the treasurer; the rest 
of the great officers are much upon a par. 

These diversions are often attended with fatal acci- 
dents^ whereof great numbers are on record. I mysel/ 

* Summertetf or SunmtnauUt a gambol of a tumbler, id which he 
spring! up, turns heels orer head in the air, and comes dowa upon his 

' Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A VOTAGE TO LILUPUT. 37 

knre teen two or three candidates break a Umb. But 
the danger is much greater, when the roiDisters them- 
letves are cmnmanded to show their dexterity; for, by 
cootendiog to excel themselves and their fellows, ihey 
straia so hr^ that there is hardly one of them, who baa 
net receiyed a fall, and some of them two or three. Ir 
wag assured that a year or two before my arrival, 
FliiDDap would infallibly have broke his neck, if one 
of the king's cushions, that accidentally lay on the 
greoDd, had not weakened the force of his fall. 

There is likewbe another diversion, which is only 
ahewn before the emperor and empress, and first roini»- 
t6r, upon particular occasions. The emperor lays on 
the table three fine silken threads of six inches long ; 
one is blue, the other red, and the third green. These 
thread are proposed as prizes for those persons whom 
the emperor has a mind to distinguish by a peculiar 
mark qf his favour. The ceremony is performed in his 
majesty's great chamber of state, where the candidates 
are to undergo a trial of dexterity, very different from 
the former, and such as I have not observed the least 
resemblance of in any other country of the new or old 
world. The emperor holds a stick in his hands, both 
ends parallel to the horizon, while the candidates ad- 
VHDcii^, one by one, sometimes leap over the stick, 
sometimes creep under it, backward and forward seve- 
ral times, according as the stick is advanced or depress- 
ed. Sometimes the emperor holds one end of the 
stick, and his first minister the other; sometimes the 
minister has it entirely to himself. JWhoever performs 
his part with most agility, and holds out the longest in 
leaping and creeping, is rewarded with the bluecoloured 
nlk^ the red is given to the next, and the green to the 
third, which they all wear girt twice round about the 
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middle ; aod you see few great persoos abeot ibktmid 
who are net adorned widi one of these girdles. 

The horses of the army, and those of Ute rojral stap 
Uei, havii^ been daily led befinre nie^ were no Icmger' 
shy, but would come up to my very feet without start* 
iog. The riders would leap them over my hand, as I 
held it on the ground ; aud ooe of the emperor's bunts- 
men, upon a large courser, took my foot, lEboe and dl ; 
which was indeed a prodigious leap. I had die good 
fortune to divert the emperor one day after a very ex- 
traordinary manner. I desired be would (»rder several 
sticks of two feet high, and the thickness of an ordinary 
cane, to be brought me ; whereupon his majesty com* 
raanded the master of his woods to give directioDs ac- 
cwdingly, and the next morning six woodmen arrived 
with as many carriages, drawn by eight horses to eadi. 
I took nine of these sticks, and fixii^ them firmly in 
the ground in a quadrangular figure, two fieet and a 
half squai*e, I took four other sticks, and tied them 
parallel at each comer about two feet from the ground ; 
then I fastened my handkerchief to the nine sticks that 
stood erect ; and extended it on all sides, till it was 
tight as the top of a drum ; and the four parallel sUcks, 
rising about five inches higher than the handkerchief, 
served as ledges on each side. When I had fiaished 
my work, I desired the emperor to let a troop of his 
best horse, twenty-four in number, come and exercise 
upon this plain. His majesty approved of the proposal, 
and I took them up, one by one m my hands, ready 
mounted and armed, with the proper officers to exep* 
eise them. As soon as they got into <»*der, they divid- 
ed into two parties, performed mock i^irmishes, dis- 
charged blunt anows, drew their swords, fled and mir- 
sued, attacked and retired, and in short discovered the . 
best military disci^e I ever beheld. The parallel 
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^in5t Blefiiscu, by which his glory as admiral 
' cured. This lord, in conjunction with Flim- 
t- treasurer^ whose enmity against you is no- 
ount of his lady, Limtoc the general, Lal- 
€r1a]ti, and Balmuflf the grand justiciary, 
articles of impeachment against you, for 
er capital crimes." 

! made me so impatient, being conscious 
its and innocence, that I was going to in- 
(rhen he entreated me to be silent, and 

a iiiiilc for the favours you have done me, 
^pJ or motion of the whole proceedings, and a 
■Articles ; wherein I venture my head foUr 



OF IMJP£ACHMFNT AGAINST aUINBUtf 
STRIN, THE HAN-MOUMTAIN. 

ARTICLB !• 

, by a gtatate made in the reign of his im- 

.7 CaliD Defiar Plune, it is enacted, that 

pliH make water within the precincts of the 

Eiiail be liable to the pains and penalties 

»sod; notwithstanding, the sud Cluinbut 

open breacliof the said law, under colour of 

ig th^ fire kindled in the apartment of Ms 

losi dear and imperial consort, did malicioua- 

mly, and devilishly, by discharge of his urine, 

\ f ^ said £re kindled in the said apartment, lying 

wHhbi the precincts of the said royal palace, 

^ n': statute in that case provided, &c. against the 
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ARTICLE II. 

" That the said Ctuinbus Flestrin, having brought the 
imperial fleet of Blefuscu into the royal port, aed being 
afterwards commaDded by his imperial majesty, to seize 
all the other ships of the said empire of Blefuscu, and re- 
duce that empire to a province, to be governed by a 
viceroy lirom hence, and to destroy and put to death, not 
only all the Big-endian exiles, but likewise all the peo- 
ple of that empire, who would not immediately foisal^e 
the Big-endian heresy ; he, the said Flestan, like a fsJse 
traitor agausst his most auspicious, serene, imperial 41111* 
jesty, did petition to be excused from the said service, 
upon pretence of unwillingness to force the consciences^ 
or destroy the liberties and lives of aa innocent peo- 
ple,* 

ARTICLE IIL 

* That, whereas certain ambassadors arrived from the 
court of Bleftiscu, to sue for peace in his majesty's court : 
he, the said Flestiin, did, like a false traitor, aid, abet, 
comfort, and divert the said ambassadors, although he 
knew them to be servants to a prince, who was lately 
an open enemy to his imperial majesty, and in an open 
war against his said majesty. 

ARTICLE rv. 
^' That the said Quinbus Flestrin, contrary to the du^ 
of a faithful subject, is now preparing to make a voyage 
to the court and empire of Blefuscu, for which he has 
received only verbal license from his imperial majesty} 
and under colour of the said license does falsely and 

* A lawyer thinks himself honest if he does the best he can for his 
client, and a statesman if he promotes the interest of his country, but 
the Dean here inculcates an higher notion of right and wroD|;, a|i4 
obligations to a lai;ger cominunitT:. H, 
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tmtoroiiBlj iotead to take the said Yojsge^ and thereby 
to aid, comfort, and abet the emperor of Blefuscu, so 
lately an enemyji and in open war with his imperial ma* 
jesty aforesaid. 

^ There are'some other articles, but these are the 
most important, of which I have read you an abstract* 

^ In die seyeral debates upon this impeachment, it 
nust be confessed that his majesty gave many marks of 
Ms great lenity, often urging the services you had done 
him, and endeavouring to extenuate your crimes. The 
treasurer and admhral insisted that you should be put to 
the most painful and ignominious death, by setting fire on 
your house at night ; and the general was to attend with 
twenty thousand men, armed with, poisoned arrows to 
dioot you on the face and hands. Some of your servants 
were to have private orders to strew a poisonous juice 
on your i^iirts and sheets, which would soon make you 
tear your own flesh, and die in the utafiost torture. The 
general cmne into the same opinion ; so that for a long 
time there was a majority against you; but his majesty 
resolving, if possible, to spare your life, at last brought 
off thechamb^lain. 

<^ Upon this incident, Reldresal, principal secretsoy 
for private affairs, who always approved himself your 
true fi^end, was commanded by the emperor to deliver 
his opinion, wMch he accordingly did ; and therein jus 
tified the good Uioughts you have of him. He allowed 
your crimes to be great, but that still there was room for 
m^rcy, the most commendable virtue in a prince, and 
for which his. majesty was so justly celebrated. He said, 
the inendship between you and him was so well known 
to the world, that perhaps the most honourable board 
might think him partial; however, in obedience to the 
command he had received, he would freely oflfer his sen- 
timents* That if his majesty, in ccmsideratioil of yodr ' 
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•ervices, . and punuaDt to his own merciful ^i^odtimi, 
voutd please to spare your life, and only give orders to 
pat out botb your ejes, he humbly conceived, that by 
this expedient, justice might in some measure be satis- 
lied, and all the world would applaud the lenity of the 
empennr, as well as the fair and generous {Nroceedings of 
those who have the honour to be his counsellors. That 
the loss of your eyes would be no impediment to your 
bodily strength, by which you might stilt be useful to 
bis majesty : that blindness is an addition to courage, by 
concealing dangers from us ; that the fear you had for 
your eyes, was the greatest difficulty in briuging over 
the enemy's fleet; and it would be sufficient for you to 
see, by the eyes of the ministers, since the greatest 
princes do no more. 

*' This proposal was received with the utmost disap- 
linrobation by the whole board. Bolgolam the admiral 
could not preserve his temper; but rising up in fur^% 
said, he wondered how the secretary durst presume to 
give his opinion for preserving the life of a traitor: that 
the services you had performed were, by all true reasons 
of state, die great aggravation of your oimes; that you, 
who was able to extinguish the fire, by dkcharge of 
urine in her majesty's apartment, (which he mentioned 
with horror) might at another time raise an inundation 
by the same means, to drown. the whole palace; and the 
same strength, which Enabled you to bring over the ene-^ 
my's fleet, might serve, upon the first discontent, to car- 
ry it back : that he h^d good reasons to think you were 
a Big-endian in your heart ; and as treason begins in the 
heart, before it appears in overt acts, so he accused you 
as a traitor on that account, and therefQi« insisted you 
should be put to death. 

^The treasurer was of the same opinion: he showed 
U what straits bis majesty's revenue was reduced, by 
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tbecbarge of maintainiDg you, whidi would soon grow 
iosuppoTtable : that the secretary's expedient of putting 
out your eyes, was so far from being a remedy against 
tins evil, thsgt it would probably inci-ease it, as is mani- 
fest from the common practice of blinding some kind of 
fowls, after which they fed the faster, and grew sooner . 
&t : that his sacred majesty and the council, who are 
your judges, were in their own consciences fully convinc- 
ed of your giiilt, which was a sufficient alignment to con- 
demn you to death, without the formal proofs required 
by the strict letter of the law.* 

^ But his imperial majesty, fully determined against 
capital punishment, was graciously pleased to say, that 
aioce the council thought the loss of your eyes too easy 
a censure, some other may be inflicted hereafter. And 
your iHend the secretary, humbly desiring to be heard 
again, in answer to what the treasurer had objected, con- 
cerning the great charge his majesty was at in maintain- 
ing you, said, that his excellebcy, who had the sole dis^ 
posal of the emperor's revenue, might easily provide 
against that evil, by gradually lessening your establish- 
ment ; by which, for want of sufficient food, you will 
grow weak and faint, and lose your appetite, and con- 
sume in a few months; neither would the stench of your 
carcass be then so dangerous, when it should become 
more than half diminished ; and immediately upon your 
deatii, five or six thousand of bis majesty's subjects 

'^ There u aometbing so odious m whatever is wrong, that even 
those whom it does aot iul^ect to puDishment, endeavour to colour it 
with an appearance of right; but the attempt is always unsuccessful, 
and only betrays a consciousness of deformity by showing a desire to 
hide it Thus the LUlipiUian court pretended a right to dispense 
with the strict letter of the law to put Gulliver to death, thooghhy the 
strict letter of the law only he could be convicted of a crime ; the in- 
tention of the statute not being to suffer the palace rather to be burnt 
than pissed upon. H. 
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might, ia two or three days cut your flesh from your 
bones, take it away by cart-loads, and bury it in dis- 
tant parts to prevent infection, leaving the skeleton as a 
monument of admiration to posterity. 

" Thus, by the great friendship of the secretary, the 
whole affair was compromised. It was stiictly enjoin- 
ed, that the project^f starving you by degrees should be 
kept a secret ; but the sentence of putting out your ejes, 
was entered on the books ; none dissenUog, except Bol- 
golam the admiral, who, being a creature of the empr^&s, 
was perpetually instigated by her majesty to insist upcm 
your death, she having borne perpetual malice against 
you, on account of that infamous and illegal method you 
took to extinguish the fire in her apartment. 

" In three days your friend the secretary will be di- 
rected to come to your house, and read before you the 
articles of impeachment ; and then, to signify the great 
lenity and favour of his majesty and council, whereby 
you are only condemned to the loss of your eyes, which 
his majesty does not question you will gratefully and 
humbly submit to ; and twenty of his ifiajesty's sui^eons 
will attend, in order to see the operation well performed, 
by discharging veiy sharp-pointed arrows into the balls 
of your eyes, as you lie on the ground. 

" I leave to your prudence what measures you will 
take ; and to avoid suspicion, I must immediately re« 
turn, in as private a manner as I came." 

His lordship did so ; and I remained alone, under ma* 
ny doubts and perplexities of mind. 

It was a custom introduced by this prince and his mi- 
nistry, (very different, as I have been assured, from the 
practice of former times) that after the court bad decreed 
any cruel execution, eitlier to gratify the monarch's re- 
sentment, or the malice of a favourite, the emperor al- 
ways made a speech to his whole council, expressing his 
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great lenity and tenderoesB, as qualities koowo aqd con* 
leased by all the world. This speech was immediately 
published throughout the kingdom; nor did any thing 
terrify the people so much, as those encomhims oo his 
majesty's mercy ; because it was observed, that the more 
these praises were enlarged and insisted on, the more in- 
bnmao was the punidiment, and the sufferer more inno- 
■cent Tet, as to n^self, I must confess, having neyer 
been designed for a courtier, either by my birth or edu- 
catiim, I was so ill a judge of things, thati could not dis- 
cover the lenity and favour of the sentence, but con- 
ceived it (perlmps erroneoudy) rather to be rigorous 
than gentle. I sometimes thought of standing my trial ; 
for, akhou^ I could not deny the facts aDeged in the 
several articles, yet I hoped they would admit of some 
extenuation. But having in my life perused many state- 
trials, which I ever observed to terminate as the judges 
thought' fit to direct, I durst not rely on so dangerous a 
decision, in so critical a juncture, and against such pow- 
jerful enemies. Once I was strongly bent upon redst- 
ance : for, while I had liberty, the whole strength of 
that empire could hardly subdue mCj and I might easily 
with stones pelt the metropolis to pieces; but I soon re- 
jected that project with horror, by remembering the oath 
I had made to the emperor, the favours I received from 
him, and the high title of nardac he conferred upon me. 
Neither had I so soon learned the gratitude of courtiers, 
to persuade myself^ that his majesty's present severities 
acquitted me of ail past obligations. 

At last, I fixed upon a resolution, finr whidi it is pro- 
bable I may incur some censure, and not unjustly : for I 
confess I owe the preserving of mine eyes, and conse- 
quehtly n^ 4il>erty, to my own great rashness and want 
of experience ; becaise, if I had then known the nature 
of princes and ministers, which I have since observed Ib 
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many other courts, and th^ir methodf of treating crimt- 
oals less obnoxious than mjself, I should, with great ala- 
crity and readiness, have submitted to so easy a punish- 
ment But hurried on by the precipitancy of youth, 
and having his imperial majesty^ license to pay my 
attendance upon the emperor of Bleftiscu, I took this op- 
portiinity, before the three days were elapsed, to send' a 
letter to my friend the secretary, signifying my resolu- 
tion of setting out that morning for Bleiiiscu, pursuant 
to the leave I had got ; and, without waiting for an an- 
swer, I went to that side of the island where our fleet 
lay. I seized a large man of war, tied a cable to the 
prow, and lifting up the anchm-s, I stripped myself, put 
Biy clothes (together with my coverlet, which I carried 
under my arm) into the vessel, and drawing it after me, 
between wading and swimming, arrived at the royal port 
of Blefuscu, where the people had long expected me : 
they lent me two guides to direct me to the capital cityv 
which is of the same uame. I held them in my hands, 
tin I came within two hundred yards of the gate, and de- 
sired them " to signify my arrival to one of the secreta- 
ries, and let him know, I there waited his majesty's com- 
mand." I had an answer in about an hour^ *^ that his 
majesty, attended by the royal family, and great (Mcers 
of the court, was coming out to receive me." I advanc- 
ed a hundred yards. The emperor and his train al%ht- 
ed from their horses, the empress and ladies from their 
coaches, and I did not perceive they were in any fr^rht 
or concern. I lay uh the ground to kiss his majesty'b 
and the empress's hands. I told his majesty '^ ^lat I 
was come according to my promise, and with the license 
of the emperor my master, to have the honour of aeeir^ 
so mighty a monarch, and to ofTer him any service in my 
power, consistent witii my duty to my own prinee ;^' not 
imentioning a word of n^ disgrace, becaoBe I had hitheiw 
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to no regular ioformation of it, and might suppose myself 
whcdly ignorant of any such design ; neither could I rea<* 
aonably concdve that the emperor would discover the 
iecret, while I was out of his power; wherein, howe- 
ver, it soon appeared I was deceived. 

I shall not trouble the reader with the particular ac- 
coant of mj reception at this court, which was suitable 
to the generosity of so great a prince : nor of the diili- 
tulUes I was in for want of a house and bed, being forc- 
ed to lie on the ground) wrapped up in mj coverlet; 



CHAP. VIII. 

The mdhar^ by a huJcy acddmi, finds means to leave 
Bleftiscu ; and, after some difficulties^ reharns safe to 
Jus native amtiiry. 

THREE days after my arrival, walking out of cu» 
tionty to the north-east coast of the island, I observed, 
wbaai half a league off in the sea, somewhat that look- 
ed like a boat overturned. I pulled off my shoes and 
stockings, and, wading two or three hundred yards, I 
found the object to approach nearer by force of the tide : 
and then plainly saw it to be a real boat, which I sup- 
posed might by some tempest have been driven from a 
ship : whereupon I returned immediately toward the 
city, and denred his imperial majesty to lend me twen- 
ty of the tallest vessels he bad left, after the loss of his 
fleet, and three thousand seamen, under the command 
of bis vice-admiral. Tlus fleet sailed round, ^ while I 
>'ei^ back the ahortett way to the coast, where I Qrsl' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ao GULLIVER'S TRAVELS: PART L 

diacovered the boat; I found the tide had driven it sdll 

nearer, l^he seaiben were all provided with cordage, 

which I |iad beforehand twisted to a sufficient 8trei^;th. 

When the ships came up, I stripped myself and waded 

till I came within a hundi'ed yards of the boat, after 

which I was forced to swim till I got up to it. The 

seamen threw me the end of the cord, which I fastened 

to a hole in the forepart of the boat, and the other end 

to a man of war : but I found all my labour to little 

puqxise ; for, being out of my depth, I was not able to 

work. In this necessity I was forced to swim behind, 

and push the boat forward, as often as I could, with one 

of my hands ; and the tide favouring me, I advanced so 

far, that I could just hold up my chin and feel the 

ground. I rested two or three mmutes, and then gave 

the boat another shove, and so on, till the sea was no 

higher than my arm-pits ; and now the most laborious 

part being over, I took out my oth^ caUes, which were 

stowed in one of the fihips, and fastened them first to 

the boat, and then to nine of the vessels which attended 

roe ; the wind being favourable, the seamen towed, and 

I shoved until we arrived within forty yards of the shore, 

and waiting till the tide was out, I got dry to Uie boat, 

and by the assistance of two thousand men, with ropes 

and engines I made a ^ift to turn it on its bottom, and 

found it was but little dami^ed. 

I shall not trouble the r^der witli the difficulties I 
was under, by the help of certain paddles, which cost 
me ten days making, to get my boat to the royal port of 
Bleiuscu, where a mighty concourse ^ people iqppeaied 
upon my arrival, full of wonder at the sight of so {nnk 
digious a vessel. I told the emperor ^ that ray good 
fortune had thrown this boat in my way, to carry me to 
some place, whence I might return into my native coun- 
tiy ; and begged his majesty's orders fw getting mate<> 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A TOTAGE TO UULIPUT. 81 

^ 

ijals to fit it up, together ivith his license to depart ;" 
which, after some kiad expostulatioDs, he was (leased to 
grant. 

I did very much wonder, in all this time, not to have 
beard* of any express relating to me from our emperor 
to the couit of Blefuscu. But J was afterward given 
privately to undei-stand, that his imperial majesty, never 
imagining I had the least notice of his designs, believed 
I was only gone to Blefuscu in performance of my (n^ 
mise, according to the license he-had given me, which 
was well known at our court, and would return in a few 
days, when the ceremony was ended. But he was. at 
last in pain at my long absence ; and after consulting 
with the treasurer and the rest of that cabal, a person 
of quality was despatched with the copy of the articles 
against me. This envoy had instructions to represent 
to the monarch of Blefuscu, '' the great lenity of his 
master, who wa3 content to punish me no farther than 
with the loss of mine eyes; that I had fled from justice, 
and if I did not return in two hours, I should be de- 
prived of my title of nardac, and declar^^ a traitor.'* 
The envoy failher added, *' that in order to maintain 
the peace and amity between both empires, his master 
e^tpected, that his brother of Blefuscu, would give or* 
ders to have me sent back to Lilliput, bound hand and 
jfoot, to be punished as a traitor." 

The emperor of Blefuscu, -having taken three days to 
consult, returned an answer consisting of many civilities 
and excuses. He said, '* that, as for sending me bound, 
bis brother knew it was impossible; that although I had 
deprived him of his fleet, yet he owed great obligations 
to me, for many good offices I had done him, in making 

* • I did very much wonder not to have heard/ &c. This Sea^ 
tence is ungrammatical, it should have been, * I did veiymuch won- 
dfr, in all thit time, at not having heard of way express,'.'4^c. S. 
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trees, for oars and masts, wherein I was however nudi 
assisted by his majesty's ship-earpenters, who helped me 
ID smoothing them, after I had done the rough work* 

In about a mouth, when all was prepared^ I sent to 
receive his majesty's commands, and to take mj leave. 
The emperor and royal family came out of the palace; 
I lay down on my face to kiss his hand, which he very 
graciously gave me : so did the empress and young 
princes of the blood. His majesty presented me with 
fifty purses of two hundred sprugs apiece, together 
with his picture at full length, which I put immediately 
into ooe of my gloves, to keep it from being hurt. The 
ca^monies at my departure were too many to trouUe 
the reader with at tUs time. 

I stored the bo4t wiih the carcasses of a hundred oxen» 
and three hundred sheep, with bread and drink propor- 
ttonable, and as much meat ready dressed, as four hun- 
dred cooks could provide. I ^ook with me six cows and 
two bulls alive, with as many ewes and rams, intending 
to carry them into my own country, and propagate the 
breed. And to feed them on board, I had a good bun- 
dle of hay, and a bag of com. I would gladly have 
taken a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing the 
emperor would by no means permit ; and, besides a dili- 
gent search into my pockets, his majesty engaged my 
honour ^ not to carry away any of his subjects, al* 
though with their own consent and desire.'^ 

Having thus prepared all things as well as I was able, 
I set sail on the twenty-fourth day of September, 1 701, at 
six in the morning; and when I had gone about four 
leagues to the northward, the wind being at south-east, 
at six in the evening, I descried a small island, about 
half a league to the north-west. I advanced forward, 
and east anchor on the lee-side of the island, which 
aeened to be uninhabited. I then took some refiresK- 
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ment, aod went to mj rest. I slept well, and as I con- 
jecture at least six bpurs^ for I fouad the day broke m 
two hours after I awaked. It was a clear oight [ eat 
my breakfast before the sun was up ; aod heaving an- 
chor, the wmd being favourable, I steered the same 
course that I had done the day before, wherein I was di- 
rected by my pocket compass. My intention was to 
reach, if possible, one of those islands which I had reason 
to brieve lay to the north-east of Van Diemen's land. 
I discovered nothing all that day; butjupon the next, 
about three in the afternoon, when I had by my compu- 
tation made twenty-four leagues from Blefuscu, I des- 
crijBd a sail steering to the south*east ; my course was due 
east I hailed her, but could get no answer ; yet I 
found I gained upon her, for the wind slackened. I 
made all the sail I could, and in half an hour she spied 
Vne, then hung out her ancient, and discharged a gun. 
It is not easy to express the joy I was in, upon the un- 
expected hope of once more seeing my beloved country, 
and the dear pledges I left in it. The ship slackened 
her sails, and I came up with her between five and six 
In the evening, September 26 ; but my heart leapt within 
me to see her English colours. I put my cows and 
dieep into my coat-pockets, and got on board with all 
my little cargo of provisions. The vessel was an Eng- 
lish merchantman, returning from Japan by the North 
and South seas ; the captain, Mr. John Biddel of Dept- 
ford, a very civil man, and an excellent sailor. We 
were now in the latitude of 30 degrees south, there 
were about filly men in the ship ; and here I met an 
old comrade of mine, one Peter Williams, who gave me 
a good character to the captain. This gentleman treated 
me with kindness^ and desured I would let him know 
what place I came from last, and whither I was bound ; 
whiph I did 10 afew words, but he thotight I was rav1i^» 
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mid that &e dai^ers I had^ underwent had dtttmfoed 
my head ; whereupon I took my black cattle and sheep 
out <^ mj pocket, which, after great astonishment^ 
clearly conyinced him of my veracity. I then showed 
Inm the gold giren me by the £mper9r of Bleliiscu, to- 
.gether with his majesty's picture at full length, and 
some other rarities of that country. I gave him two 
parses of two hundred sprues each, and promised when 
we arrived in England, to make him a present of a cow 
and a dieep big with young. 

I shall not trouble the reader with a particular ac- 
count of this voyage, which was very prosperous for the^ 
most part. We arrived in the Downs on the 13th of 
April 1702. I had only one misfortune, that the rats 
/(Ml board carried away one of my sheep ; I found her 
bones in a hole, picked clean from the flesh. The rest 
tX my cattle I got safe ashore, and set them a grazing 
in a bowling-green at Greenwich, where tlie fineness of 
the grass made them feed very heaitily, though I had 
always feared the contrary : neither CQuld I possibly 
have preserved them in so long a voyage, if the captain 
had not allowed me some of bis best biscuit, which rub- 
bed to powder, and mingled with water, was their con- 
stant food. The short dme I continued in England, I 
made a conaderable pn^t by showing my cattle to 
many persons of quality and others : and before I began 
my second voyage, I sold them for six hundred pounds. 
Since my last retuni I find the breed is considerably in- 
creased, especially the sheep, which I hope will prove 
much to the advantage of the woollen manufacture, by 
the fineness of the fleeces. 

* ^ I had anderwenV is not English ; it should have heen * I had 
undergone ;' or, * I underwent' S. 
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I stayed but two mcmths with ray wife and famSy ; ^ 
ibr my insatiable desire of seeing foreign countries 
would suffer me to continue no longer. I left fifteen 
bundred pounds with my wife, and fixed her in a good 
bouse at Redriff. My remaining stock I carried with 
me, part in money and part in goodsi in hopes to im- 
prove my fortunes* My eldest uncle, Jdbn, had left me 
an estate in land, near Epping, of about thirty pounds a 
year ; and I had a long lease of the Black Bull in 
Fetter-Lane, which yielded me as much minre; so that 
I was not in any danger of leaving my family upon the 
parish. My son Johnny, named so aftor his uncle, was 
at the grammarnschool, and a towardly child. My 
daughter Betty (who is now well married, and has chil- 
dren) was then at her needle-work. I took leave of my 
wife, and boy and gurl, with tears on both sides, and 
went on board. the Adventure, a merchant-ship of three 
hundred tons, bound for Surat^ captain John Nicholas of 
Liverpool, commander. But my account of this voyage 
must be referred to the second part of my travels. 
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CHAP. I. 

4 great stcrm described^ the long-boat eerit id Jitch tva^ 
ttr, the author goes with it to^ discover the country. 
Ee is left on shore^ is seizedby one ef the nathes^ and 
carried to afarmer^s house. His reception, with sO' 
veral accidents that happened there. A description if 
ihe itduddtants. 



MAVIKG been eoademned, by nature and fwtune, to 
acdve and restless life^ in two months after my return, I 
again left my native country, and took shipping in the 
Downs on tlie 20th day of June 1702, in the Adven- 
ture, Captain John Nicholas, a Cornish man, command- 
er, bound for Surat We had a very prosperous gale» 
till we arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, where we 
landed for fresh water ; but discovering a leak, we un- 
shipped our goods, and wintered there ; for, the captain 
fidling sick of an ague, we could not leave the Cape till 
the end of March. We then set sail, and had a good 
voyage till we passed the Straits of Madagascar; but 
having got northward of that island, and to about five 
degrees south latitude, the winds, irhich in those se^i^ 
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are observed to blow a constant equal gale between the 
north and west, from the beginning ef December to the 
beginning of May, on the 19th of April began to blow 
with much greater violence, and more westerly than 
usual, continuiug so for twenty days together : during 
which time, we were driven a little to the east of the 
Molucca islands, and about three d^rees northward of 
the line, as our captain found by an observation he took 
the 2d oi May; at which time the wind ceased, and it 
was a perfect calm, whereat I was not a little rejoiced. 
But he, being a man well experienced in the navigation 
of those seas, bid us all prepare against a storm, which 
accordingly happened the day following : for the south- 
em wind, called the southern monsoon, began to set in. 
Finding it was likely to overblow, we took in our 
sprit-sail, and stood by to hand the fore-sail ; but making 
foul weather, we looked the guns were all fast, and hand- 
ed the mizen. The ship lay very broad ofl^ so we 
thought it better spooning before the sea, than trying or 
hulling. We reefed Uie fore-sail and set him, and hauled 
aft the fore-sheet; tlie helm was hard a weather. The 
ship wore bravely. We belayed the fore down-haul ; 
but the sail was split, and we hauled down the yard, and 
got the sail into the ship, and unbound all the things 
dear of it. It was a very fierce storm ; the sea broke 
strange and dangerous. We hauled dTupon the laniard 
of the whip-staii^ and helped the roan at the helm. We 
would not get down our top-mast, but let all stand, because 
she scudded befwre the sea very well, and we knew that 
the top-mast being aloft, the ship was the wholesomer, and 
made better way through the sea, seeing we had sea-room. 
When the storm was over, we set foresail and mainsail, 
and brought the ship to. Then we set the mizen, main- 
top-sail, and the fore-top-sail. Our course was east-north- 
east, the wind was at south-west. We got the starboard 
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tacks aboard, we cast off our weather braces and lifts ; 
we set ki the ke-l»races, and hauled forward by the 
weather bowlings, and hauled them tight, and belayed 
tfaeoi, and hauled over the mizen-tack to windward, and 
kept her full and by as near as she would lie. 

Duriog this storm, which was followed by a strong 
wind west-flouth-west, we were carried, by my compu- 
tation, about five hun<ked leagues to the east, so that 
the oldest sailor on board could not tell in what part of 
the worid we were. Our provisions held out well, our 
^ip was staunch, and our cre^ all in good health ; but 
we lay in the utmost distress for water. We thought H 
best to hold on the same course, rather than turn more 
northerly, which might have brought us to the north* 
west part of Great Tartaiy, and into the Frozen Sea. 

Od the 1 6th day of June, 1 703, a boy on the top-mast 
dkcovered land. On the 1 7th, we came in full view of 
a great island, or continent, **(for we knew not whether) 
on the south side whereof was a small neck of land jut- 
ivog out into the sea, and a creek too shallow to hold a 
ship of above one hundred tons. We cast anchor within 
a league of this creek, and our captain sent a dozen of 
his men well armed in the long-boat, with vessels for 
water, if any could be found. I desired his leave to go 
with them, that I might see the country, and make what 
discoveries I could. When we came to land, we saw no 
river or ^>ring, nor any sign of inhabitants. Our men 
therefore wandered op the shore to find out some fresh wa- 
ter near the sea, and I walked along about a mile on the 
other side, where I observed the country all barren and 
rocky. I now began to be weary, and seeing nothing to 
entertain my curiosity, I returned gently down toward 
the creek ; and the sea being full in my view, I saw our 
men already got into the boat, and rowing for life to the 
ship. I was going to holla after them, although it had 

VOL. IX. t 
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been to little porpose, when I observed a bage dpeature 
valkiDg after them in the sea, as fiutt as he coald : be 
waded not much deeper than his knees, and took pro- 
digous strides : bat our men had the start of him half 
a league, and the sea tbereabouta being fiiU of shai^ 
pointed rodu, the monster iv^as not i^le to overtake the 
boat This I was afterwards told, for I diust not stay 
to see the issue of the adventure ; but ran as fast as I 
could the Way I first went, and then climbed up a steep 
bill, which gave me wane prospect of the couotry. I 
found it fully cultivated ;. Ixit that which first surprised 
me was the length of the grass, which, in those grounds 
that seemed to be k^t for hay, was about twenty feet 
high. 

I fell into a high road, for so I took it to be, though it 
served to the inhabitants only as a footpath throu^ a 
field of barley. Here I walked on for (some time, but 
could see little on either side, it being now near harvest, 
and the^orn rising at least forty feet. I was an hour 
walking to the end of this field, whi^ was fenced in witb 
a hedge of at least one hundred and twenty feet high, 
and the trees so lofty that J could make no computation 
of their altitude. There was a stile to pass from this 
field into the next. It had four steps, and a stone to 
cross ove^r when you come to the uppermoi^t. It was 
impossible for me to climb this stile, because every step 
was iiK feet high, and the upper stone about twenty. I 
was endeavouring to find some gap in the hedge, when 
I discovered one of the inhabitants in the next field, ad- 
vancing towards the stile, of the same size with him 
whom I saw in the sea pursuing our boat He appeared 
as tall as an ordinary spire-steeple, and took about ten ' 
yards at every stride, as near as I could guess. I was 
struck with the utmost fear and astonidiment, and ran to 
hide myself in the corn, whence I saw him at the top df 
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^ stile lookiiig back into the next field on the right 
haod, and heard him call in a voice many degrees kadar 
than a speaking-tntmpet; but the noise was so high in 
the air, that at first I certainly thought it was thunder. 
Whereupon seven monsters, like himself, came towards 
him with reaping hooks in their hands, each hook about 
the largeness of six scythes. These people were not so 
well clad as the first, whose servants or labourers they 
seemed to be ; for, upon some words he spoke, they went 
to reap the corn in the field where I lay. I kept from 
them at as great a distance as I could, but was f<Nxed to 
move with extreme difficulty, for the stalks of the com 
were sometimes not above a foot distant, so that I could 
hardly squeeze my body betwixt them. However, I 
made a shift to go forward, till I came to a part of the 
field, where the com had been laid by the rain and 
wind. Here it was impossible for me to advance a step; 
Ufr the stalks were so interwoven, that I coidd not creep 
through, and the beards of the fallen ears so strong and 
pointed, that they pierced through my clothes into my 
flesh. At the same time I heard the reapers not above 
a hundred yards behind me. Being quite disphited 
with toil, and wholly overcome by grief and despair, I 
lay down between two ridges, and heartily wiAed I 
might there end my days. I bemoaned my desolate 
widow, and fatherless children. I lamented my own 
foUy and wilfulness, in attempting a second voyage, 
against the advice of all my friends and reladons. In 
this terrible agitation of mind, I could not forbear think- 
ing of Ldiiiput, whose inhabitants looked upon me as the 
greatest prodigy that ever appeared in the world ; where 
I was able to draw an imperial fleet in my hand, ^nd 
perform those other actions, whiclv will be recorded for 
ever in the chronicles of that empire, while posterity 
Aall hardly believe them, albough attested by millions 
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I reflected what a mc^fication it must prove to me, t0 
appear as inconsiderable in this nation, as one single 
Lilliputian would be among us. But this I conceived 
was to be the least of my misfortunes ; for, as human crea- 
tures are observed to be more savage and cruel in (nto* 
portion to their bulk, what could I expect but to be a 
raorael in the mouth of the first among these enormous 
barbarians that should happen to seize me ? Undoubt- 
edlj philosophers are in the right, when they tell us 
tiiat nothing is great or little, otherwise than by com- 
parison. It might have pleased fortune to have let the 
lalliputians find some uat)on, where the people were as 
diminutive with i^espect to them, as they were to me* 
And who knows but that even this prodigious race of 
mcnrtak, might be equally overmatched in some dis* 
tant part of the world, whereof we have yet no dis- 
covery. 

Seared and confounded as I was, I could not forbesf 
going en with these reflections, when one of the reapers, 
approaching within ten yards of the i-idge where I lay, 
made me apprehend, diat with the next step I should be 
squashed to death under his foot, or cut in two with his 
reaping-hook^ And therefore, when he was again about 
to move, I screamed as loud as fear could make me. 
Whereupon the huge creature trode short, and, looking 
round about under him for some time, at last espied me 
as I lay on the ground. He considered a while, with 
the caution of one who endeavours to lay hold on a small 
dangerous animal, in such a manner, that it shall not 
be able either to scratch or to bite him, as I myself have 
sometimes done with a weasel in England. At length 
he ventured to take me behind, by the middle, between 
his &>re-finger and thumb, and brought me within three 
yards of his eyes, that he might behold my shape more 
perfectly. [ guessed his meaning, and my good fortune 
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gave me so much presence of mind, that I resolved oot 
to stnigi^le in the least as he held me in the air above 
sixty feet from the ground, although he grievously pinch- 
ed my sides, for fear I should slip through his fiogenu 
All I ventured. was to raise mine eyes toward the sun* 
and place my hands together in a supplicating posture^ 
and to speak some words in an humble melancholy tone, 
suitable to the condition I then was in : for I appre- 
hended every moment that he would dash me agaioit 
the ground, as we usually do any little hateful animal, 
which we have a mind to destroy •''^ But my good star 
would have it, that he appeared pleased with my voice 
and gestures, and began to look upon me as a curiosity, 
much wondering to hear me pronounce articulate words, 
although he could not understand them. In the meau 
time I was not able to forbear groaning and shedding 
tears, and turning my head towards my sides ; lettii^ 
him know, as well as I could, how cruelly I was hurt by 
the [Nressure of his thumb and finger. He seemed to ap- 
prehend my meaning; for, lifting up the lappet of his 
coat, he put me gently into it, and immediately ran 
along with me to his master, who was a su^antial far* 
mer, and the same person I had first seen in the field. 

The farmer having (as I suppose by their .talk) re- 
ceived such an account of me as his servant could give 
him, took a piece of a small straw, about the size of a 
walking stafl^ and therewith lifted up the lappets of my 
coat; which it seems he thought to be some kind of 
covering that nature had given me. He blew my hairs 

* Our inattention to the fixity of senBitive beings, merely became 
tiiey are smaU, is here forciblj reproved: many have wantonly 
crushed an insect, who would shudder at cutting the throat of a dog f 
but it should always be remembered, that the least of these 

** In mortal snflferance feels a pang as great 

^^ As when a giant dies/' H. 
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aside to take a better view of my face. He called hia 
hinds about him, and adked them, as I afterwards lemm- 
' ed, " Whethor they had ever seen in the fields any lit- 
tle creature that resembled me ?^ He then placed me 
«Mj on the ground upon all four, but I got immediate- 
ly up, and walked slowly backward and fcnrward, to let 
those people see I had no intent to run away. They all 
sat down in a circle about me, the better to observe my , 
motions. I pulled off my hat, and m^de a low how t»> 
wards the farmer. I fell on my knees, and lifted up ray 
huids and eyes, and spoke several wcMrds as loud a§.X 
could : I took a purse of gold out of my pocket, and hum^ 
bly presented it to him. He received it on the palm of 
his hand, then applied it close to his eye to see what it 
was, and afterwards turned it several times with the 
point of a pin which he took out of his sleeve, but could 
make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a sign that he. 
diould place his hand on the ground. I then took the 
purse, and opening it, poured all the gold into his palm. 
There were six Spanish pieces of four pistoles each, be* 
side twenty or thirty smaller coins. I saw him wet the 
tip of his little finger upon his tongue, and take up one 
of my largest pieces, and then another ; but he seemed 
to be wholly ignorant whai they were. He made me a 
dgn to put them again into my purse, and the purse agaifi 
into my pocket, which, after offering it to him severe 
times, I thought it best to do. 

The farmer, by this time, was convinced I must be a 
rational creature. He spoke often to me ; but the sound 
of his voice pierced my ears like that of a water-mill, yet 
his words were articulate enough. I answered as loud 
as I could in several languages, and he often laid his ear 
within two yards of me ; but all in vain, for we were 
wholly unintelligible to each other. He then sent hb 
servants to their work, aod taking his bandk^t^bief out 
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of bk pocket, he do«bled and sptead it on hk left band, 
which he placed flat on the ground with the palm up- 
ward, making me a sign to step into it, as I could eaiiljr 
do^ for it was not above a foot in thickness. I thought 
it my part to obey, and, fw fear of falling, laid myself at 
full length upon the handkerchief with the remainder of 
which he lapped me up to the head for farther securitj, 
and in this manner carried me home to his house. There 
he called his wife, and showed me to her; but she 
screamed and ran back, as women in England do at the 
nsbt of a Joad or a spider. However, when she had a 
wl^e seen my behaviour, afinnvw^en i oSserved the 
signs her husband made, she was soon reconciled, and by 
degrees grew extremely tender of me. 

It wa9 about twelve at noon, and a servant brought 
in dinner. It was only one substantial dish of meat, 
(fit for the plain condition of a husbandman) in a dish 
of about four and twenty feet diameter. The company 
were the farmer and his wife, three children, and an 
old grandmother. When they were sat down, the 
fiurmer placed me at some distance from him on the 
table, which was thirty feet high from the floor* I was 
in a terrible fright, and kept as far as I could from 
the edge for fear of falling. The wife minced a bit of 
meat, then crumbled some bread on a trencher, and 
l^aced it before me. I made her a low bow, took out 
my knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them ex- 
ceeding delight. The mistress sent her maid for a 
small dram-cup, which held about two gallons, and filled 
it with drink ; I took up the vessel with much difficult 
ty in both hands, and in a most respectful manner drank 
to her ladyship's health, expressing the words as loud 
as I could in English, which made the company laugh 
80 heartily, that I was almost deafened with the noise. 
This llcpior tasted like a small cyder, and was not un 
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pleasant. Then the master made me a sign to come to 
ills treneber side; but as I walked on the taUe, being in 
great surfNTise all the time, as the indii%ent reader will 
easily cooceire and excuse, I happened to stumMe 
against a cnist, and fdl flat on my face, but received no 
hurt. I got up immediately, and oNerving the good 
peq)le to be in much concern, I took my hat (which I 
held under my arm out of good manners) and waving 
it over my head, made three huzzas, 4o> show { had got 
no mischief by my fall. But advancing forward to- 
ward my master (as I shall henceforth call him) his 
youngest son wna Mm, nrxr nrai, an arcn Boy ol aooui 
ten yeai-s old, took me up by the legs, and held me sa 
high in the air, that I trembled every limb : but his 
father snatched me from him, and at the same time gave 
him such a box on the left ear, as would have felled a 
European troop of horse to the earth, ordering him to 
be taken from the table. But being afraid the boy 
might owe me a spite, and well remembering how mis- 
chievous all ehilch-en among us naturally are to sparrows, 
rabMts, young kittens, and puppy-dogs, I fell on my 
knees, and pointing to the boy, made my master to un- 
derstand, as well as I could, that I desired his son might 
be pardoned. The father complied, and the lad took 
his seat again, whereupon I went to him and kissed his 
hand, which my master took, and made him stroke me 
gently with it. 

In the midst of dinner, my mistress's favourite cat 
leaped into her lap. I heard a noise behind me like 
that of a dozen stocking-weavers at work ; and turning 
my head, I found it proceeded from the piurring of that 
animal, who seemed to be three times laiger than an ox, 
as I computed by the view of her head, and one of her 
paws, while her mistress was feeding and stroking her. 
The fierceness of this creatuie's countenance aHogetbei^ 
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discompesed me ; though I stood at the farther end of 
the table above fiifty feet off; and although mj mistress 
beld her fast, for fear she might give a spring, aod seize 
me in her talons. But it happened there was no danger; 
for the cat took not the least notice of me, when my 
master placed me within three yards of her* And as I 
have been always told, and found true by experience 
in my travels, that flying or discovering fear before a 
fierce animal, is a certain way to make it pursue or at- 
tack you, so I resolved, in this dangerous juncture, to 
show no manner of concern. I walked with intrepidity 
five or SIX times before the very head of the cat, and 
c^ame within half a yard of her; whereiyxm she drew 
herself back, as if she were more afraid of me. I had 
less apprehension concerning the dogs, whereof three w 
four came into the room, as it is usual in farmers' houses ; 
one of which was a mastiff equal in bulk to four ele- 
phants, and a greyhound, somewhat taller than the mas- 
tiff, but not so laige. 

. When dinner was almost done, the nurse came in 
with a child of a year old in her arms, who immediate* 
ly ^ied me, and began a squall, that you might have 
heard from Ixmdon-Bridge to Chelsea, after the usual 
(vatory of infants to get me for a [day-thing. The 
mother, out of pure indulgence, took me up, and put 
me towards the child, who presently seized me by the 
middle, and got my head into his mouth, where I roared 
so loud that the urchin was frightened, and letme drop^ 
and I should infallibly have broke my neck, if the mo- 
ther had not held her apron under me. The nurse, to 
quiet her babe, made use of a rattle, which was a kind 
of hollow vessel filled with great stones, and fastened by 
a cable to the child's waist : but all in viin, so that she 
was forced to appfy the last remedy by giving it suck* 
I must confess no object ever disgusted me so much as 
• B 2 
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the sight of her monstrous breast, which I cannot tell 
what to compare with, so as to give the curious reader 
an idea of its bulk, shape, and colour. It stood pnn 
minent six feet, and could not be less than sixteen in 
circumference. The'nipple was about half the bigness 
of my head, and the hue both of that and the dug, so 
▼aried with spots, pimples, and freckles, that nothing 
could appear m(nre nauseous : for I had a near sight of 
ber, she sitting down the more conTeuientlj to give 
suck, and I standing on the table. This made me re^ 
fleet upon the fair skins of our English ladies, who ap- 
pear so beautffiil to us, only because they are of our 
own size, and their defects not to be seen but through a 
magnifying glass; where we find by experiment, that 
the smoothest and whitest skins look rough, and coarse, 
and ilKcdoured. 

. I remember, when I was at Lilliput, the complexions 
of those diminutive people appeared to me the fairest in 
the WOTld ; and talking upon this subject with a person 
of learning there, who was an intimate friend of mine, he 
said that my face appeared mucb faii'er and smootlter 
when he looked on me from the ground, than it did upon 
a nearer view when I took him up in my hand, and 
brought him dose, which he confessed was at first a 
very shocking dght. He said, '^ he could discover 
great holes in my skin; that the stumps of my beard 
were ten times stronger than the bristles of a boar, and 
rgy complexion made up of several colours altogether 
disagreeable :'' although I must beg leave to say far 
myself, that I am as fair as most of my sex and coun- 
tiy, and very little sun-bnmt by all my travels^ On* 
the other ride, diseoursnig of iite ladies in that empe-- 
ror's court, he used to tell me, ** one had fireckles, an« 
other too wide a mouth, a third too large a nose ;** 
nothing of which I was aUe to distinguish. I confb^,. 
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ibis reflection was obvious eooagh; whldi, however, I 
could oot forbear, lest the reader might think those vast 
creatures were actually deformed : for I must do them 
the justice to say, thej are a comely race of people; 
laud particularly the features of my master's counts* 
nance, althou^ he were but a farmer, when I beheld 
him from the height of sixty feet, appeared very well 
proportioned. 

When difiner was done, my master went out to his 
labourers, and, as I could discover by his voice and 
gesture, gave his wife a strict charge to take care of me. 
2 was very much tired, and disposed to sleep, which my 
mistress pefceiving, die put me on her own bed, and co« 
Tcred me with a clean white handkerchief but laig^ 
and coarser than the main-sail of a man of war. 

I slept about two hoinrs, and dreamt I was at home 
with my wife and children, which aggravated my sor-^ 
rows when I awake^"^ and found myself alone in a vast 
room, between two and three hundred feet wide, and 
above two hundred high, lying in a bed twenty yards 
wide. My mistress was gone about her household af- 
feirs, and had Iddced me in. The bed was eight yards 
from the flow. Some natural necessities required me 
to get down : I durst not presume to call, and if I had,. 
ft would hKYt been in vain, with such a voice as mine, 
at so great a ^stance as from the room where I lay, to 
die kitchen where the family kept^ While £ was un* 
der these cnrcumstances, two rats crept up the curtains^, 
and ran smelling backwards and forwards on the bed. 
One of them' came up almost to my feuse, whereupon I 
rose in a fr%ht, and drew out my hanger to defend my* 
mlL These horrible animals had the Ixddness to attack 

• Tbit ooglit to have been * awoke,* the preterit of the veri> SMO^ 
Iter, not ^* awaked,^* the preterit of the verb active. S. 
t This it a LiscostiMtim proviociaUim. N» 
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me on both ^es, and one of th^n held hb fore-feet at^ 
mj collar ; but I had the good fortime to rip up his 
belly, before he could do me any mlsdiie£ He fell 
down at my feet, and the other seeing the fate of his 
comrade made his escape, but not without one good 
wound on the back, which I gave hin as he fled, and 
made the blood run trickling from him. After this ex* 
ploit, I walked gently to and fto on the bed, to recovee 
my breath, and loss of i^irits* These creatures were of 
the size of a large mastiff, but infinitely more nimble 
and fierce ; so that if I Had taken off my belt before I 
went to sleep, I must have infallibly been torn to piece» 
and devoured. I meiasured the tail of the dead rat, and 
found it to be two yards long, wanting an indi ; but it 
went against my stomach to drag the carcass off the bed» 
where h lay still bleeding; I obsenred it had yet some 
life, but with astroBg slash across the neck, I thoroughly^ 
despatched it. 

Soon after my mistress came into the room, who seeing^ 
me all Uoody, ran and took me up in her hand. I 
pointed to the dead vat, smiting^ and making o^r s%qs 
10 diow I war not hurt ; whereat she was extremely re<» 
joiced, calling the maid to take up the dead rat with a 
pair of tongs, and throw it out of the window. Theo 
she set me on a table, where I diowed her my hai^^er 
all bloody, and wipingjit on the lappet of my coat, re-^ 
turned it to the scabbards I was pressed to do more 
tlian one tiung wbidi another coidd not do for me, and 
therefore eideavoured to make my mistress understand^ 
that I desired to be set down on the Qoot ; which after 
ahe had done, my bashfulness would not suffer me to ex- 
press myi^ farther, than by pointing to the door, and 
bowing se'T^al times. The good woman,. with much 
diifieulty, at last perceived what I would be at, and 
taking me up s^^ain in her band, walkedinto thegarden^ 
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where she 8et me dowii. I vent on ooe nde aboat tiro 
fauDclred yards, and beckooiug to her not to look or to 
follow me, I hid myself between two leaves of sorrel, 
amd there dischlBiiged the necessities of nature. 

I hope the gentle reader wHl excuse me for dwelling 
on these and the like particulars, which however insig- 
oiieaot diey may appear to grovelling vulgar minds, 
yet will certainly help a philoaopher to enlarge his 
thoughts and imagination, and ap{^y them to tlie benefit 
of public as well as private life, which was my sole de- 
fign in presenting this, and other accounts of my travels^ 
to the world : wherein I have been chiefly studious of 
truth, without affecting any ornaments of learning or of 
style. But the whole scene of this voyage made so 
strong an impression on my mind, and is so deeply fixed 
in my memory, that in committing it to paper, I did not 
omit one material circumstance : however, upon a strict 
review, I blotted out several passages of less moment 
which were in my first copy, for fear of being censured 
as tedious and trifling, whereof travellers are often, per- 
haps not without justice, accused. 



CHAP. II. 

A descriptim ff the farmer's daughter. The author 
carried to a markOrtorm^ and then to (he metropoUe. 
The particulars of his journey. 

TAy mistress had a daughter of nine years old, a child 
of towardly parts for her age, very dexterous at her 
needle, and skilful in dressing her baby. Her moth^ 
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and she contrived to fit up the baby's cradle for me 
agauist night : the cradle was piit into a small drawer of 
a cabinet, and the drawer placed upon a hanging sh^lf 
for fear of the rats. This was my bed all the time I 
staid with those people, though made mwe ccmvenient 
by degrees, as I began to learn thehr language, and make? 
jBj wants known. This young girl was so handy, tlml 
aftgr I had once or twice pulled off my clothes before 
her, she was able to dress and undress me, though T 
never gave her that trouble when she would let me do^ 
either myself. She made me seven shirts, and some other 
Mnen, of as fine cloth as could be got, which indeed waat 
coarser than sackcloth ; and these she constantly ^ade<f 
for me with her own hands. She was likewise mj 
school-mistress to teach me the language ; when I point- 
ed to an;^ thing, she told me the name of it in her own 
tongue, so that in a few days I was able to call for what-' 
ever I had a mind to. She was very good-natured, and 
not above forty feet high, being little for her age. She 
gave jne the name of QrUdrig^ which the femily took up, 
and afterwards the whole kingdom. The word imports,'^ 
what the Latins call nammculus^ the Italians homuncef- 
letianf and the English manmkm. To her I chiefly 
owe my preservation in that country : we never parted 
while I was there f. I called her my GtumdalcUU^ or 
little nurse ; and should* be guilty of great ingratitude,. 
If I omitted this honourable mention of her care and. 
affection toward me, which I heartily wish it lay in mj 
power to requite as she deserves, instead of being the 
innocent, but unhappy instrument of her disgrace, as I 
have too much reason to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the neigh* 
bourhood, that my master had found a strange animaT 
in the field, about the bigness of a spUumudc, but exact- 
ly shaped in every part like a human creature j wbiGla^ 
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it likewise imkated io all its actions; seemed to speak 
in a little language of its own, had already learned seve- 
ral words of theirs, went erect upon two legs, was tame 
and gentle, would come when it was called, do what* 
ever it was bid, had the finest limbs in the world, and a 
complexion fairer than a nobleman's daughter of three 
years old. Another farmer, who lived hard by, and 
was a partkular friend of my master, came on a visit on 
purpose to inquire into the truth of this story. I was 
immediately produced, and placed upon a table, where 
I walked as I was commanded, drew my hanger, put it 
up again, made my reverence to my master's guest, ask- 
ed him inhia own language how he did, and told him he 
was welcome, just as my little nurse had instructed me. 
This man who was old and dim-sighted, put on his spec** 
tacles to behold me better, at which I could not forbear 
laughing very heartily^ for his eyes appeared like the 
fiill moon shining into a chamber at two windows.* Our 
people, who discovered the cause of my mnrth, bore me 
company in laughing, at which the old fellow was fool 
enough to be angry and out of countenance. He had 
the character of a great miser ; and, to my misfortune, 
be-well deserved it, by the cursed advice he gave my' 
master, to show me as a sight upon a market-day in the 
next town, which was half an hour's riding, about two 
and twenty miles from our house. I jessed there was 
some mischief contriving, when I observed my master 
and his friend whispering long together, sometimes point- 
ing at me ; and my fears made me fancy that I overheard* 
and understood some of their words. But the next 
morning Glnmdalclitch, my little nurse, told me the 
whole matter, which she had cunningly picked out from- 
her mother. The poor girl laid me on her bosom, and 
fell a weeping with shame and grief. She .apprehend- 
ed some miscbief would happen to me from rude vulgar. 
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fojks, who might squeeze me to death, or break one of 
my limbs by taking me iu their hands. She had also 
observed how modest I was in my nature, how nicely I 
r^arded my honour, and what an indignity I should 
conceive it, to be exposed for money as a puUic specta* 
de, to the meanest of the people. She said, her papa 
and mama bad promissed that Grildrig should be hers, 
but now she found they meant to serve her as they did 
last year, when they pretended to give her a lamb, and 
yet, as soon as it was fat, sold it to a butcher. For my 
own part, I may truly affirm, that I was less concerned 
than my nurse. I had a strong hope, which uever left 
me, that I should one day recover my liberty ; and as 
to the Ignominy of being can-led about for a monster, I 
considered myself to be a perfect stranger in the coun- 
try, and that such a misfortune could never be charged 
upon me as a reproach, if ever I should return to Eng- 
land ; since the king of Great Britain himself, in my con- 
* ditiou, must have undergone the same distress. 

My master, pursuant to the advice of his friend^ car- 
ried me in a box the next market-day to the neighbour- 
ing town, and took along with him his little daughter, 
my nurse, upon a pillion behind him. The box was dose 
on every ade, with a little door for me to go in and out, 
and a few gimletholes to let in air. The girl had been 
80 careful as to put the quilt of her baby's bed into it, for 
me to lie down on.' However, I was terribly shaken and 
discomposed in this journey, though ii^ were but half an 
hour. For the horse went about forty feet at every 
step, and trotted so high, that the agitation was equal 
to the rising and falliiig of a ship in a great storm, but 
much more frequent. Our journey was somewhat far- 

* The subjunctive mood Is improperly used here, it should have beoik 
tiie indicative, ♦ thoagh it was,' instead of * though it were.' S. 
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Aer than from London to St Alban's. My master alif^- 
ed at an inn which he used to frequent ; and after con^ 
suiting awhile with the inn-beeper, and making some ne- 
cessary (Hreparations, he hired the grultrud^ or crier, to 
give notice through the town of a strange creature to be 
seen at the sign of the Green Eagle, not sal^ as a aplaC' 
fMck, (an animal in that country very finely shaped, 
about SOX feet long) and in every part of the body re- 
sembling a human creature, could speak several words, 
and perform a hundred diverting tricks. 

I was placed upon a table in the lai^est room of the 
*-**» aeHlcb might be near three hundred feet square. 
My little nurse stood on a low stool close to the table, 
to take care of me, and direct what I should do. My 
master, to avoid a crowd, would suffer only thirty peo- 
ple at a time to see me. I walked about on the table as 
the giii commanded : she asked me questions, as far as 
she knew my understanding of the language reached, 
and I answered them as loud as I could. I turned about 
several times to the company, paid my bumbk respects^ 
said thy were welcome^ and used some other speeches I 
had been taught. I took up a thimble filled with liqu(»v 
which Glumdalclitch had given me for a cup, and drank 
their health. I drew out my hanger, and flourished 
with it after the manner of fencers in England. My 
nurse gave me a part of a straw, which I exercised as a 
pike, having learnt the art in my youth. I was that 
day shown to twelve sets of company, and as often forc- 
ed to act over agaia the same fopperies, till I was half 
dead with weariness and vexation, for those who had 
seen me made such wonderful reports, that the people 
were ready to break down the doors to come in. My 
master, for his own interest, would not suffer any one to 
touoh me except my nurse; and to prevent danger, 
benches were set round the table, at such a distance aa 
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to put inc out of every bo^'s reach. However, an un* 
hicky 0chool4K>7 aimed a hazel-nut directly at my head, 
which very narrowly missed me ; otherwise it came with 
so much vk)lence, that it would have infallibly knocked 
out my Inrains, for it was almost as large as a small purn* 
pion ; but I had the satisfaction to see the young rogue 
well beaten, and turned out of the room. 

My master gave public notice that he would «how me 
again the next market-day^ and in the mean time he 
prepared a more convenient vehicle for me, which he 
had reason enough to do; for I was so tired with my 

hours together, that I could hardly stand upon my legs, 
or spedk a word. It was at least three days before I re> 
covered my strength ; and that I might have no rest at. 
home, all the neighbouring gentlemen from a hundred 
miles round, hearing of my fame, came to see me at my 
master^s own house. There could not be fewer than 
thirty persons with their wives and children (for the 
country is very populous ;) and my master demanded 
the rate of a full room whenever he shewed rae at home, 
although it were only to a single family : so that for some 
time I had but little ease every day of the week (except 
Wednesday, which is their sabbath) although I were not 
carried to the town. 

My master, finding how profitable I was likely to be, 
resolved to carry me to the most considerable cities of 
the kingdom. Having therefore provided himself with 
all things necessary for a long journey, and settled his 
affairs at home, he took leave of his wife, and upon the 
1 7th of August 1 703, about two months after my arrival, 
we set out for the metropolis, situate near the middle of 
that empire, and about three thousand miles distance 
from our house. My master made his daughter Olum- 
dalclitch ride behmd him. She carried me on her lap 
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in a box tied about ber waist The girl had lined i^ 
all sides with the sdtest cloth she could get, weUt[uilted 
underneath, furnished it with her baby's b^ci« provide 
me with linen and other necessaries, and made every 
thing as convenient as she could. We had no other 
company but a boy of the house, who rode after us with 
the luggage. ^ * 

My master's design was to show me in all the towns 
by the way, and to step out of the road, for 'fifty or a 
hundred miles, to any village or person of quality's 
house, where he might expect custom. We made easy 
joumies, of not above seven or eight score miles a day : 
for Olumdalclitch, on purpose to spare me, complained 
she was tired with the trotting of the horse. She often 
took me out of my box, at my own desire, to give me air, 
and show me the country, but always held me fast by a 
leading-string. We passed over five or six rivers, many 
degrees broader and deeper than the Nile, or the Gan- 
ges; and there was hardly a rivulet bo small as the 
Thames at London-Bridge. We were ten weeks in our 
journey, and I was shown in eighteen large towns, be- 
side many villages and private families. 

On the 26th day of October, we arrived at the me- 
tropolis, called in theh* language Lorbrtdgrud, or Pride 
of the Universe. My master took a lodging in the prin- 
cipal street of tlie city, not far from the royal palace, 
and put out bills in tlie usual form, containing an exact 
description of my person and parts. He hired a large 
room between three and four hundred feet wide. He 
provided a table sixty feet in diameter, upon which I 
was to act my part, and pallisadoed it round three feet 
fix>ro the edge, and as many high, to prevent my falHng 
over. I was shown ten times a day, to the wonder and 
sadrfaction of all people. I could now speak the laov 
goage tolerably well, and perfectly understood every 
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>rord that was spoken to me. Besides, I had learnt 
their rtphabet, and could make a shift to' explam a sen- 
tence here and there; for Glumdalclitch had been roy 
instructor, while we were at home, and at Idsure hours 
during our journey. She carried a Httle book in her 
pocket, not much larger than a Sanson's Atlas; it was a 
common treatise for the use of young girls, giving a short 
account of their religion ; out of this she taught me my 
letters, and interpreted the words. 



CHAP. in. 

The author sent for to court. The queen htye him if 
his master the farmer, and presents Urn to the king. 
He disputes rdth his majesty^s great scholars. An 
apartment at court provided far the author. He is in 
high favour wUh the queen. He stands up for thi 
honour ef his awn country. His qtwrrds with the 
queen* s dwarf. 

THE frequent labours I underwent every day, made 
in few weeks a very considerable change in my health : 
the more my master got by me, the more insatiable ie 
grew. I had quite lost my stomach, and was almost re- 
duced to a skeleton. The farmer observed it, and con- 
cluding I must soon die, resolved to make as good a 
hand of me as he could. While he was tlius reasooing 
and resolving with himself, a sardral^ or gentleman-ush- 
er came from court, commanding my master to carry me 
immediately thither fwr the diversion of the queen and 
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ber ladies. Some of the latter had akeady been to see 
me, aod reported strange things of my beauty* behayiour, 
and good sense. Her majesty, and those irho attended 
her, were beyond measure delighted wilh my demean- 
our. I fell on my knees, and be^ed the honour of 
kisdng her imperial foot; but this graci<ms princess held 
oat her little finger toward me, after I was set on a ta- 
ble, which I emlnraced in both my arms, and put the tip 
of it with the utmost respect to my lip. She made me 
MHoe general questions about my country, and my tra- 
Tek, which I answered as distinctly, and in as few^ 
vords as I could. She asked, ^ whether I would be con- 
tent to live at court ?" I bowed down to the board of 
the table, and humbly answered ^ that I was my mas- 
ter's slave; but, if I were at my own disposal, I should 
be proud to devote my life to her majesty's service." 
She then asked my master, ^ whether he was willing to 
lell me at a good price ?" He, who apprehended I 
could not live a month, was ready enough to part with 
ne, and demanded a thousand pieces of gold, which 
vere ordered him on the spot, each piece being about the 
bigDess of eight hundred moidores ; but allowing for the 
proportion of all things between that coimtiy and Eu- 
rope, and the high price of gold among them, was hard- • 
\f so great a sum as a thousand guineas would be in 
^laod- I then said to the queen, ^ Since I was now 
ber majesty's most humble creature and vassal, I must 
^ the favour, that Glumdalclitch, who had always 
leuded me with so much care and kindness, and under- 
stood to do it so well, might be admitted into her ser- 
vice, and continue to be my nurse and instructor." 

Her majesty agreed to my petition, and easily got the 
famer's consent, who was glad enough to have his 
iau^ter preferred at court, and the poor girl herself was 
lot able to hide her joy. My late master withdrew, 
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faiddii^ me farewel, and sajingfaehad left ooe Sn a godd 
service; to wlttch I replied not a word, only makii^ 
him a slight bow. 

The queen observed my coldness ; and, when the far* 
mer was gone out of the apartment, asked me the reason. 
I made bold to tell her majesty, ^' that I owed no other 
obligation to my late master^ than his not dashing out 
the brains of a poor harmless creature, found by chance 
in his fields; which obHgation was amply recompensed, 
by the gain he had made in showing me through half 
the kingdom, and the prke he had now sold me £nr. 
That th^ life I had since led, was laborious enough to 
kill an animal often times my strength. That my health 
was much impaired, by the conUnual drudgery of enfer- 
taining the rabble every hour of the day ; and that, it 
my master had not thought my life in danger, her ma- 
jesty would not have got so cheap a bargain. But as I 
was out of all fear of being ill treated, under the protec* 
tion of so great and good an empress, the ornament of 
nature, the darling of the world, the delight of her sub- 
jects, the {Aoenix of the oration; so, I hoped my late 
master's apprehensions would appear to be grounc^fl^ 
Cnr I already found my spirits revive, by the infltienee 
of her most august presence." 

This was the sum of my speech, delivered with great 
improprieties and hesitation. The latter part was alto- 
gether framed in the style peculiar to tliat people, where^ 
of I learned some phrases from Glumdalclitdi, while she 
was carrying me to court. - 

The queen, giving great allowance for my defective* 
ness in speaking, was, however, surprised at so much 
wit and good sense, in so diminutive an auimaL She 
took me in her own hand, and carried me to the king, 
who was then retired to his cabinet. His m^jesty^ a 
prince of much gravity and austere countenance^ not 
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reD ebflerviog mj shape at first view, asked tlie qiieoi 
after a cold manner, '^ how long it was since she grew 
fond of a sphwnuck?^^ for such it Heems he took me to 
be, as I lay upon my breast in her majesty's right hand. 
9ut this princess, who has an infinite deal of wit and 
bomoor, set me gently on my feet upon the scrutoire^ 
and commanded me to give his majesty an account of 
jqrsel^ which I did in a veiy few words : and Glum- 
dalditdi, who attended at the caUnet do<nr, and could 
Qot eiKhure I should be out of her sight, being admitted, 
eoDfirmed all that had passed from my arriyal at her 
faAher's house. 

The king, although be be as learned a person as any 
io^ dominions) had been educated in the study of 
^iHoBophy, amd particularly mathematics^ yet when he 
observe my diape exactly, and tow me walk erect, be- 
ibre I began to speak, conceived I nd^t be a piece of 
dock-work (which is in that country arrived to a veiy 
great perfection) contrived by some ingenious artist. 
But when he heard my voice, and found what I deli<* 
Tered to be regular and rational, he could not conceal hit 
ac^onishment. He was by no means satined with the 
relation I gave him, of the. manner I came into his 
kingdom, but thought it a story concerted between Glum- 
dakditch and her Deither, who had tai^ht me a set of 
Tflrds, to make me sell at a better price. Upon this 
imagination, he put several other questions to ose, and 
itifl received rational answers ; no otherwise defective, 
tban by a foreign accent, and an imperfect knowledge 
in the language, with some rustic phrases, which I had 
learned at the farmer's house, and did not suit the polite 
i^le of a court. 

His majesty sent for three great scholars, who were 
fteo in the weekly waiting, according to the custom in 
4rt country. These gentlemen, after they had a while 
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examined my Aape ^ith much nicety, were of diflerent 
opinions concerning me. They all agreed, that I could 
not be |nt>duced according to the regular laws of nature^ 
because I was not framed with a capacity of preserving 
my life, eidier by swiftness, or climlnng of trees, or dig- 
^ng holes in the earth. They observed by my teeth, 
which they viewed with great exactness, that I was a 
camlvoroos animal ; yet most quadrupeds being an over- 
match for me, and field-mice, with some others, too nim- 
ble, they could pot imagine how I should be able to sup- 
port myself, unless I fed upon snails and other insects, 
which they offered, by many learned arguments, to 
evince that I could not posubly do.* One of these 
Tirtuosi seemed to think that I might be an emlnryo^ or 
abortive birth. But this opinion was rejected by the 
other two, who observed my limbs to be perfect and 
finished ; and that I had lived several years, as it was 
manifest from my beard, the stumps whereof they plaiidy 
discovered through a magnifying-glass. They would 
not allow me to be a dwarf, because my littleness was 
beyond all degrees of comparison : for the queen's fo- 
vourite dwarf, the smallest ever known in that kingdom, 
was near Uiirty feet high. After much debate, they 
concluded unanimously, that I was only rdplum setU' 
cathi which is interpreted literally lusus natura ; a de- 
termination exactly agreeable to the modem philosophy 
of Europe, whose professors, disdaining the old evadoD 
of occult causes, whereby the followers of Aristotle en- 
deavoured in vain to disguise their ign<»rance, have in- 



* By this reasoning the author probably intended to ridkule the 
pride of those philosophers, who have tliought fit to^arraign the wis- 
dom of Providence in the creation and government of tlie world ; 
whose cavils are specious, like those of the Brobdingnagian sages, 
only in proportion to the ignorance of those to whom they are pro- 
posed. H. 
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Yented this wonderful solatioo of aU dfficultieS) to the 
unspeakable advancemeot oi human koowledgew 

After this decisive conclusion, I entreated to be hesdrd 
a word or tifo. I applied myself to the king, and as- 
fBured his nmjesty, ^ that I came from a country which 
abounded with several millions of both sexes, and of my 
own stature ; where the animals, trees, and houses were 
all in proportion, and where, by consequence, I m%ht 
be as able to defend myself, and to find sustenance, as 
any of his majesty's subjects could do here; which I 
tock for a full answer to those gentlemen's arguments." 
To this they only replied with a smile of contempt, ss^* 
Big, ^' that the farmer had instructed me very well in 
my lesson."^ The king, who had a much better under- 
standing, dismissing his lemned men, sent finr the farmei^ 
who by good fortune was not yet gone out of town. 
Having therefore first examined him privately, and then 
confronted him with me and the young girl, his majesty 
began to think that what we told him might posslblybe 
hrue. fie desired the queen to order that, a particular 
care AmM be taken of me; and was of opinion, that 
Olumdaiclitch should still conthmein her office of tend- 
ing me, because he observed we had a great affectioD 
for each other. A convenient apartment was provided 
for her at court; she had a sort of governess app<^nted 
to take care of her education, a maid to dress her, and 
two other servants for menial offices ; but the care of me 
was wholly appropriated to herself. The queen com- 
manded her own cabinet-maker to contrive a box, that 
might serve me for a bed-chamber, after the model that 
Olumdaiclitch and I should agree upon. This man was 

* This satire is labelled against all who reject those focts forwhich 
they cannot perfectly account, notwithstanding the absurdity of re- 
jecting the testimony by which they are supported. H. 
VOL. IX. F 
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« most tugeiiioia aitkt, sod according lo my directioii m 
three weeks fioisbod for me a wooden chttuber of axteen 
feet square, and twelve bigh, with sash-wiodows, a doGr, 
«Bd two doseta, Hke a JLondoD bed-chamber. The board 
<hat made the eeiUog, was to be lifted up and dowa b^ 
two hinges to pint in a bed ready Amished by ber ma- 
jesty's upholsterer, which GttUDdalcUtdi took out every 
day to aiif, made it wkh her own hands, and letting it 
down at night, kdoed up the roof over me. A nice 
workaaap, wiio was famous for MtUe curiosities, undei- 
took to Buike me two chairs, with backs and frames, of a 
aubstance not unlike ivory, aiKl two tables, with acabi- 
net to put my things in. The room was quilted on atf 
sides, as wdl as die floor and the ceiling, to prevent ai^ 
accideoit from the caretesness of those who carried nie» 
and to break the force of a jolt, when I went in a coach. 
J desired a lock for my door^ to prevent rats and mice 
from oooBilDg in. The smith, after several attempts, made 
the imallsst ikU ever was seen among them, for I have 
kaowa a lai;ger vd die gate of a gentleman's house ir 
£0glaod. I made a shift to keep the key in a pocket of 
my > own, Ibaring Olnmdi^fitdi might lose it. The 
queen Mloewtae otdered the thinnest alks that coidd be 
gottea to make me dothes, not much thicker thaa aa 
Eagtish blanket, very cumbersome, till I was accustomed 
io than* They were after the fosbion of the kingdom, 
partly resembling Ae Persian, and partly the Chinese, 
and are a very grave and decent habit. 

The queen became so fond of my company, that she 
CMild not dine widiout me. I had a table placed upon 
the same at liirhich her majesty eat, ^st at her elbow, and 
a chair to sit on. Glumdalclitch stood on a sto(^ on 
die floor near my table, to assist and take care of me. 
I had an entire set of silver dishes and plates, and other 
ne<;essaries, wlilcb, in proportion to those of the queep. 
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irere net maiA b^^jfer thao irhat I have seen ia a Lon- 
doQldjshop, forthefurnitnTeof ababj'-bottfle: tlKsemy 
fittle fiane kept in ber pocket in a sUver foox^ and gave 
iBe at mesh as I wanted them, ahrajs deaning them 
bene^ No penon dined with tbe queen but the twa 
{iilK669e6 royal, the elder sbtteen yean old, and the 
younger at diat time thirteen and a month. Her aoajes- 
tyiified to put a ^i of meat upon one of my dishes, oat 
of which I carved (of myself, and ber diversion was to 
see me eat in n^nialure ; for the queen (who had indeed 
\mA a weak stomach) took up, at one mouthful, as much 
as a doeen En^sh farmers could eat at a meal, which 
to me was for some time a very nauseous sight.^ She 
w<wM craimdi tlie wing of a lark, hones and all, between 
ber teedi, although it were nine times as large as that 
of a fell grown turkey ; and put a bit of bread in her 
mouth, as l»g as two twelve-penny loaves. She drank 
oat of a golden cup, above «- hogshead at a draught. — 
Her knives were twice as long as a sithe, set strait up- 
on the handle. The spoons, forks, and other instru- 
ments, were all in the same proportion. I remember when 
Ghimdalclitch carried me, out of curiosity, to see some 
of the tables at court, wh^e ten or a dozen of those enor- 
mous knives and forks were lifted up together, I thought, 
I had never till then belield so terrible a s%ht. 

* Among other dreadful aod diagesting images which custom haa 
Tendered familiar, are tliose which arise from eating animal food : 
he who has ever turned with abhorrence from the skeleton of a beast 
whidi ha8 been picked whole by birds or vermin, must coafiess tiiat habit 
••If co«ld have enabled him to endure the sight of the mangled bones 
and flesh of a dead carcass which every day cover his table j and he 
who reflects on the number of lives that have been sacrificed to sus^ 
tain his own, should inquire by what the account has been balanced 
and whether his life is become proportiooably of more value by tfa& 
exercise of virtue aud piety, by the superior happiness which he hat 
communicated to reasonable beings, and by the glory which his intclH 
lecthas ascribed to God. H. 
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It is the custom, that eveiy Wednesday (which, as I 
liare observed, is thdr sabbath) the king and queeo» 
with the royal issue of both sexes, dine togedier io the 
apartment of his majesty, to whom I was now become a 
great favourite; and at these times, my little chair and 
table were placed at his left hand, before one of the salt- 
cellars. This prince took a pleasure in conversing widi 
me, inquiring into the manners, religion, laws, govern- 
ment, and learning of Europe; wherein I gave him the 
best account I was able. His apprehension was so clear, 
and his judgment so exact, that he made very wise re- 
flections and observations upon all I said. But I con- 
fess, that after I had been a little too copious in talking 
of my own beloved country, of our trade and wars by 
sea and land, of our schisms in religion, and j^arties m 
the state ; the prejudices of his education prevailed so 
far, that he could not forbear taking me up in his iigfat 
hand, and stroking me gently with the other, after a 
hearty fit of laughing, asked me " whether I was a whig 
or tory ?" Then turning to his first minister, who waited 
behind him with a white staff, near as tall as the main- 
mast of the Royal Sovereign, he observed " how con- 
temptible a thing was human grandeur, which could be 
mimicked by such diminutive insects as I : and yet,'* 
says he '* I dare engage, these creatures have their titles 
and distinctions of honour ; thiey contrive little nests and 
burrows, that they call houses and cities ; they make a 
figure in dress and equipage ; they love, they fight, they 
dispute, they cheat, they betray." And thus he continu- 
ed on, while my colour came and went several times, 
with iiwlignatiou, to hear our noble country, the mistress 
of arts and arms, the scourge of Finance, the arbitress of 
Europe, the seat of virtue, piety, honour, and truth, the 
pride and envy of the world, so contemptuously treated. 
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But as I was not in a condition to resent injuries^ so 
apon mature tbought, I began to doubt whether I was 
kijured or^ no. For, after having been accustomed sere- 
ral months to the n^t and converse of this people, and 
observed every object upcm which I cast^mine eyes to be 
of proportionable magnitude, the horror I had at AM 
conceived from their bulk and ^pect, was so far worn 
off, that if I had then beheld a company of English lords 
and ladies in their finery, and birth-day clothes, acting 
their several parts in the most courtly manner of strut- 
ting, and bowing, and prating ; to say the truth, I should 
have been strongly tempted to lau^ as much at them, 
as the king and bis grandees did at me. Neither indeed 
could I forbear smiling at myself, when the queen used 
to {^ace me upon her hand toward a looking-glass, by 
which both our persons appeared before me in full view 
together; and there could be nothing more ridiculous 
than the comparison : so that I really began to imagine 
myself dwindled many degrees below my usual size. 

I^'otfaing angered and mortified me so much as the 
qaeen^s dwarf; who, being of the lowest stc^ture that was 
ever in that country, (for I verily think he was not full 
thirty feet high) became so insolent at seeing a creature 
so mudi beneaUi him, Ihat he would always affiect to 
swagger and look big as he passed by me in the queen's 
aotichamber, while I was standing on some table talking 
with^^the lords or ladies of the court, and he seldom &il. 
ed of a smart word or two upon my Uttkness; against 
which I could only revenge myself by calling him bro' 

* * Whether I was iiquredor no.*— Thii vulgar and uDgrammatical 
mode of expression has become almost universal, but instead of \no,* 
the particle, * not,' should be used. The absurdity of the former will 
appear by only repeating the word to which it refers, and annexing 
it to it, as thus—* whether I were injured, or no injured,* whereas, 
• whether I were injured, or not injured,' ii good grammar. S. 
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thtr^ Aiti\eo0tog bin to vrealle, Mid mcb rtpsrteesaa 
aie usually in the moiidis of coHit pagies. One da]r» at 
dinaer, tlut malicioiifi liHk cub wm sa setUed villi 
jsoBietUqg I bad said to hn», that, n^skig hinself wpom 
ibe frasie of ber majesty's cbahr, be took meup by the 
Biiddle, 88 I was attiBg dowo» not thk^Liiig any barm, 
aod let ne drop into a large silver boirl of cream, and 
tbea ran aw ay as fast as he could. I fell over bead and 
ears> and, if I had not beea a j^ood swimmer, it mighli 
bare gane very hard irith me; fir CibiadalcHldi io 
tbai iafltaot bapfieiied to be at the other ead of the room, 
and the qiieen was in such a iij^ that sbe wwrted fate- 
fence of miod to assist me. Bat rey little ourse ran to 
my reitef, and took me out aAer I had swallowed abof^ 
a quart of cream. I was put Io htd; howerer, I M> 
c^Ted no other damage tbao the kn of a suit of dodii^ 
vhidi was utierly sfioiled. The dwmrf waa m^mikf 
whipped, aod, as afarUier puBSshmeot, finrced to drink up 
the bowl of oream into which be bad thrown me; nei- 
tber waa be ever restored to favour: for soou after the 
^peeu beatowed bim on a lady of high quidily, la ibat I 
saw bim no more, to my very great saiisfaetion; fer I 
could not tdl to what extremity such a nUackms mdiia 
might bave carried bis resentment 

He had before served me a scurvy tricky wbkb set 
the queen a lauglmig, although at the saste time die 
was heartily v^ced, and wonkl bave bmncdiafeely 
cashiered bim, if I bad not been so generova as to io> 
tercede. Her nrajesty bad taken a marrow-bone upon 
her plate, and, after knocking out the marrow, placed 
the bone again in the dish erect, as it stood before ; the 
dwarf, watching his opportunity whOe Gbundalclitcb 
waa gone to the sideboard, mounted the atoo} that gbs 
stood on to take care of me at meals, took me up in both 
bands, and sqeezing my legs together, wedjfed tbem into 
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the manow4NmeiAiove my waiBt, where I stuck finr some 
time, and made a Terj ridknkms ftgim. I befieve H 
traB near a miiiiile before anf ooe knew what was be* 
come of Bie; for I thought it bek>w me to crjout But, 
as pnnces seldom get their meat hot, my legs were not 
scalded, onlj my stoeklngB ami breeches io a sad coodi- 
tlon. The dwar^ at my entrei^, had no other puidsh* 
ment than a sound whippkig. 

I was frequently rallied by the queen uqpon account of 
my feorfiriness; and she used to ask me wheth^ the 
ipeople of my country were as great cowards as myself 7 
The occasion was this: the kingdom is much pestered 
with ffies in summer; and these odious insects, each of 
tiiem as big as a DunstaUe Iftrk, hiirdly gave me any 
rest whfle I sat at dinoer, wUh their cOBtinuat hummteg 
and buEsring about mine eats. They woijM sometlmos 
tfight upon my victuals, and leave dieir loathsome ea&> 
crement or spawn behind, which to me was very visible^ 
Aot^h not to the natives of Aat country, whose hirg« 
eptks were not so acute as mine, in viewing wMei 
cAjects. Sometimes they wouM ix upon my nose et 
fwehead, where they stung me to the quick, sm^Ung 
rery offensively ; and I could easily trace that viscous 
matter, which, our naturalists tell us, enables those creat 
tures to walk with their feet upwards upon a ceiling. I 
had much ado to defend myself against these detestable 
animals, and could not forbear starting when they came 
on my face. It was the common practice of the dwari^ 
to catch a number of these insects in his hand, as school- 
boys do among us, and let them out suddenly under my 
nose, on purpose to frighten me, and divert the queen. 
My remedy was to cut them in pieces with my knife, 
as they flew in the air, wherein my dexterity was much 
admired* 
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I remember, one morniog» when GlumdalcUtdi had set 
me in a box upon a window, as she usually did in fair 
days to give me air, {tor I durst not venture to let the 
box be hung on a nail out of the window, as we do with 
cages in England) aft^ar I had lifted up one of my sash- 
es, and sat down at my table to eat a piece of sweet cake 
for my Inreakfast, above twenty wasps, aUured by the 
ismeU, came flying into die room, humming louder than 
%be drones of as many bagpipes. Some of them seiased 
m^y cake, and carried it piece-meal away ; others Oew 
about my head and face, confounding me with the noise, 
^d putting me in the utmost terror of their stings. How- 
ever, I had the courage to rise and draw my hanger, and 
attack them in the air. I despatched four of them, but 
the rest got away, and I presently shut my window. 
These insects were as large as partridges; I took out 
their stings, found them an inch and a half long, and as 
sharp as needles. I carefully preserved them all, and 
having since shoWn them, with some other curiosities, in 
several parts of Eun^ upon my return to England, I 
gave three of them to Greshvn College, and kqpt the 
£9urtb far myselt 
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CHAP. IV. 

Hu cmntry described, A froposalfcr carredmg nuh 
dem maps. The Idn^s palace^ and some accauni of 
ike mOrapcUs, The author* s way ef traveUmg. The 

. ckitf ten^ described. 

I NOW intend to give the reader a short description of 
this country, aa far as I travelled in it, which was not 
above two thousand miles round Lorbrul^rud, the metro- 
polis. For the queen, whom I always attended, never 
went farther when she accompanied the king in his pro- 
gresses, and there staid till his majesty returned from 
Tiewiug his frontiers. The whole extent of this prince's 
domioiens, reaches about six thousand miles in length, 
and from three to five in breath. Whence I cannot but 
coDclude, that our geographers of Europe are in a great 
error, by supposiDg nothiog but sea between Japan and 
California ; for it was ever my e{^ion, that there must 
be a balance of earth to counterpoise the great continent 
of Tartary; and therefore they ought to correct their 
maps and charts, by joining this vast tract of land to the 
north-west parts of America, wherein I shall be ready to 
lend them my assistance. 

. The kingdom is a peninsula, terminated to the north- 
east, by a ridge of mountains thirty miles high, which 
are altogether impassable, by reason of the volcaDoes 
upon the tops : neither do the most learned know, what 
sort of minrtak inhabit beyond those mountains, or 
whether they be inhabited at all. On the three other 
sides, it is bounded by the ocean. There is not one 
seaport in the whole kingdom; and those parts of the 
coasts into which the rivers issue, are so fuU of pointed 
F 2 
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Toclns, and the sea generally go rough, that there is do 
renturing witli the smallest of thek boats ; so that these 
people are wholly exchided firom any commerce with the 
rest of the world. But the large rivers are full of yes- 
sels, and abound with excellent fish; fer they seldom get 
any froim the sea, because the seBfiA are of the same 
size with those in Europe, am! consequently not worth 
catching; whereby it is manifest, that nature, in the pro- 
duction of plants and animals of so exy^ordinary a bulk, 
is wiiolly confined to this continent, of which I leave 
Ae .reasons to be determined by pliilo8opher& Howerer, 
fiow and then th^ take a whale, that happens to be 
^shed against ^ reek^ which the common people feed 
on heartily. These whales I have known so large, that 
a man couM hardly carry one upon his dioulders ; and 
sometimes^ for cariosity, they ai*e brought in banipeis 
toLorbru^nid; Isawoneofthemina dishattheking'b 
table, which passed for a rarity, but I did not observe 
be waslbnddfitf for I tUnk indeed the bigness disgnsl- 
ed Mm, although I have seen one somewhat laiger iir 
Greenland. 

Theconntry is well inhabited, for it contains 'fifty-one 
cities, near a hundred waOed towns, and a great number 
of vSlages. To satisfy my curious reader, it may be 
fufficient to describe Lorbrulgrud. This city stands 
upon almost two equal parts, on each side the river that 
passes through. It contains above eighty thousand hoa- 
sei^ and s^ut tAx hundred thousand inhabitants. It b 
in length three gUm^Jungs^ (which make about fi^- 
four English nsBes) and two and a half in Inreadth; as I 
measured ft myself in the royal map made by the king's 
eider, which was laid on Ae ground on purpose for m^ 
and^exteBded a hundred feet ; I paced the diameter and 
^rcumference several times bare foot, and computing b^ 
ihs eeal^ measured U pretty exacdy^ 
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The Ido^n palaee is no ilegular ediftoe^ bat a heip eff 
bttHdn^ abottt seren iniies roioid : the chief roons »re 
^eneralij two lii^ai&red «i4 foHy feet Ujni, Md broad 
sod hmg in pvoportioQ. A coadi was sMweifl to Glum- 
6MUeh aad roe, wheraua her gov«ttM9 freifiie&tljr 
toek her out to see tie town, or gd anwog Ae sliepff f 
and I was sdwajra ef the party, iearried li> wy box ; al-^ 
tiioi^h the girl, at mj own desire, would oftes take ne 
sot, and hold we in her hand, that I m^gfat more comre^ 
nieotlj Tiew the hooses and the people^ as we passed 
along die streets. I reckoned our coaxik to be aboat a 
K]ttare of Wei^minster hall, bnt not aHogetber so high : 
iwwever, I cannot be very exact. One day, the go- 
yernefls ordered our coachoran to sti^ at several shops^ 
Vhere the b^gmrs, watching their opportaoily, crowded 
to the aides of the coach, and gave me the most horribly 
q>ectaUe that ever a Earopean eye befoeid. There 
was a woman with a cancer in her breast, swelled to a 
monstrous size, fall ot boles, in two or diree of wUeh I 
could have eanly er^ and covered my whole body. 
There was a fellow with a wen in his neck, larger dian 
five woo^acks; and another with a couple of wooden 
legs, eadi sAMHit twenty feet high. Bat the most hatefal 
dght of all, was, the lice crawling on their dodies. I 
coidd see distinctly the Hmbs of these vermin with my 
V B^ed eye, mnch better than those of an Eanpeaa 
hose through a mieroseope, and their snouts widi which 
Aey rooted )&e swine. They were the first I had 
ever bdield, and I shootd have been curious raough to 
^isaect one of them, if I had bad pn^r instruments, 
which I unluckily left behind me in the ship, although 
indeed tlK right was so fiauseoBs, that it perfeeti^ tijoned 
By stomach. 

Beside the laige bexio which I was usually carried, 
the qaeea ocdeied a smaller one to be made for me, of 
' '^ r ^ 
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about twelve feet square, and ten high, for the coDve- 
meiice of trayeUiDg: because the other was somewhat 
too large for Glumdalditch's lap, aod cumbersome io the 
coach; it was made by the same artist, whom I directed ' 
In the whde contriyance. This travelling closet was 
'an exact square, with a window in the middle of three ; 
of the squares, and each window was latticed with iron | 
wire on the oiftside, to prevent accidents in long jour- 
Dies. On the fourth side, which had no window, two 
strong staples were fixed, through which the person that 
carried me, when I had a mind to be on horseback, put 
-% leathern belt, and buckled it about his waist. Thi» 
was alwajs the office of some grave trusty servant, in 
whom I could confide, whether I attended the king and 
queen in their progresses, w were disposed to see the 
gardens, or pay a visit to some great lady or minister of 
state in the court, when Glumdalclitch happened to be 
out of order; for I soon began to be known and esteem- 
ed among the greatest officers, I suppose more upon ac- 
count of their majesties' favour, than any marit of my 
own. In joumies, when I was weary of the coach, a 
servant on horseback would buckle on my box, and 
place it upon a cushidn before him ; and there I had a 
full prospect of the country on three sides, from my 
three windows. I had, in this closet, a field-bed and a 
hammock hung from the ceiling, two chairs and a taMe^ 
neatly strewed to the floor, to prevent being tossed 
about by, the agitation of the horse or the coadh. And 
having been long used to sea-voyages, those motions, 
although sometimes very violent, did not much discom- 
pose me. 

Whedever I had a mind to see the town, it was 
always in my travelling closet ; which Glumdalclitch 
held in her lap in a kind of open sedan, after the fadiion 
of the country, borne by four meo» and attended by two 
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others in the queen's liveiy. The people, irho had 
often heard of me, were very curious to crowd about 
the sedan, and the girl was complaisant enough to make 
the bearers stop, and to take me in her hand that I might 
be more conveniently seen. 

I was very desirous to see the chief temple, and par- 
ticttlffirly the tower belonging to it, which is reckoned 
the highest in the kingdom. Accordingly, one day my 
nurse carried me thither, but I may truly say I came 
badL disappointed; for the height is not above three 
thousand feet, reckoning from the ground to the highest 
pinnacle top ; which allowing fmr the dijOTerenceL between 
the size of those people and us in Europe, is no great 
matter for admiration, nor at all equal in proportion (if 
I rightly remember) to Salisbury steeple. But, not to 
detract from a nation, to which during my life I shall 
acknowledge myself extremely obliged, it must be al- 
lowed that whatever this famous tower wants in height, 
is amply made up in beauty and strength. For the 
walls are near a hundred feet thick, built of hewn stone^ 
whereof each is about forty feet square, and adorned 
on all sides with statues of gods and emperors, cut in 
marble, larger than the life, placed in their several 
niches. I measured a little finger which had fallen 
down from one of these statues, and lay unperceived 
among some rubbish, and found it exactly four feet and 
an inch in length. Glumdalclitch wrapped it up in her 
handkerchief; and carried it home in her pocket, to 
keep among other trinkets, of which the girl was very 
fond, as children at her age usually are. 

The king's kitchen is indeed a noble building, vault- 
ed at top, and about six hundred feet high. The great 
oven is ngt so wide, by ten paces, as the cupola at St. 
Paul's : for I measured the latter on purpose after my 
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t^actk Biitifl Aou4ddescrilie diekkcbeihgraterdie 
pnkKgieHB pMs and kettles^ the jfAait <C neat tumiMg 
OB file spili^ widi vnmy other partkulam, p^^bops I 
shouM be hardly beMered; at lenst a severe eride 
would be apt to think I enlarged a little, a» dra<^r^^^» 
are odea Btupeeted to do. To aTnid wlrich oeD0ure» I 
fcar I ktve nm too raocfa into the oAer extreme ; and 
that if (ilia tv^ctifie should happen to he translated into 
llie langHs^e of Kobdingnag, (vhieh is Ae general 
Bame of that kingdom) and transmitted tether, the kiag 
aod hia people would have reaa^ft to eorn^di^ l^aC I 
had done them dm ii^j, by a felse and dimlmiliye re- 
presciicSRios* 

Mis majesty seldom keepa abe^e six bnadred horses 
in his slabks : they are generally fr^ fiAy-lbur to sixty 
feet hi^ But, when he goea abroad on solemn days, 
he is attended^ for state, by a milkia guard ci fire 
hnadred horse,' which mdeed I thought was t^ most 
splendid sight that coirid be ever beheld, till I saw part 
^ his mrmy in battalia, whereof I sluiilfind another oo 
I to i^peak. 



CHAP. r. 

Several adventvres that happened te (he auther. The 
execidim ef a crnmnaL The eudhor ah6n9 his skM 
in nondgatien. 

I Should hire lived happy enou^ in thatcountry« 
if my littleness bad not exposed me to several ri£culoua 
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tai tfoutdeBtme Kcntehte: some (tf whkbl idMilY ▼«»- 
tiire to relate. Glunidalclitch often carried nae into tile 
pr&em c( the eB»t, io mj amailer box^ and woiild 
flometiineitalteiBeoutofit tEidhol^iBeio kerhm^ cv 
Mt ne dewB te wfldk. I remember, before the dirarf kit 
Ae qHeen, be followed w one day into those garcfem, 
mdny mine haviDgsel me do^o, be and I being ctose 
iBgetb^, Bear mate dwarf apf^tareeS) I nmsC needs show 
nf wit, by a s^ allusion between hi» and the trees, 
whidi happeoa tw hold io their lai^i^e, as it does in 
MSB. WberespoBy the raalicious vogue walchiog hss 
opportunity, whto I wm wafting under one of them, 
shook it dkedly over my bead, by wbieh a deeeo 
tuples, eaeh of them near as large as a Brxstof barrel, 
cme tUHibling about my ears ; one of them Mt me oti 
the back as I chanced to stoop, .and knocked me down 
ffett OD my fece ; but I received no other hurt, and the 
dwarf was pardoned at my desire, became I had grren 
the prevocatioo. 

Aaotfaer day, CHumdalclitch left me oa a smooth 
grass-plat ta divert myself, wh9e i^ wsdked at some 
distance with her governess. In the mean time, therte 
suddei^ fell such a violent slnnver of hail, tliat I was 
immediatelf , by the force of it, struck to the ground : 
wa^ wiieu I was down, the bail-stones gave me such 
era^ bangs all over the body, as if I had been pelted 
with tennis-balk ; however, I made a shift to creep on 
ail kiati umI ebelter myself, by lying fiat on my face, on 
the ke-nde of a binrder of leraon^thyme ; but so bruised 
from bead to foot, that I could not go abroad in ten 
days. Neither is this at all to be wondered at, because 
nature, in that country, observing the same proportion 
tfaMNigli aM ber (^rations, a hailstone is near eighteen 
hundred times as large as <me in Europe; which I can. 
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assert upon experience, having been so curious^ to weigir 
and measure them. 

But a more dangerous accident happened to me in the 
aame garden, when my little nurse, believing she had put 
me in a secure place, (which I often entreated her to do» 
that I might enjoy my own thoughts) and having left my 
box at home, to avoid the trouble of carrying it, went to 
another part of the garden with her governess and some 
ladies of her acquaintance. While she was absent, and 
out of hearing, a small white spaniel belonging to one of 
the chief gardeners, having got by accident into the gar- 
den, happened to range near the place where I lay : the 
dog, following the scent, came directly up, and taking me 
in hb mouth, ran strait to his master wagging his tail, and 
set me gently on the ground. By good fortune he had 
been so well taught, that I was carried between his 
teeth without the least hurt, or even tearing my clothes* 
But the poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a 
great kindness for me, was in a terrible fright : he gently 
took me up in both his hands, and asked me how I did ; 
but I was so amazed and out of In-eath, that I could not 
speak a word. In a few minutes I came to myself, and 
be carried me safe to my little nurse, who by this time 
had returned to the place where she left me, and was in 
cruel agonies when I did not appear, nor answer when 
she called. She severely reprimanded the gardener on 
account of his dog. But the thing was hushed up, and 
never known at court, for the girl was a^id of the 
queen's anger; and truly, as to myself, I thought it 
would not be for my reputation, that such a stray ^ould 
go about 

• The particle, • as/ is here improperly omitM, is sboold be, Kf 
curious * as* to weigh, &c* S. 
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This accident absolutely determined Glurodalclitcb, 
never to trust me abroad for the future, out of her sight. 
I had been long afraid of this resolution, and therefore. 
coDcealed from her some little unlucky adventures, that 
happened in those times when I was left by myself. 
Once a kite, hovering over the garden, made a stoop at 
me, and if I had not resolutely drawn my hanger, and 
run under a thick espalier, he would have certainly car- 
lied me away in his talons. Another time, walking to 
the top of a fresh molehill, I fell to my neck in the hole, 
through which that animal had cast up the earth, and 
coined some lie, not worth remembering, to excuse my- 
self for spoiling my clothes. I likewise broke my right 
diin against the shell of a snail, which I happened to 
stumble over, as I was walking alone, and thinking on 
poor England. 

I cannot tell whether I were m(Mre pleased or morti- 
fied, to observe in those solitaiy walks, that the smaller 
birds did not appear to be at all afraid of me, but would 
llop about within a yard's distance, looking for worms 
and other food, with as much indifference and security, 
as if no creature at all were near them. I remember, a 
thrush had the confidence to snatch out of my hand> 
with tfia bill, a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch bad 
just given me for my breakfast. When I attempted to 
catch any of these birds, they would boldly turn against 
me, endeayouring to pick my fingers, which I durst not 
venture witl^in their reach^; and then they would hop 
back unconcerned, to hunt ior worms or snails, as they 
did before. But one day, I took a thick cudgel, and 
threw it with all my strength so luckily at a linnet, that 
I knocked him down, and seizing him by the neck with 
both my hands, ran with Mm in triumph to my nurse. 
However, the bird, who had only been stunned, recover- 
ing himself, gave me so many boxes with bis wings, ou 
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both ndea of 1117 head and body, though I held bira at 
anui len^h, and was out of the reacli of his claws, thai 
I was tweotj times tliiukiog to let him go. But I was 
sooo relieved by oue of our servants, who wmog off the 
bird's neck, aod I had him next day for dinner, bf the 
queen's command. This linnet, as near as I can re- 
member, seemed to be somewhat larger than an Eog^ 
li^ swan. 

The maids of honour often invited Glumdalclitoh lo 
their aps^tments, and desired she would bring me aloi^ 
with her, 00 purpose to have the pleasure of seeing and 
touching me. Thej would often strip me naked from 
top to toe, and lay me at full length in their bosoms; 
wherewith i was much disgusted ; because, to say the 
truth, a yery offensive smell came from their skins ; 
which I do not mention, or intend, to the disadvantage 
ef those excellent ladiesj.for whom I have all manner of 
respect; but I conceive that my sense was more acute ift 
proportion to my littleness, and that those illustnoiiB 
persons were no more disagreeable to their loven, or t0 
each other, than people of the same quality are with tie 
in England. And, afiler all, I found tbdr natursd sindl 
was Buiefa store supportal^ than when they used pet^ 
fimies, under which I immediately swooned away, I 
cannot forget^ that mi intimate friend of mine in LiHipaf 
took the freedom, in a warm day when I had used a 
good deal of exercise^ to complain of a strong sm^ 
about me, altliough I am as little faulty that way, as 
most of my sex : but I suppose his facidty of smelUng^ 
was as nice with r^ard to me, as nine was to that of 
this peoj^e. Upou this point, I canned fiorbeat doing 
-justice tsi the queen mj mistress, and Glumdaldttdi ray 
Rune, whose persons >ver^ as sweet as thoseof aay tai^ 
im£n|[^aiKt 
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Tbat which gare roe most unea^aess among th^so 
fflaids of honour (wheo my nuanse earned roe to visit 
tbem) waB» to see them use roe without any manner of 
ceremony, like a creature who bad no s^t of eonte- 
^leoce : for Ibey wMild siiip themselves to the ekin, 
sod put their tmoeks en ia my pvesence, ^hile I wa« 
0aced on their toilet, directly before their naked bo- 
&g, which I am sure to me was very far from being a 
twapting s^ht, or from giving me any other emotion thaa 
tkose of horror and disgust Their ^ns appeared so 
ooaoe and uneven^ so variously coloured, when I saw 
tiem near, wkh a mole here aod tha!^ as broad as a 
tiencher, and hairs hangjbg from it thicker than pack* 
tbreftdsi io say nothing fiMrtber coaeerning tiie rest of 
l]im persons. I^either M ihey at all scruple, whik 
I was by, t» Aseharge what they had drank, to thequaop 
tily erf at least two hogsheads, in a vessel that held abovt 
three tens. The handsomest among these maids of ho» 
Bomr, a pleasant frolieksome girl of sixteen, would some* 
tines set me astride updn one of her nif^es, with many 
«Aer tridcs^ wherein the reader will eiccuse me for not 
beiog of^ paitkular. But I was so much diepleased^ 
ftall entreated Gliundaklilich to contrive some excuse 
finrBftI aeeiDg that youi^ lady any more. 

Ose day» a young gentfeman, who was nephew to my 
naneV governess, came and pressed them bath to see an 
eaDeeution. It %asof a man, who had nurdered oae af 
&at gentlemai^s indmate acqua&itance. (Htmadaklitch 
was prevated oo to be of the company, very macfa 
a^anist her ioelination, for she was na^uraUy teadei^ 
hearted : and as for myself, alflmigh I ahhorred ntcfa 
hhid of spectades, yet my oariosky tempted me to see 
sonednng tlm 1 dioogfat misit be extra^mMnavy. The 
malefactor was fixed in a chair upon a scaffold, erected 
for that purpose, and hi9 head cut oOTat one blow» with ^ 
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sword of about forty feet long. The veins and arteries 
spouted up such a prodigious quantity of blood, and so 
Wgh in the air, that the gi-eat je£ d*eau at Versailles "was 
not equal^ for the time it lasted ; and the head, wlien it 
fell on the scaffold floor, gave such a bounce as made, 
me start, although I were at least half an English n^ 
distant. 

The queen, who often used to hear me talk of myseitf 
voyages, and took all occasions to divert me when I was 
melancholy, asked me whether I understood how to 
handle a sail or an oar, and whether a little exercise of 
rowing might not be convenient for my health? I an- 
swered, that I understood both very well : for although 
my proper employment had been, to be surgeon or doctor 
to the ship, yet often, upon a pinch, I was foi:€ed to 
work like a common mariner. But I could not see how 
this could be done in their country, where the smallest 
wherry was equal to a first rate 'man of war among us ; 
and such a boat as I could manage, would never live in 
any of their rivers. Her majesty said, ** if I -would 
contrive a boat, her own joiner should make it, and ^ 
would provide a place for me to sail in." The feltow 
was an ingenious workman, and by my instructions, in 
ten days, finished a pleasure-boat, with all its tad^Hng, 
able conveniently to lioW eight Europeans. When it 
was finished, the queen was so delighted, tliat she ran 
with it in her lap to the king, who ordered it to be put 
into a cistern full of water, with me in it, by way of trial; 
where I could not manage my two sculls, or little oa}s> 
for want of room. But the queen had before contrived 
another project. She ordered the joiner to make a 
wooden trough of three hundred feet long, fifty broad, 
and eight deep; which being well pitched, to prevent 

• It8houWbe^*wasnotequ8iltoit,' &c. S* • 
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leaking, was placed od the floor, along the wall, in an 
outer room of the palace. It had^a cock near the bot- 
tom to let oat the water, when it began to grow stale; 
and two servants could easily fill it in half an hour. 
Here I often used to row for my own diversion, as well 
as that of the queen and her ladies, who thought them- 
selves well entertained with my skill and agility. Some- 
times I would put up my sail^ and then my business waa 
only to steer, while the ladies gave me a gale with their 
fans; and, when they were weaiy, some of their pages 
would blow my sail f(Mrward with their breath, while I 
showed my art, by^ steering starboard or larboard, as I 
pleased. When I had done, Glumdalclitch always car- 
ried back my boat into her closet, and hung it on ji nail 
to dry. 

In this exercise I once met an accident, which had 
like to have cost me my life : for, one of the pages having 
put my boat into the trough, the governess who attended 
Glumdalclitch, very officiously lifted me up to place me 
]Q the boat, but I happened to slip through her fingers, 
and should infallibly have fallen down forty feet upon 
tbe floor, if, by the luckiest chance in tlie world, I had 
not been stopped by a corking-piq, that stuck in the good 
gentlewoman's stomacher; the < head of the pin passed 
between my shirt and the waistband of my breeches, and 
tbus I was held by the middle in the air, till Glumdal*- 
clitch ran to my relief. 

Another time, one of the servants, whose oflice it was 
to fill my trough every third day with fresh water, was 
so careless* to let a huge frog (not perceiving it^slip out 
of bis pail. The frog lay concealed till I was put into 
my boat, but then, seeing a resting place, climbed up, and 
made it lean so much on one side, that I was forced to 

* It ?hould be—* waa so careless as £o let,' &c. S. 
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%akQoe k widi all ny wdglitiMi die other to prey^ ot«»- 
^turaing. Wheo the frog was got io, it hopped at mm 
half the lei^;th ^ the boat, and then over my h^d, tnidt' 
urard and ferw^d, daiAm^ ray face and clothes with its 
edioas flkne. The htrgeoegs of its features, made it ap- 
pear the most deformed aohnai tliat cao be coDo^ved. 
However, I denred GluciidakMtch to let me desd wMi 
It alone. I baoged it a good wfa^e with one of mj sgoHbi 
and at last forced k to leap out ofihe boat 

But the grei^est danger I ever imderweRt in that 
^kingdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to one of the 
clerbi i%f ^e kitchen. Olmodalolildh had locked ar 
up in her closet, while she went somewhere npim bus- 
ness, or a visit. The weather being retjr warm, the 
closet-window was left open, as well as the windows «id 
the door of my bigger box, in whkh I usually lived, be 
cause of ks largeness and conveniem^. As I sat c|uet- 
iy fneditating at my table, I hemrd somethmg bounce hi 
at the closet window, and skip about from one side to 
the other : whereat, although I was much alartned, yet I 
ventured ^ look out, but not stirring frcmi my seat ; and 
then I saw this froHekseme animal Msking and leapidg 
up and down, till at last he came to my box, which he 
seemed to view with gteat pleasure and curiosity, peep- 
ing in at the door and every window. I retreated to 
the forther comer of my room, or box, but ^e naonk^r 
looking in at every side put me into such a fri^, that>I 
wanted presence of mmd to conceal myself under the 
bed, as I might easily have done. After some thie 
spent in peeping, grinning, and chatterhig, he ai last 
espied me ; and reacliing one of his paws in at the door, 
as a cat does when she plays with a mouse, although I 
<^ten shifted place to avoid him, he at length seized the 
lappet of my coat, (which being made of that country 
•silk, was very thick and strong) and dragged me out 
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Be took me up in his nght fore-foot, and held me as a 

muse does a cliild slie is goln^ to suckle, just as I hayie 

atea the sanae sort of creature do with a kitteo la Ea- 

lope : aad when I ofiei-ed to stru^le, he squeezed rae 

80 hard, that I tlwught it more prudent to sotak. I 

inregood r^sou to believe, that he took me for a ^oubg 

mie efiuB owa species, bj his i^eastroklagmj&oeverjr 

goitlf widi his other paw. lu these dirernoRS he was 

iatenrupted bj a noise at the closet-door, as if somebody 

vere opeBing it: whereupou he suddenlj leaped up to 

the window, at whidi he had come in, and thence upon 

the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, and 

hdding me in the fourth, tiH he clambered up to a roof 

that was next to ours. I beard Glumdalclitch gire a 

shriek at the moment lie was carrj^ me out. The 

poor girl was aitnest distracted : that quarter of the 

palace was all in an uproar ; the servants ran for kd- 

den: the moakej was seen bj hundreds in the court, 

sitting upon the ridge of a building, holding me like a 

baby la one of his fi»e-paws, and feeding me with the 

other by crammiog into my montli some victuals he hatl 

sq^ezed out of the bag on one side <^ his chaps, .and 

patting me when I would not eat'; whe^at many of the 

wtSbkle below could not forbear laughing; neither do I 

tSittk they jurtly ought to be blamed, for witliout q^es- 

ttoD, the sight was ridiculous enough to every body but 

layaeKl Some of the people threw up stones, hoping to 

drive the monkey down ; but this was strictly forbidden, 

or else, very probably, my brains had been dashed out. . 

The ladders were now applied, and mouthed by se- 

Teral men, which the monkey observiog, and finding him- 

elf almoet encompassed ; not being able to make speed 

eaoH^ with has three legs, let me drop on a ridge tile, 

and made his escape. Here I sat for some time, five 

a«dre4 y^s from the giXMuid, expecting every mn* 
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mcnt to be blown down by the wind, or to fell b)r mjr 
own giddiness, and come tumbling over and over fron 
the ridge to the eaves : but an honest lad, one of my 
murse^s footmen, climbed up, and putting me in hiB 
breedies-pocket, brought me down safe* 

I was almost choaked with the filthy stuff the monkey 
had crammed down my throat ; but my dear little nurse, 
picked it out of my mouth with a small needle, asid 
then I fA\ a Vomiting, which gave me great relid. 
Yet I was so weak and bruised in the sides with the 
squeezes given me by this odious animal, that I was 
forced to keep my bed a fortn^ht. The king, qneeb, 
and all the court, sent every day to inquire after my 
health ; and her majesty made me several vidts, 
during my sickness. The monkey was killed, and an 
order mWe, that no such animal should be kept about 
the palace. 

When I attended the king after my recovery, to re- 
turn him thanks for his favours, he was pleased to rally 
me a good deal upon this adventure. He adced me, 
** what my thoughts and speculations were, while I lay 
in the monkey's paw ; how I liked the victuals he gave 
me; his manner of feeding; and whether the fresh i^ 
on the roof had sharpened my stomach." He desired to 
know, '^ what I would have done upon such an occanoa 
in my own country.^' I told his majesty, '^ that in E»> 
rope we had no monkies except such as were brou^ 
, for curiosities from other places, and so small, that I 
could deal with a dozen of them together, if they pifr 
sumed to attack me. And as for that monstrous auiui^ 
with whom I was so lately engaged (it was indeed « 
large as an elephant) if my fears had sufibred me to think 
so far, as to make use of my hanger (looking fiercd^ 
and clapping my hand upon the hih, as I spoke) whet 
he poked hb paw into my chamber, peihaps I should 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 137 

luive giveo him such a wound, as would have made fainl 
glad to withdraw it, with more haste than he put it in.** 
Thk I delivered in a firm tone, like a person who was 
lealous lest his courage should be called in question* 
uowever, my speech produced nothing else beade a loud 
laughter, whkh all the respect due to hb majestj firom 
those about him, could not make them contain. This 
made me reflect how vain an attempt it is, for a man to 
endeavour to do himself honour among those wlio are out 
of aii degree of equality or comparison with him. And 
yet I have seen the moral of my own behaviour, very 
fre^picnt in England 'since my return ; wb^ere a little 
contemptible varlet, without the least title to birth, per- 
son, wit, or common sense, shall presume to look with 
inqportance, and put himself upou a foot with the great- 
est persons of the kingdooL 

I was every day furnishing the court with some ridi- 
cukms story ; and Glumdalclitch, although she loved me 
to excess, yet was arch enough to inform the queen, 
whenever I committed any folly, that she thought would 
be diverting to her majesty. The girl, who had been 
out of order, was carried by her governess to tak^ the 
air about an hour's distance, or thirty miles from town. 
Tbey alighted out of the coach near a small foottpatb 
in a field, and Olumdaklith setting down my travelling 
^^ I went out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung in 
tlie patli, and I must need try my activity l^ attemptiug 
to kap over it. I took a run, but unfortunately jumped 
abort, and foimd myself just in the middle, up to my 
kiiee& I waded through with some diiTtculty, and one 
flf the footmen wiped me as clean as he could with his 
handkerchief; for I was filthily bemired, and my nurse 
efiofined me to my b(»c till we returned home ; where 
liie c^tieen was soon informed of what had passed, apd the 

vol.. IX. G- 
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feotmeo spread h about (he court; so that all tbe mkdi 
for some dajB was at ooy expense. 



CHAP. VI. 

Several €onirkmnces rfUUauOwr topleasi Ae king cmi 
queen. He shows his sldU in music. The fang ti* 
fuires into tfte sUUe of Engktnd, nikich the OMtthm' n- 
laies to him. The king's observations thereon. 

I Used to attend the kingV levee dace or twice i 
^-eek, aad had ofleti seen him under the barber's hand^ 
which indeed was at first very terrible to behold : for the 
I'azor was almost twice as lodg as an ordimuy athe» 
His majesty, according to the custom of the couotrp, was 
only shaved twice a week. I onee prevailed oo the 
barber to give me some of the suds or lather, out of 
which I picked forty or fifty of the strongest ^umps of 
hair. I then took a piece of fitie wood, and cut it life 
the back of a comb, making several holes in it s^ ecpul 
distances with fts sm^ll a needle as I could get from 
Glumdalclith. I fixed^in the stumps so artifidaEy« 
scraping and sloping them with my knife toward the 
points, that I made a very tolerable comb ; which was a 
seasonable supply, my own being so much bro'ken in th^ 
teeth, that it was almost useless ; neither did I know ao^ 
artist in that country so nice and exact, as would tto^ 
dertake to make me anoUier. 

And this puts me in iitind d* an amusement, wherein 
I spent many of my leisure houra. I desked the queen's 
Woman to save for me the Combings of her majesty's haiTi 
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Whereof in time I got a good quantity ; and consrfting 
with mj friend the cabinet maker, who had received 
genera] orders to do little jobs for me, I directed him 
to make two chair-frames, no laiger than those I had in 
my iwx, and to bore Kttlc holes with a fine awl, round 
those parts where I designed the backs and seats; through 
these holes I wove the strongest hairs I could pick out, 
just after the manner of cane chairs inr England. When 
they were finished, 1 made a present of them to her ma- 
jesty? who kept them in her cabinet, and used to show 
them for curiosities, as indeed they were the wonder of 
every one that beheld them. The queen would have 
had me sit upon one of these chairs, but I absolutely re«» 
fused to obey her, protesting I would rather die a 
thousand deaths, than place a dishonourable part of my 
body on those precious hairs that once adoraed her ma- 
jesty's head. Of these hairs (as I had always a me- 
chanical genius) I likewise made a neat little purse, 
about five feet long, with her majesty's name deciphered 
in gold letters, which I gave to Glumdaklitch by the 
queen's consent. To say the truth, it was more for 
«how than use, being not of strength to bear the weight 
of the larger coins, and therefore she kept nothing in it 
but some little toys that girls are fond of. 

The king, who delighted in music, had frequent con- 
terts at court, to which I was sometimes carried, and set 
in my box on a table to hear them : but the noise was so 
great, that I could hardly distinguish the tunes. I am 
confident, that all the diiims and trumpets of a royal 
army, beating and sounding together just at your ears, 
could not equal it. My practice was to have my box 
removed from the place where the performers sat, as far 
as I could, then to shut thetloors and windows of it, and 
ixzvr the window-curtains ; after which I found their mu- 
sic not disagreeable. 
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I had learned in my youth to [day a little upon the , 
apioet GIuBidalclitch kept one io her chamber, and a 
master attended twice a week to teach her : I called it 
a spioet, because it somewhat resemMed that iBstiti* 
ment, aud was played upon io the same mauQ^. A fan- 
cy came into my head, that I would ^tertain the king 
and queen with an English tune, upon this instrumeDt 
But this appeared extremely difficult: da the sfnnet 
was near sixty feet long, each key being almost a foot 
wide, 60 diat with my arms extended I could not reach 
to above five keys, and to press them down required a 
good smart stroke with my fist, which would be too great 
a labour, and to no purpose. The method I contrived 
was this : I prepared two round sticks about the b%- 
ness of common cudgels ; they were thicker at one end 
than the Dther, and I covered the thicker ends, with 
pieces of a mouse's skin, that by rapj^ng on them, I 
might neither damage the tops of the keys, nor intemqpt 
the sound. Before the spinet a bench was placed about 
four feet below the keys, and I was put upon the bench. 
I ran sidling upon it that way and this, as fast as I could, 
bang^ the proper keys with my two sticks, and ma<k 
a sliiil to play a jig, to the great satisfaction of both thek 
majesties; but it was the most violent exercise I ever 
underwent; and yet I could not strike above sixteen 
keys, nor consequently play the bass and ti-eble toge- 
ther, as other artists do ; which was a gi-eat disadvantage 
to my performance. 

The king, who, as I before observed, was a prince of 
excellent understanding, would frequently order that I 
should be brought in my box, and set upon the table in 
his closet : he would then command me to bring one of 
my chairs out of the box, and sit down within three 
yards distance upon the top of the cabinet, whidi 
brought me ahnost to a level with his face. In this 
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* I bad severid conyersati^Ds with bim. I one 
jdsy took the freedom to tell hb majesty, '^ that the con- 
lettpt be discovered toward Europe, suod the rest d" the 
:irorld, did not «eem answerable to those excellent quaU* 
ties of mind, that he was mas^r of: that reason did not 
extend itself with the bulk of the body : on the contra- 
17, we obserred in our country, that the tallest persons 
|w«are ui^iwlly least provided with it: that among other 
tfttjiiaah, bees and ants had the reputation of more indus- 
iiryt art, and sagacity, than many 1^ the larger kinds; 
laod that, as inconsiderable aa he took me to be, I hc^d 
H BMght live to do his majesty some signal service/' — 
tT^ king heard me with attention, and began to conceive 
.a much better opinion ot me than he had ever before. ^ 
.He dedred '^ I would give him as exact an account of 
the government of England as I possibly could ; because^ 
:as fond as princes commonly are of their own customs, 
^fw so he conjectured of other monarchs by my fornter 
vdiseoivrses) he should be glad to hear of any thing that 
might deserve imitation." 

. Imagine with thyseli^ courteous reader, how often I 
then widied f(»r the tongue of Demosthenes or Cicero, 
that might have enabled me to celebrate the praise of 
my own dear native country, in a style equal to its me- 
cits and felicity. 

i . I began my discourse by informing his majesty, that 
«ar dominions consisted of two islands, which composed 
three mighty kingdoms, under one sovereign, beside our 
plantations in America. I dwelt long upon the fertility 
of eur soil, and the ten^>erature of our climate. I then 
^poke at large upon the constitution of an English par- 
liament ; partly made up of an illustrious body, called 
the h<Hise of peers; persons of the noblest blood, and of 
the most ancient and ample patrimonies. I desaibed 
fbat extraordinary care always taken of their education 
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Sd arts aod anns, to qualify them for being cousselkwi 
both to the kii^ ami klogdom; to baTa a share in th& 
kgislatiure ; to be merobers of the bigbeiK court of judi- 
cature, wheoee there can be dq a^eal; and to be diam-^ 
pioQs always ready for the defence d their prince aod 
country, by their valour, conduct, and fidelity, Tba^ 
these were the ornament and buiwaik of the kin^dpm, 
worthy followars of their most reoowped aocestofi^ whoM 
honour had been the reward of their virtue, bfom whleia 
their posteri^ were never once Jqiowo to deg;eiierate« 
To these were joined several holy persona, as part of 
that asGembly, under the title ctf bUhopt; whose peeu&ar 
j^iness it U to take care (^ reU((iou« and of those vha 
instruct the peq;>le therein. These were searched and 
spught out through tlie whole nation, by the prince and 
his wisest counsellors, among such of the priesthood as 
were most deservedly distioguiahed by the sanctity of 
th^u* lives, and the depth, of their emditi(N3 ; irbo were 
indeed the spiritual fathers of the clergy and the peo^ 

That the other part of the parliament consisted of a« 
assembly^ called the house of commons, who were, all 
priocipal gentlemen, freely pkked and culled out by the 
people thems^ea, for tbehr great abilities and love of 
their country, to r^resent the wisdom t»f the whole na» 
tion. And that these two bodies made up the most aufi 
gust assembly in Europe; to whom, in conjunction with 
the prtooe, the whole legislature is committed. 

I then descended to the court of justice; over whidii 
the judges, those veneri^e sages and interpreters of the 
law^ presided, for determinii^ the disputed r^ts and 
properties of men, as well as for the punishment of vioe» 
aod protection of innocence. I mentioned the prudent 
management of mur treasury; the valour aod achieve* 
ments of our forces, by sea and land. I computed the 
number of our people, by reckonhig how many miUtoBa 
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Ibere might be oi esxlk religioiu sect, or polkioJ ?^7 
among us. 1 did not omit even our sports aDdpastimefl^ 
or any other partiadar, which.1 thought might redouD4 
to the iioDour eimj country. And I finished all with a 
bdef historical account of affdrs and events in £ngland 
tor about a hundred years past. 

This conversation was not ended under five audien-^ 
ces, each o( several hours ; and the king heard the whole 
with great attention, frequently taking notes of what I 
iq>oke, as well as memorandums of what questions he inr 
tended to ask me. 

When I had put an end to these long discourses hb 
majesty, in a sixth audience, consulting his notes, pro» 
posed many doubts, queries, and objections, upon every 
article. He asked ** what methods were used to cnlti^ 
vate the minds and bodies d our young nobility, and ill 
what kind of business they commonly spent the first, anS 
teachable part of their lives ? What course was taken io 
Bupply that 8$Eembly, when any noble family became eX- 
Unct ? What qualifications were necessary in those who 
are to be created new lords : whether the humour of the 
prince, a sum of money to a court lady, or a design of 
strengthening a party opposite to the public interest, ever 
happened to be motives 1n those advancements? What 
litare of knowledge these lords had in the laws of their 
country, and how they came by it, so as to enable them to 
decide the properdes of their fellow-subjects, in the last 
resort ? Whether they were always so free from avarice, 
partialities, or want, that a bribe, or some other sinister 
view, could have no place among them ? Whether those 
holy lords I spoke of, were always promoted to that rank, 
upon account of their knowledge in religious matters, and 
the sanctity of their lives ; had never been complieiB with 
the times, while they were common priests ; or slavish 
prostitute chaplains to some nobleman, whose opinion^ 
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they contimied servilelj to follow, after they were M- 
mitted into that nsBembly ? ^ 

He then desired to know, " what arts were {xtictised 
10 electing those whom I called commoners : whether a 
stranger, with a strong purse, might not influence the 
vulgar voters, to choose him before their own landlon^ 
or the most considerable gentleman, in the neighbour- 
hood ? How it cajie . to pass, that people were so vio- 
lently bent upon getting into this assembly, which { 
allowed to be a great trouble and expense, often to the 
ruin of their families, without any salaiy or pension, be- 
cause this appeared such an exalted strain of virtue and 
public spirit, that his majesty seemed to doubt it might 
possibly not be always sincere ?" And he desired to 
Imow, " whether such zealous gentlemeuceuldhave miy 
views of refunding themselves fn: the chaifg^and trour- 
)[>le they were at, by sacrificihg the public good to the 
designs of a weak and vicious prince, in eosjttnctim» 
with a corrupted ministry ?^ He nailti{^ied his ques- 
tions, and sifted me thoroughly upon every part of tim 
head, proposing numberless inquiries and objections 
which I think it not prudent or convenient to repeat. 
' Upon what I said in relation to our coturts of justice, 
his majesty desired to be satisfied in several points : 
and this I was the better able to do, having been for- 
merly almost ruined by a long suit in chanceiy, which 
was decreed for me with costs. He asked '^ what time 
was usually spent in determining between right and 
wrong, and what degrei of expense ? Whether advo- 
cates and orators had liber to plead iu causes, m«m* 
festly known to be unjust, vexatious, or oppressive? 
Whether party,* in religion or politics, were observed to 
be of any weight in the scale of juMice ? Whether those 
pleading orators, were persons educated in the general 
knowledge of equity, or only in provincial, uatioaal| 
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ftfld other kcal customs ? Whether they or their judges 
had any part in peooing those laws, irhich they assumed 
the liberty of iutei^pretii^, and glossing upon at their 
l^asure ? Whether they had ever, at different time^ 
pleaded for and against the same cause, and cited pre* 
cedents to prove contrary opinions ? WTiether they wei-e 
a rich, or a poor corporation ? Whether th^ received 
any pecuniary reward for pleading, or delivering their 
(^nions? And particularly, whether they were ever 
admitted as members in the lower senate ? 

He fell next upon the management oi qur treasury » 
and said, '* he thought my memory had failed me, be- 
4ause I computed our taxes at about five or six millions 
a year, and when I came to mention the issues, he found 
they sometimes amounted to more thau double ; for the 
notes Ue had taken wei*e very particular in this point, 
because he hoped, as he told me, that the knowledge of 
our conduct might be useful to him^ and he could not be 
deceived in his calculations. But, if what I told him 
were true, he was still at a loss, how a kingdom could 
run out of its estate, like a private person." He asked 
me, '^ who were our creditors ; and where we found 
oieaey to pay them ?" He wondered tQ hear me talk of 
guch chafgeable and expensive wars; '^ that certainly 
we must be a quarrelsome people, or live among very 
'bad neighbours, and that our generals must needs be 
licher than our kings. He asked ^ what business we 
had out of our own islands, unless upon Uie score of 
trade, or treaty, or to defend the coasts with our fleet ?" 
Above all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a merce- 
nary standing army, in the midst of peace, and among a 
free people. He said, " if we were governed by our own 
GODsent, in the persons of our representatives, he- could 
not imagine of whom we were afraid, or against whofl[i 
we were to fight ; and would hear my opinion, whether a 
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private man's hoine might not better be defaided hy 
bimsel^ his children, and &mily, than bj half a doeeo 
rascals, picked up at a Tentiire in the streets,, far small 
wages, who might get a hundred times more by catting, 
tbcar throats?" 

He laughed at my. *^ odd kind of arithmetic," as be- 
Iras pleased to call it, '^ia reckoning the numbers of ou^ 
people, by a compuiation drawn fh>m the several sects 
among us, in religion and politics." He said, ^ he 
knew no reason why those, who entertsJn opinions pre* 
judicial to the public, should be obliged to chaise, or 
should not be <^liged to conceal them. And as it was 
tyranny in any government, to require the first, bo it 
was weakness, not to enforce the second : tor a man may 
be aDowed to keep poisons in his doset, but not to Teml 
them about for cordials." 

He observed, '^ that among the diversions of our no^ 
bility and gentry, I bad mentioned gaming : he desired 
to kqow at what.age this. entertainment was usually 
taken up, and when it was laid down; how mudi oC 
their time it employed : whether it eves went so higjh at 
to affect their fortunes ; whether meah vicious > peoj^s^ 
by their dexterity in that art, might not arrive at grea^ 
ikhes^ and sometimes keep our veiy nobles in depend*, 
ance, as well as habituate them to vile companions y 
YfhoOj take them from the improvement, of tbdr minds^ 
and force them, by the losses they^ received, ta kam 
and practise that infamous dexterity upon others." 

}{e was perfectly aiAonished, with the historical ao* 
count I gave him of our afisqn^ during the last cen*. 
Uay ; protesting^ " it was only a heap of con8iaracie% 
f^lMJkmf murdexsi massacres^ revolutions^ baoisbmenti^ 

• ReceiWog alo6i,i8 eertaial7a<ytS|Q9d«vreiite^it^bo«|dbi|| 
'Iti^kiKStbeyiiitaiasd.' |r 
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the very vorBt effects that avarice, factioD, hypocrisy, 
perfidioosxtess, cruelty, rage, madnesB, hatred, envy, lust, ^ 
mali^ and ambitioo, could produce." 

His majesty, in another audience, was at the pains to 
recapitulate the sum of all I had spoken ; compared the 
questions he made, with the answers I had given ; then 
taking me into his hands, and stroking me gently, de« 
livered himself in these words, which I shall never 
forget, nor the manner he spoke them in : *' My little 
fnend Grildrig, you have made a most admirable pane«t 
gyric upon your country; you have clearly proved, 
that ignorance, idleness, and vice, are the proper ingre- 
dients for qualifying a legislator ; that laws are best ex- 
plained, interpreted, and applied, by those whose inter- 
est and abilities lie in perverting, confounding, and 
eluding them. I observe among you some lines of an 
institutioQ, which in its original might have been tolera- 
ble, but these half erased, and the rest wholly blurred 
and blotted by corruptions. It does not appear, from 
all you have said, how any one perfection is require<^ 
towaid the procurement of any one station among you>; 
much lesS) tiiat men are ennobled, on account of their 
virtue; that priests are advanced, for their piety or 
learning ; sc^diers,* for their conduct or valour ; judges 
for their integrity ; senators, for the love of their coun- 
try ; or counsellors, for their wisdom. As for yourself,? 
continued the king, "• who have spent the greatest part 
of your Hfe in travelling, I am well disposed to hope 
you may hitherto have escaped many vices of your 
country. But l^ what J haye gathered from your own re- 
lation, and the ansvars I have with much pains ^wringed 
aad estorted from you^^^I cannot but conclude the bullL 

^ buliead of * wriosecl,* it ihoald have been * wrung.^ 
G 3 - 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



148 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS: PART IL 

of your DatiTes to be, the most pernicioiiB race of little 
odious yermin, that nature ever sOfTered to crawl upon 
the surface of the earth." 



CHAP. vir. 

The autkor'^^ love rf his eounlry. He makis a pro*- 
posal of much advardage to the khtg^ whkh is rejeded. 
The king^s great, ignorance in politics. The learning 

' cf that cotintry very imperfect and confined. The 
laws^ and mUUaary qffmrs^ and parties in the slate* 

NOTHII^G but an exti-eme love of trdth, coirfd 
liave hindered me from eoncealiog this part of my story- 
ft was in vain to discover ray resentments, which weire 
^ways turned into ridicule ; and I was forced to rest 
with patience while my noble and beloved country was 
80 injuriously treated. I am as heartily sorvy, as aof 
of my Bcaders can possibly be, that such an' occaskm 
^was given : but this prince happened to be so curious 
and inquisitive upon every particular, that it could not 
consist either with gratitude or good manners, to refiise 
giving him what satisfaction I w as able. Yet thus nmeh 
I may be allo^ved to say in- my o\m vindication, that I 
artfully eluded many of his questions, and gave to 
every pduit a more fovourable turn> by mai^ d^ireesi, 
than the strictness of tmtb would allots. For I have 
always borne that laudable partiality to my owncountiy^ 
which Dionysius Halicarnassensis, with so mucii justtoe^ 
recommends to an historian : I ^ould hide the firailtics^ 
and deformities of my p<rfitipai mother, and place her 
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viitues tod beauties in the roost advantageous Hght 
^fals was my sincere endeavour, in those many discoor- 
aes I bad with that monarch, although it unfortunately 
failed of success. 

But great allowances should be given to a kin«r, who 
Jives whoHy secluded from the rest of the world, and 
must therefore be altogether unacquainted with the 
manners and customs that most prevail in other nations : 
the want of which knowledge will ever produce many 
prejudices, and a certain nan-owuess of thinking, from 
whicb we, and the politer countries of Europe, are 
wholly exempted. And it would be hard indeed, if s* 
j*emote a prince's notions of virtue and vice were to be 
.offered as a standard for all mankind. 

To confirm what I have now said, and farther t« 
show tlie miserable efibcts of a confined education, I 
^ali here insert a passage, which will hardly obtain be^ 
lief. In hopes to inipratiate myself farther iQto liis 
jnajesty's favour, I told him of ^ an invention, discover* 
^d between three and four hundred years ago, to make 
a certain powder, into a heap of which, the smallest 
jpark of fire falling, would kindle the whole in a mo- 
.loeot, although it were as big as a mouptain, and make 
it all fly up in the air together, with a nme and agita- 
,tion greater than thunder. That a proper quantity of 
.Ibis powder rammed into a hollow tube of brass or iron, 
^^sccordiflg to its bigness, would drive a ball of iron or 
lead, with such violence and speed, as nothing was able 
40 sustain its force. That the largest balls thus dis- 
.cbai^ed, would not only destroy whole ranks of an 
.army at once, but batter the strongest walls to the 
ground, sink down ships» with a thousand men in eacb^ 
40 the bottom of the sea ; and when linked together by 
a chain, would cut through roasts and rigging, divide 
bundreds of bodies in tlie middle, and lay all waste be- 
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fiire them. That we oftei put this powder into laigc 
h<^ow balls of iron, and discharged them by an engine 
into some dty we were besi^ng, which would rip up 
the pavements, tear the houses to pieces, burst and throw 
splinters on every side, dashing out the brains of all 
who earae near. That I knew the ingredients very 
well, which were cheap and common ; I understood die 
manner of compounding them, and could direct bis 
workmen bow to make those tut)es, of a nze proportiona- 
ble to all other things in his majesty's kingdom, and the 
largest need not be above a hundred feet long ; twenty 
or thirty of which tubes, chaiged with the proper quan- 
tity of powder and balls, would batter down the walls 
of the strongest town in his dominions, in a few houri^ 
or destroy the whole metropolis, if ever it should pre- 
tend to dispute his absolute commands. This I humbfy 
oflfered to his majesty, as a small tribute of acknow- 
ledgment, in return of so many marks that I had re- 
ceived, of his royal favour and protection." 

The king was struck with horror at the description 
I had given of those tenible engines, dud the proposal 
I had made. ^' He was amazed, how so impotent an^ 
grovellii^ an insect as I," (these were his expressions,) 
" could entertain such inhuman ideas, and in so fam^iar 
a manner, as to appear wholly unmoved at ail the 
scenes of blood and desolation, which I had pakited, as 
Uie common effects of those destructrive machines; 
whereof," he said, '* some evil genius, enemy to man- 
kind, must have be^n the first contriver. As for him- 
self, he protested, that altliough few things delighted 
him so much, as new discoveries in art or in nature, yet 
he would rather lose h&lf his kingdom, than be privy 
to such a secret; wtich he commanded me^ as I valued 
my life, never to menliOD any more." 
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A strange effect d* narrow prioKiples and views ! that 
a prince possessed of every quklity which procures 
veneration, love, and esteem; of sti^ng parts, great 
wisdom, and profound learning, endowed with admirable 
talents, and almost adored by his subjects, should from 
a nice unnecessary scruple, whereof in Europe we can 
have no conception, let slip an opportunity put into his 
hands,* that would have made him absolutely mast^ <rf 
the lives, the liberties, and the fortunes of his people. 
Neither do I say this, with the least intention to detract 
from the many virtues of that excellent king, whose 
character, I am sensible, will, on this account, be very 
much lessened in the opinion of an English reader t 
but I talie this defect among them to have risen from 
their igncnrance, by not having hitherto reduced pditid 
into a science, as the more acute wits of Europe have 
done. For, I remember very well, in a discourse on« 
day with the king, when I happened to say, ^ there 
were several thousand books among us written upon the 
«rt of government," it gave him (directly contrary to 
loy intention) a very mean opinion of our understand- 
ings. He professed both to abominate and despise all 
mystery, refinement, and intrigue, either in a prince or 
a minister. He could not tell what I meant by secrets 
dt state, where an enemy, or some rival nation, were 
not in die case. • He confined the knowledge of govern* 
ing within very narrow bounds, to common s^se and 
reason, to justice and lenity, to the iqpeedy determina* 
tion of civil and criminal causes ; with some other ob^ 
Tioos topics, which are not worth con^dering. And he 
gave it for bis opinion, ^ that whoever could miike two 
ears of corn, or two blades of grass, to grow upon a spol 
of ground, where only one grew before, would deserve 
better of mankind, and do more essential service to hii» 
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- oouDtiy, thaa the whole race of politicians pat toge* 
thcr.'' 

The karoing of this people is very defective : consist- 
iog 00I7 io morality, history, poetry, aod mathematics, 
-wherein they must he allowed to excel. But the lust 
of these, is wholly applied to what may be useful in life, 
to the improvement of agriculture, and all mechanical 
arts; so that among us, it would be little esteemed. And 
as to ideas, entities, abstractions, and transcendentals, I 
could never drive the least conception^ into their heads. 
No law of that country must exceed in words the 
number of letters in their alphabet, which consists only 
of two-and-twenty. But indeed few of them extend 
even to that length. They are ex[»«S6ed in the most 
plain and simple terms, wherein those people are not loer- 
curial enough to discover aboye one int^retation : and 
to wiitc a comment upon any law, is a capital crime. 
As to the decision of civil causes, or proceedings ^gain^ 
criminals, their precedents are so few, that they have lit: 
tie reason to boast of any extraordinary skill in either. 
• They have had the art of printing, as well as tlie Chi- 
nese, time out of mind : but their libraries are not very 
large ; for that of the king, which is reckoned the largest^ 
does not amount to above a thousand volumes, placed in 
a gallery of twelve hundred feet long, whence I had H^ 
berty to borrow what books I pleased. The queen's 
joiner had .contrived in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms, a 
kind of wooden machine five-and-twenty feet higl), form- 
ed like a standing ladder, the steps were each My feet 
long : it was indeed a moveable pair of stah*s, the lowest 
end placed at ten feet distance from the wall of the cham- 
ber. The book I had a mind to read, was put up lean- 
ing against the wall : I first mounted to the upper step^ 

* It should be, * I could never drive the least conception * of them » 
into their heads.' S, 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAa 153 

of the ladder, and tumiog my face toward the book, be<- 
gan at the top of the page, and go walking to the right 
and left about eight or ten paces, according to the length 
of the lines, till I had gotten a little below the level of 
mine eyes, and then descending gradually till I came to 
the bottom : after which I mounted again, and began the 
other page in the same manner, and so turned oyer the 
leaf, which I could easily do with both my hands, for it 
was as thick and stiff as a pasteboard,, and in the largest 
folios not above eighteen or twenty feet long. 

Their style is clear, masculine, and smooth, but not 
florid ; for they avoid nothing more than multiplying un- 
necessaiy words, or using various expressions. I have 
perused many of their books, especially those in history 
and morality. Among the rest, I was much diverted 
with a little old treatise, which always lay in Glumdal- 
ditches bed-chamber, and belonged to her governess, a 
grave elderly gentlewoman, who dealt in writings of mo- 
rality and devotion. The book treats of the weakness 
of human kind, and is in little" esteem, except among the 
women and the vulgar. However, I was curious to see 
what an author of that country could say upon such a 
subject. This writer went through aU the usual topics 
of European moralists, showing " how diminutive, con- 
temptible, and helpless an animal was man in his own na- 
ture ; how unable to defend himself from inclemencies 
of the ail*, or the fury of wild beasts : how much he was 
excelled by one creature in strength, by another in speed, 
by a third in foresight, by a fourth in industry." He 
added, ** that natuie was degenerated in these latter de- 
clining ages of the world, and could now produce only 
small abortive births, in comparison of those in ancient 
times." He said, " it was very reasonable to think, not 
only that the species of men were originally much larger, 
but also tliat there must have^been giants in former ages 
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which, as it is asserted by history and traditioOj so it 
has been confirmed by huge bones and^ sculls, pasually 
dug up in several parts of the kingdom, far exceeding 
the common dwindled race of men in our days." He 
argued, ** that the very laws of nature, absolutely re- 
quired we should have been made, in the beginning, 
of a size more large and robust, not so liable to destruct 
tion horn every little accident, of a tile falling ftom a 
house, or a stone cast from the hand of a boy, or being 
drowned in a little brook,** From this way of reason- 
ing, the author drew several moral applications, useful 
in the conduct of life, but needless here to repeat For 
my own part, I could not avoid I'eflecting how universal- 
ly this talent was spread, of drawing lectures in morali- 
ty, or indeed rather matter of discontent and repining, 
from the quarrels we raise with nature. And I believe, 
upon a strict inquiry, those quarrels might be shown as 
ill giounded among us, as they are among that people.* 
As to their military affairs, they boast that the king's 
army consists of a hundred and seventy-six thousand 
foot, and thirty-two thousand horse: if that may be cal- 
led an army, which is made up of tradesmen in the seve- 
ral cities, and farmers in the country ; whose comman- 
ders are only the nobility and gentiy, without pay or re- 
ward. They are indeed perfect enough in their exer- 
cises, and under very good discipline, wherein I saw no 
gieat merit : for how should it be otherwise, where eve- 
ry farmer is under the command of his own landlord, and 

♦ The author's zeal to justify Providence has before been remarked ; 
and these quarrels with nature, <»■, io other words, with Ood, eouM 
not have been more forcibly reproved than by showing, that the com- 
plaints upon which they are founded, would be equally specious 
Bmpng beings of such astonishing superiority of stature and strength 
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every citizen under that of the principal men in his own 
city, chosen after the manner of .Venice, by ballot? 

I have often seen tlie miU^a of Lorbrulgrud drawn 
out to exercise in a great field near the city of twenty 
miles square. They were in all not above twenty-five 
thousand foot, and six thousand horse ; but it was im- 
-ppfislbleiiNr me to compute their number, considering the 
space of ground they took up. Jl cavalier, mounted 
pn a large steed, might be about ninety feet high. I 
have seen this whole*body of horse upon a word of com* 
mand, draw their swords at once, and brandish them in 
^e air. Imagination can figure nothing so grand, so 
nurprising^ and so astonishing 1 it looked as if ten thou- 
sand flashes of lightning, were darting at the same timci 
li-om every quarter of the sky. 

I was curious to know bow this prince, to whose do- 
minions there are no access from any other country, 
came to think of armies, or to teach his people the prac* 
dee of military discipline. But I was soon Informed, 
both by conversation, and reading their histories ; for, 
in the course of many ages, they have been troubled 
with the same disease, to which the whole race of man^ 
kind is-subject ; the nobility often contending for pow- 
er, the people for lM)crty, and the king for absolute do- 
minion. All which, however happily tempered by the 
laws of that kingdom, have been sometimes viplated by 
each of the three parties, and have more than once oc- 
-easioned civil wars ; the last whereof, was happily put 
an end to, by this prince's grandfather, in a general com- 
position ; and the militia, then settled with common cour 
sent, has been ever since kept in the strictest duty. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The king and queen make a progress to the Jroniieia. 
The author attends than. The maimer in which kt 
leaves the country very particular^ related. He re- 
turns to England, 

I Had always a stroog impulse, that I should eontfi 
time recover my liberty, though it was impossible toeott- 
.lecture by what means, or to form aoy project, with the 
least hope of succeeding. The ship iu which I sailed 
was the first ever known to be driven within sight €i 
that coast, and the king had given strict orders, *• th?it if 
at any time another appeared, it should be taken ashore, 
and with all its crew and passengers, brought in a tum- 
bril to Lwbrulgrud." He was strongly bent to get roc 
a woman of my own size, by whom I. might pro- 
pagate the breed : but I think I should ratlier have 
died, than undergone the disgrace, of leaving a posterity 
to be kept in cages, like tame canary Hrds, and pe^ 
haps, in time, sold about the kingdom, to persons ai 
quality, for curiosities. I was indeed treated with mudi 
kindness : I was the favourite of a great king. and queen, 
and the delight of the whole court; but it was upon suicb 
a foot, as ill became the dignity of human kind. I couM 
never forget those domestic pledges I had left behind 
me. I wanted to be among people, with whom I coidd 
converse upon even terms, and walk about the street 
and fields, without being afraid of being trod to deatb 
like a frog or a young puppy. But ray delivcra^e 
came sooner than I expected, and in a manner not veiy 
common : the whole story and circumstances of which, I 
shall faithfully relate. 
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I had oow been two years in this country ; and about 
the beginning of the third, Ghinidalclitch aiJ8 I attended 
the king and queen, in a progress to the south coast of 
the kingdom. I was carried as usual, in my traveiliog 
box, which, as I have already described, was a very 
oomrenient closet, of twelve feet wide. And I had or- 
dered a hammock to be fixed, by silken ropes, from the 
four comers at the top to break the jolts, when a servant 
carried me before him, on horseback, as I sometimes de- 
dred ; and would often sleep in my hammock, while Tte 
were upon the road. On the roof of my closet, not di- 
Tectly over the middle of the hammock, I ordered the 
joloer to cut out a hole of a foot square, to give me air in 
hot weather, as I slept : which hole I shut at pleasure 
with a board Ihat drew backward and forward through 
a groove. 

When we came to our journey's end, the king thought 
pGpes to pass a few days at a palace he has near Fian- 
fAasDic, a city within eighteen Eoglish miles of tlie sea- 
side. Glumdaklitch and I weie much fatigued : I had 
goden a small cold, but tlie poor girl was so ill as te be 
ooofined to her chamber. I longed to see the ocean, 
which must be the only scene of my escape, if ever it 
dKHild happen. I pretended to be worse than I really 
was, and desired leave to take the fresh ah' of the sea, 
with a page, whom I was very fond of, and who had 
sinetime^ been trusted with me. I shall never ibrget 
wkh what unwillingness Ghimdalclitch consented, not 
Ae strict charge slie gave the page to be careful of me, 
busting, at the same time into a flood of tears, as if she 
had some foreboding of what was to happen. The boy 
took me out in my box, about half an hour's walk from 
the palace, towards the rocks on the sea«6hore. I order- 
ed him to set me down, and lifting up one of my sashes, 
cast many a wistful melancholy look toward the sea. I 
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fimnd myBclf jiot very well, and told the page that I fakd 
a mind to take a nap in mj hamraoclc, wfakh I hoped 
would d6 me good. I got in, and the boy shut the win- 
dow close down, to keep out the cold. I soon fell 
asleep, and all I can conjecture is, while I slept, th^' 
page, thinking no danger could happen, went among the ' 
rocks to look W birds' eggs, having before observed him ' 
from my window searching about, and picking up one 
or two in the clefts. Be that as It wiB, I found myself 
suddenly awaked with a violent pull upon the ring; 
which was fastened at the top of my box, for the con- 
veniency of carriage. I felt my box raised vfery high ' 
in the air, and then borne forward with prodigious speed. 
The first jolt had like to have shaken me out of my 
hammock, but afterward the motion was easy enough. I 
called out several times as loud as I could raise my 
voice, but all to no purpose. I looked toWard my 
windows, and could see nothing but the clouds and sky. 
I heard a noise just over my head, like the clapping of 
wings, and then began to perceive the wofurcondition I 
was in, that some eagle had got the ring of my box in his 
beak,, with an ibtent to let it fall on a rock like a tor- 
toise in a shell, and then pick out my body, and devour 
it : for the sagacity and smell of this bird, enabled him * 
to discover hisquany at a great distance, though better 
concealed than I could be within a two-inch boaid. 

In a little time, I observed the noise and flutter of * 
wings to increase very fast, and my box was tossed up 
and down, like a sign in a windy day. I heard several 
bangs or buffets, as I thought, given to the eagle (for 
such I am certain it must have been that held the ring 
of my box In his beak) and then, all on a sudden, felt 
myself falling perpendicularly down, for above a minute, 
but with such incredible swiftness, that I almost lost my 
breaUi. My fall was stopped by a terrible squash, thait 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A VOTAGE TO BROBDINONAG. T5t 

timinded louder to mj ears than the catarac;! of Niag«> 
ra ;^ after i^hich, I was quite in the dark for another 
minute, and then my box b^an to rise so high, that I 
could see light from the tops of the windows ; I now per^ 
eeived I was fallen into the sea. Mj box, by the weight 
of my body, the goods that were in, and the broad platei 
of kon fixed for strength at the four corners of the top 
and bottom, Hoated about five feet deep in water. I did 
then, and do now suppose, that the eagle which flew away 
with my box, was pursued by two or three others^ and 
forced to let me drop, while he defended himself against 
the rest, who hoped to share in the prey. The plates of 
iron fsuBtened at the bottom of the box (for those were 
the strongest,) preserved the balance while it fell, and 
liindered it from being broken on the surface of the wa^ 
ter. Every joint of it was well grooved ; and the door 
did not move on hinges, but up and down like a sash, 
which kept my closet so tight that very little water came 
in. I got with much difficulty out of my hammock, 
having first ventured to draw back the slip-board on the 
roof already mentioned, contrived on purpose to let in 
air, for want of which I found myself almost stifled. 

How often did I then wish myself with my dear Glum- 
dalclitch, from whom one single hour had so far divided, 
me t And t may say with truth, that in the midst of my 
own misfortunes, I could not forbear lamenting my poor 
mirse, the grief she would suffer for my loss, the displea- 
sure of the queen, and the ruin of her fortune* Perhaps 
many travellers have not been under greater difficulties 
and distress than I was at this junctui-e, expecting every 
moment to see my box dashed to pieces, or at least over- 

* This cataract is produced by the fall of a coilflux of water (fonn^ 
ed of the four vast lakes of Canado,) from a rocky precipice, the per- 
pendicular height of which is one hundred and thirty-seven feet j an* 
k is said to have been heard fifteen leaguet* H* 
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set by the first vtoleot blast, or risiog wave. A breadi 
ia one single pane of glass, would have been immediate 
death : nor could anj thing have preserved the windows, 
but the strong lattice wires placed on the outside, against 
accidents in travelling. I saw the water ooze in at se- 
veral crannies, although the leaks were not considera- 
ble, and I endeavoured to stop them as well as I could. 
I was not able to lift up the roof of my closet, which 
otherwise I certainly should have done, and set on tbq 
top of it; where I might at least preserve myself some 
hours longer, than by being shut up (as I may call it) iu 
the hold. Or if I escaped these dangers for a day w 
two, what could I expect, but a miserable death of cold 
and hunger? I was four hours under these circum- 
stances, expecting, and Indeed wishing every moment to 
be my last. 

I have already told the reader, that there were two 
strong staples fixed upon that side of my box which had 
no window, and into which, the servant who used to car- 
ry me on horseback, would put a leathern belt, and buc^ 
kle it about his waist. Being in this disconsolate state, 
I heard, or at least thought I heard, some kind of grat- 
ing noise on that side of my box, where the staples were 
fixed ; and soon after I began to fancy, that the box was 
pulled or towed along in the sea ; for I now and then 
felt a sort of tugging, which made the waves rise near 
the tops of my windows, leaving me almost in the dark.. 
This gave me some faint hopes of relief, although J was 
not able to imagine how it could be brought about. X 
ventured to unscrew one of my chairs, which were al^ 
ways fastened to the floor; and having made a hard 
shift to screw it down again, directly under tlie slipping-, 
board that I had lately opened, I mounted on the cliair, 
and putdng my mouth as near as I could to the hole, I 
called for help in a loud voice, and in all the languages I 
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ooderstood. I then ftstened my haadkercbief to a stick 
I usually carried, and tfarusting it up the hole, Mrayedit 
several times in the air, that if any boat or ship were 
Beai-, ilie seamea might conjecture some mb^ppy mortal 
to be shut up in the box. 

Ifound no effect from all'I could do, but plainly per- 
ceived my closet to be moved along ; and in the space 
of an hour, or better, that side of the box \>There the sta^ 
pies ir'er^ and had no windows, strack against somethiijg 
t&at was hard. I apprehencled it to be a rock, and found 
myself tossed more than ever. I plainly heard a noise 
upon the cover of my closet, Uke that of a caUe, and 
the grating of it as it pasded through the ring. I then 
found myself hoisted up, by degrees, at least three feet 
fabler than I was l)efore. Whereupon I again thnist 
up my stick and handkerchief, caUin^ for help till I was 
almost hoarse. In return to which, I heard a great 
shout repeated three times, giving me such tran^Kirts of 
joy, as are not to be conceived but by those who feel 
them. I now heard a trampling over my head, and 
floniebody calling through the hole with a Icmd vdce, in 
the EngKdi tongue, << If there be any body below, lei 
them speak." I answered, ^ I was an Englishman 
drawn by ill fortune into the greatest calamity that ever 
any creature underwent, and beg^ped, by all that was 
moving, to be delivered out of the dungeon I was in.'* 
The voice ireplied, ^ I was safe, for my box was fastened 
to their ship; and the carpenter should immediately 
come and saw a hole in the cover, large enough to. pull 
me out." I answered, *' that was needless, and would 
take up too much time; for there was no more to be 
done, but let one of the crew put his finger into the jiog^ 
and take the box out of the sea into the ship, and so in% 
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to the captaio^s cabio.''^ Some of then, npoo liearing 
aie XbSl 80 wfldlj, tbeogbt I was mad; otben lao^ied; 
lor indeed it neTer came into mj head» that I vas now 
got amoog people of mj otto stature aod irtreogtb. Tlie 
^4;aipeDter came, and Id a few numttes sawed a pasnge 
about foor feet s<|piare, dieo let down a small ladder^ up* 
•II wbieb I mounted, and tbenee was taken into tbe di^ 
in a yery weak conditioo* 

Tbe sailors were all in amazement, and asked me a 
thousand questions^ wbidi I bad no inclmatHMi to an- 
answer. I was equaHj confounded at the s^bt of ^ 
asanj p^nses^ for such I took them to be, after hvnog 
ao long accustomed mine ejes to tbe monstrous objects 
I had left. But the captain, Mr. Thomas Wiksodn, 
an honest woitbj Shn^Mhire man, obsarriog I was lea- 
df to fidnt, took me into his caUn, gave me a cordial to 
comfiHt mey and made me turn in upon his ownbedi ad- 
vising me to take a little rest, of wUch I bad a great 
need. Bdbre I went to steep, I gave him to undarstaod 
that I bad tuomt valuable furniture in my box, too good 
to be loat; a fine hammock; a handsome field bed, two 
chain, a table, and a cabinet That my closet was hung 
00 all sides, or rather quoted, with silk and cotton : thai 
if he would let one of the crew bring my closet into Us 
cabin, I would open it there before bim^ aod show him 
oy goods. Tbe captain, hearing me utter these absur- 
^ties, concluded I was raving: however (I suppose (• 
pacify me) he promised to give order as I desired, and 
gc^upon deck sent some of his men down into my d*- 

* Tbex« are lereral little incidents which show the authmr to have 
had a deephnoidedgeof hnmao nature; and I think this Is one. Al- 
lliough the principal adrantagee enumerated by Ovllviei^ in tbe he- 
ginning of this chapter, of mingling again among his countrymen, 
depended'on their being of tiie same nse with himself,, yet this is for- 
gotten in hit ardour to be ddivered: and he it afterward betrairei 
•Bto the nwe dbtuiditf^ by hit leal to presetr e his (urmture. 1^ 
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let, wbenee (as I afterwards fennd) tbej drew up aUniy 
godds, and stripped oS the quilting ; but die chairs, eaUf 

' KUbtj and bedstead, being screwed to the floor, were much 
damaged by the ignorance of the seamen, who tore them 

*''«p b^ force. Then they knocked off some of the boards 
ibr the use of the ^p, and when they had got all they 
had a mind for, let the hull drop into the sea, which \^ 
reason of many breaches made in the bottom and ddes 

' sunk to rights. And indeed I was glad not to have been 
t spectator of the haroc they made : because I am con> 

^^Dt it wcmld have sensibly touched me, by bringbg 

"^rmer passages into my m?/id, which I would rather have 
forgot. 

I slept some hours, but perpetually disturbed with 
dreams of the [^iace I had left, and the dangers I had 
escaped. However, upon waking, I found myself much 
recovered. It was now about eight oVlo<^ at nighty 
and the captain ordered supper immediately, thinking 
I had aheady fasted too loiig. He entertained me with 
great kindness, observing me not to look wildly, or talk 
ioconnstedy ; and, when we were left alone, desired I 
would give him a relation of my travels, and by what 
accident I came to be set adrift in that monstrous wood- 

^ ep chest He said, ^ that about twelve o'clock at noon, 

^ as he was looking Uirough his glass, he spied it at a dis- 
tance, and thought it was a saU, which he had a mind 

.to make, being not much out of his course, in hopes of 
buying some biscuit, his own beginning to fall ^ort. 
That upon comii^ nearer, and findii^ his error, he sent 
mxl bis long-boat to discover what H was ; that his men 
came back iua fright, sweanng ihej had seen a swim- 

^iidhg house. That he laughed at their folly, and went 
himself in the boat, ordering his men to take a strong 
cahie lioiig with tfiem. That die weather being calm 
be cowed round oie several times, obseftMu^ windows 
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and wire-lattices that defended them. That be ^i^ 
covered two staples upon one side, which was M <^ 
boards, without any passage for light He then com- 
manded his men to row up to that side, and fastening a 
caUe to one of the staples, ordered them to tow my 
chest, as they called it, toward the diip. When it waft 
there, he gave directions to fasten another cable to the 
ring fixed in the cover, and to raise up my chest witb 
pullies, which all the sailors were not able to do above 
two or three feet He said, they saw my stick and 
haiidkerchief thrust out of the hole, and concluded that 
some unhappy man must be shut up in the cavity." I 
asked, *^ whether he or the crew had seen any pro^ 
digious birds in the air, about the time he first di&coTer- 
ed me ?" To which he answered, ^^ that discoursing 
this matter with the sailors while I was asleep, one of 
them said, he had observed three eagles flying towards 
the norUi, but remarked nothing of their being larger 
than the usual size." Which I suppose must be im- 
puted to the gieat height they were at; an4 he couM 
not guess the reason of my question. I then asked tbe^ 
captain, " how far he reckoned we might be firom land ?** 
he said, ^^ By the best computation he could make, we 
were at least a hundred leagues." I assured him, 
^' that he must be mistaken by almost half, for I had not 
left the country whence I came above two hours before 
I dropped into the sea." Whereupon he began agaiQ 
to think that my brain was disturbed, of which he gave 
me a hint, and advised me to go to bed in a cabin he 
had provided^ I asaired him ^ I was well refreshed 
with his good entertainment and company, and as much 
in ray senses as ever I was in my life." He then grew 
serious, and desired to ask me freely, *' whether I were 
pot troubled in my mind by the. consciousness of some 
enormous crime, for which I was punished, at the corn- 
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mand of some prince, by exporfog nys io that chest ; 
98 great criadiiak in other countries hflve been forced 
to sea io a leaky vessel, without provisioDs : for althoiigh 
he should be sorry to have taken so ill a man into his 
diip, yet he would engage his wcnrd to set me safe 
ashwe, in the first port where we arrived." He added, 
" that his suspicions were much increased, by some 
very absurd speeches I had delivered at first to his 
f ailors, and afterwards to himself, in relation to my 
closet or chest, as well as by my odd looks and be- 
Jiaviour while I was at supper." 

I begged his patience to hear me tell my story, whidi 
J faithfully did, from the last time I left England, to 
^the moment he first discovered me. And as truth al- 
ways forces its way into rational minds, so this honest 
worthy gentleman, who had isome tincture of learning, 
and very good sense, was immediately convinced of my 
candour and veracity. But, farther to confirm all I 
had said, I entreated him to give order that my cabinet 
dould be brought, of which I had the k^ in my pock- 
et; for he had already informed me how the seamen 
disposed of my closet. I opened it in his own presence, 
and showed him the small collection of rarities I made 
in the country from which I had been so strangely de- 
livered. There was the comb I had contrived out of 
the stumps of the king's beard, and aaoiher of the 
same materials, but fixed into a paring of her majesty's 
Ihiunb-nail, which served for the back. There was a 
collection of needles and pins, from a foot, to half a 
yard long; four wasp stings, hl^e joiners' tacks; some 
combings of the queen's hair; a gold riiig, which one 
day riie made me a present of, in a most obliging man- 
ner, talring it from her little finger, and throwing it over 
my head like a collar. I desured the captain would 
idease to accept this ring in return tf his civilizes; 
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irUehhe^dMoAutelfreiiised. I sbowed fain a com Hn^ 
I faad*cut cff, iriih mj owe hand, from a maid of 
iioDour^s toe; it was about the bigness of a Keatidi 
pip|»o, aod groivD so hard, that when I returoed to 
Eogland, I got it hollon ed into a cu^ and set io stiver. 
Lastly, I desired him to see the In-eecfaes I had theo^oOi 
idiich were made of a roouse^s skio. 

I ooaki force nothing on him but a fix)tm»iV toodi^ 
vluch I observed him to examine with great curiORly, 
and found he had a fancy for it. He recdved it with 
abundance of thanks, niore than such a trifle could de» 
serre. It was drawn by an unskilful suigeon, in a mis- 
take, from one of Olumdalclitch's men, who was aflid* 
ed with the tooth-ach, but it was as sound as any In Ms 
head. I got it cleaned, and put it into my calnnet. It 
was about a foot long, and four inches in diuneter. 

Tte captain was very well satisfied wi|h this plala 
relatioa I had given him, and said, " he hoped, wheo 
we returned to Eoglahd, I would oblige the worid l^^ 
putting it on paper, and making it public.'^ My answer 
was, ^ that I thought we were ahready overstodced with 
books of travels: that nodung could now pass whidi 
was not extraordinary ; wh^ein I doubted some authocs 
less consulted truth, thsm their own vanity, or ^torest,, 
or the diversion of %norant jreaders : that my stej 
could contsun little beside common events, withmit those 
ornamental descriptions of strange ^nts, trees, faifd% 
and other animals $ <Hr of the barbarous customs aod 
idolatry of savage people, with which most wrileo 
abound. . However, I dianked him for his good opinioQ, 
and iMTomised to take the matter into n^ thoughts.'' 

He said ^ he ,woadaped at one tibing very much, 
which was, to hear me speak so loud;'' aduog me 
^ -whether the king or queen of that eouotry WiNpe tUck 
rf b^^i^Pf?" i lot4 himi "* H was what I hadte«k 
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ilscH to for above two years pasl:^ aad Uuil I adtnivid 
aa mtcb at the voices of faun and Ins weoi who seemed 
4a me ^mfy to' whisper, and jet I could hear tbem wdl 
enoo^. But, when I spdke io that cottotrj, it was 
]^e a man talking !d the streets, to another looking out 
fmn the top of a steeple, unless when I was placed on 
a table^ or held in any parson's hand.'' I told him, ^ I 
hifed Iik^i8e^>b6erved another thing, that when I first 
got into the Mp, and the sailers stood all about me, I 
thought they were the most little contemptible creatures 
1 bad evec bdield." For indeed, while I was in that 
{vfaiee's coiuitry, I could never endure to look in a glass 
after mhtfi eyes had been accustomed to such prodigioui 
tt^eetBi because the comparison gave me so despicable 
a ccmcdt of myseH The captain said, ^ that while we 
wete at supper, he observed me to look i^ every thiqg 
w^ a sort of wonder, and that I often seenied hardly 
diie to contab my laughter, whidi he knew not well 
how to take, but imputed it to some disorder lu my 
brain." I answered, ^4t was very true; and I wqn* 
dered how I could forbear, when I saw his dishes of the 
size <rfa ^Iver three-pence, a leg of poik hardly a 
UKMithftil, a cup not so b^ as a nutrdiell^'' and so I 
wei^ on, desdibing the rest of his household-stuff and 
pKivinons, after the aaaie manner. For, akhough the 
queen bad ordered a little equipage of all diings neces*- 
saiy for me, while I was in Iier jservice, yet ray ideas 
were wholly taken up with what I saw on every side oS 
me, and I widied at my own littleness, as people do at 
ttdr own faults. The captain understood my raiBerj 
very well, and merrily replied with the old Ei^Hib 
ptoveib, "^ ihat he doubted mioe eyes were l^ggev tbaa 
my beQy, for he did not observe my stomach aogood, 
iHhough I had fasted aA^ih^f'V and oootimdug in ^ 
mkth, protested ^ht would have i^adl^ giv^ a bmb 
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dred pouDds, to hftVe seen my closet in the esf le's b% 
and aflerirards in its fallfrmn so great a iieiglit into the 
aea; which would certainly bare been a^ost astonish^ 
uig object, worthj to have the description of it trans* 
iBriltted to future ages :'' and the comparison of Fhaetoil 
was so obvious, that he could not f<»i)ear applying it, 
alihou^ I did not much admire the conceit 

The captain, having been at Tonquin, was, in his re- ~ 
turn to England, driven north-eastward to the latitude 
of 44 degrees, and longitude of 143. But meeting a 
trade-wind two days after I came on board him^ we 
sailed southward a long time, and coasting New-Holland^ 
kept our course west-^outh-west, and then southHKmtlK 
west, till we doulrfed the Cape of Good Hc^, Our 
voyage was very {prosperous, but I shall not trotjd>le the 
reader with a journal of it The captain called in at 
one or two potis, and sent in his long-boat for provi* 
sions wid fresh water ; but I never went out of the ship 
tin we came into the Downs, which was on the thurd ddy 
of June, 1706, about nine months after my escape. I 
offered to leave my goods in security for payment of my 
freight; but the captain protested he would not receive 
one farthing. We took a kind leave of each other, and 
I made him pi-omise he would come to see roe at my 
house in RedrifT. I hired a hcnrse and guide for five 
shillings, which I borrowed of the captain. 

As I was on the road, observing the littleness of the 
houses, the trees, the cattle, and the people, I began to 
think myself in Lilliput. I was afraid of trampUog on 
every traveller I met, and often called aloud to have 
them stand out of the way, so that I had like to have 
.gotten one or two broken heads for my impertinence. 

When I came to my own house, fcfr which I was forc- 
ed to inquire, iMie of the servants opening^ the door, I 
bent down to go in (like a goose und^r a gate) for fear 
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ef striking my head. My wife ran oat to embrace me 
but I 9tooped lower than her knees, thinking she could 
otherwise never be al^e to reach my mouth. My 
daughter kneeled to ask my blessing, but I could not 
see her till she arose, having been so long used to stand 
with my head and e^^es ^ect to above sixty feet; and 
then I went to take her wp with one hand by the waist. 
I looked down upon the servants, and one or two friends 
who were in the house, as if they had been pigmies and 
I a giant* I toldmy wife ^ she had been too thrifty, foe 
I found she had starved herself and her daughter to 
nothing." In short, I behaved myself so unaccountably, 
that they were all of the captain's opinion when he first 
saw me, and concluded I had lost my wits. This I 
mention as an instance of the great power of habit and 
prejudice. 

In a little time, I and my family and friends came to a 
right understanding : but my wife protested '^ I should 
never go to sea any more ;'^ although my evil destiny so 
<Hrdered, that she had not power to hinder me,' as the 
reader may know hereafter. In the mean time, I here 
conclude the second part of my unfwtunate voyages.''^ 

* From the whole of those two voyages to Lillipat and Brobdiog- 
nag mrnes one general remark, which, however obvious, has been 
overlooked by those who consider tiiem as little more than the 9p<^ 
of a wanton imagination. When human actions are ascribed to pig* 
mies and giants, tliere are few that do not excite either contempt, 
disgust, or horror ; to ascribe them therefore to such beings, was per- 
haptthe most probable method of engaging the mind to examine them 
with attention, and judge of them witii impartiality, by suspending the 
fkscination of habit, and exhibiting familiar olgects in a new light. 
The use of the fable then is not less'aiqiiarent than important and ex- 
tensive; and that this use was intended by the author can be doubted 
only by those who are disposed to affirm, that order and regi^ari^ 
are the effects of chance. H. 

B 2 
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A VOYAGE 



TO 



UiPVTA, BALNIBARBI, LUG0NA6G, OLUBBt 
DUBDRIB, AND JAPAIf.* 



CHAP, t 

The auffuor sets out m his thirdvcyage. tstaken tnf 
pirates. The maiice cf a Dutchman. His arrival i^ 
an islands He is received into Laputcu 

I HAD not been at home above ten days, when eaptaiil 
William Robinson, a Cornish man, commander of the 
Hopewell, a stout ship of three hundred tons, caine (b 
my house* I had formerly been surgeon of anoAer ship 
where he was master and a fourth part owner, in a voy- 
age to the Levant. He had always treated me more 



* Dr. iSn^it seems to have borrowed several hints, inhis VoTajntj^ 
Lapu/ta^ from a Notrid written hy the lea&ed Dr. .FVvncu OfMht^ ' 
Bishvp i£Lmit^jF<, called ^* Man in the Moon, or a Dbeoiiaae of a 
VcQ^ge thither, hy Domingo GomakSi 1638,** 8fo. This phik^pqphk 
romance, which has been several times printed, shows that §i^io^ 
Godmn had a creative genius. His '* Noncius Inanimatus,** whrak 
cQotalBsDBstraiBtiofiito convey feerct iitfdUgeDCe^iaireQ^ scirce. Bt 
4J»d ih April, IW.Pf. 
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like a tnrother, thao an inferior officer ; and heaiii^ of 
my arrival, made me a visit, as I apprehended, wAy out 
of friendship, for nothing passed more than what is usoil 
after long absences. But repeating his vints ofien, ex- 
presdng his joy to find me in good healdi, addog 
•" irhether I were now settled for Bfe," adding *^ that be 
intended a voyage to the Eai^Iudies in two mondis;*' 
at last he plainly invited me, though with some apdo* 
giea, to foe surgeon of Uie ship; ** that I should have 
another sftrgeon under me, beside our two mates; that 
ogr salary riumld be double to the usual pay, and that 
having experienced my knowledge in seapafiBodrs^ to be 
at least equal to his, he would enter into any engagement 
to Mlow my advice, as much as if I had shared in the 
eommand.'* 

He said so many other obligipg things, and I knew 
him to be so honest a man, that I could not reject his pro- 
papal ; the Ihirst I had of seeing the world, notwithstand- 
ing my past misfortunes, continuing as violent as ever« 
The ody difficulty that remained, was to persuade 
my wifie, whose consent however I at last obtained, by 
Hie prospect of advantage she proposed to her children. 

We set out the 5th day of August, 1706, and arrived 

^ Fort St George the 1 1th of April, 1 707. We stayed 

ib^e three weeks to refresh our crew, many of whon) 

were side* From thence we went to Tonquio, where the 

captain resolved to continue some time, because many of 

the goods he intended to buy were not ready, not could 

be expect to be despatched in several months. There> 

fi«e, in hopes to defray some of the charges he must be 

a^ he bought a sloop, loaded it with several sorts aS 

goods, wherewith the Tonquinese usually trade to Uie 

laeighbouring islands^ and putting fourtieen men on board, 

irii^reof three were of i^ country, he appcMOted me 
M 3 . 
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master of the doc^ and gave me power to traffic^ irhilo^ 
ke transacted his affairs at TonquiD. 

We had not sailed above three days, when a great 
storm arisingy we were driven five days to the north- 
oorth-east, and then to the east: after whicli we bad 
feir weather, but still with a pretty strong gale from the 
west. Upon the tenth day we were chased by two pi-' 
rates, who soon overtook us; for my sloop was so deep 
laden, that she sailed very slow; neither were we in a 
condition to defend ourselves. 

We were boarded about the same time by both the pi- 
i'ate% who entered furiously at the head of their men ; 
but finding us all prostrate upon oUr faces, (for so I gave 
order) they pinioned us with strong ropes, and setting a 
guard upon us, went to search the sloop. 

I observed among them a Dutchman, who seemed to 
be of some authority, though he was not commander of 
either ship. He knew us by our countenances to be 
Englishmen, and jabberiog to us in his own langua^, 
i|wore we should be tied back to back and thrown into 
the sea. I spoke Dutch tolerably well ; I told him who 
we were, and begged him, in consideration of our being 
christians and protestants, of neighbouring countries in 
Strict alliance, that he would move the captains to take 
some pity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated his 
threatenings, and turning to his companions, spoke with 
great vehemence in the Japanese language, as I sujqpqee^ 
often usin^ the wcHrd christianos. 

The largest of the two pirate ships was commanded 
by a Japanese captain, who spoke a little Dutch, but ve* 
ty imperfectly. He came up to me, and after sevaral 
questions, which I answered in great humility, he said 
** we should not die." I made the captain a very low 
bow, and then, turning to the Dutchman, said, *' I was 
^rry to find more mercy in a heathen, than in a brother 
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dvjstian." Bat I liad soon reasmi to repent those 
/oolish words : for that malkious reprobate, haviog oftea 
endeavoured in yain to persuade both the captains that 
IniigM be thrown into the sea, (which th^^ would not 
^eld to 9hev the promise made me that I should not 
&e) however prevailed so far, as to have a punishment 
inflicted on me, worse in all human appearance than 
death itself. My men were sent hj 93^ ^ual divisioa 
into both the pirate ships, and my sloop new manned. 
As to myself it was determined that I should be set 
adrift, in a small canoe, with paddles and a sail, and 
km days provisions; which last, the Japanese captain 
was so kind to double out of lib own stores, and would 
penmtno man to search me. I got down into the canoe^ 
while the ^Dutchman, standing upon the deck, loaded me 
irith all the curses and injurious terms his language 
could afford. 

' About an hour before we saw the pirates, I hatl taken 
IB observation, and found we were in the latitude of 40 
K. and longitude of 1 83. When I was at some distance 
from the pitates, I discovered, by my pocket-glass, se- 
veral islands to the south-east. I set up my sail, the wind 
being fmr, with a design to reach the nearest of those 
Mauds, which I made a shift to do,, in about three hours* 
It was idl rocky, however I got many birds' eggs; and 
striking fire, I kindled some heath and dry sea-weed, bj 
iri^h I roasted my ^gs. I eat no other supper, being 
resolved to spare my provisions as much as I could. I 
passed the night under the sbeltar of a rock, strewkig 
some heath undar me, and dept pretty well 

The next day I sailed to another island, and thence 
io a third and fourth, sometimes using my sail, andsome^ 
times my paddles. But, not to trouble the reader with 
t particular acc<mnt of my distresses, let it suffice^ that 
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00 the 5th day I wiiTed at the last Maud hi 1117 mijbii 
whkh lay eoutb-soath-east to the ibniier. 

TfalslslaDd was at a greater diilaiicethaDi expected/ 
aad I did not reach it hi less than fiye hours. I eiicoBi«* 
passed it almost round, before I coidd find a cooTeoieBi 
place to laod Id; which was a smidl credit, ribout thre^ 
times the wideuess of my canoe. I found the island t» 
be all rocky, only a little intermingled with tufia of grass, 
and sweet-smelKog herfas. I ifxik out my small piovi* 
sioos, and after having refreshed myself I secured dieto» 
mainder in a cave, whereof there were great mmbers; I 
gathered plenty of eggs upon the rodEs^ and got a quan-^ 
tity <rf'dry aea-weed, and (mrdied grass, wUch I des^ned 
to kindle the next day, androast my eggs as wdl as I 
could ; for I had dMmt me my flint, st^ match, anA 
burning-glass. I lay all night in Uie cave wfa«re I had 
lodged my provisions. My bed was the same diy gras» 
^und sea-weed which I intended for few:e]. I dept very 
little, for the disquiets of my mind prevailed over m^ 
weariness, and kept me awake. I conndered how Ibk 
pog^le it was to preserve my life in so desolate a pbice^ 
uid bow miserable my end must be. Yet found myaetf 
so listless and desponding, that I had not the heart t» 
rise : and before I coidd get i^hits enough to creep out 
of my cave, the day was far advanced. I walked awhil^' 
among the crocks, the nkj was perfecUy dear, and the^ 
sun so hot, that I was fiH'ccd to tuni my face fitMii k*f 
when all on a sudden it l[)ecanie obscure, as I thotJ^[ht M. 
a manner veiy ditbrent from what happens by tfaein-^ 
t^rposition ot a cloud. I turned back, and percdving a 
vast opake body between me and the sun, moving fi»w 
ward toward the isbmd : it seemed to be about two mthrf 
l^gfa, and hid the sun mx or seven nunutei^ but I did oatL 
^bserve the air to be much colder, or the sky more 4aik*' 
eoed, than if I had stood imder the shade of a moiiat«ia» 
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Aji%«|9r«Klied never over the place vfaere I wag, it 
^ipeared to be a fina subitaoce, the bottom flat, gmooth^ 
^jid i^ioiiig very br%bt, from the reflection of the lea be- 
kwr. I stood upon a hei^t about two hundred yaida 
ftom the shore, and saw this rast body descending al- 
iBoat to a paraUel with me, at less than an Eqglkh mile 
AstMce* I took out mj podiet penpective, and coidd 
plainly discover Qumbers of peo[^ moTiog. up aivl dowu 
tllB sides of it, which appeared to be dofriog; but, wbitt 
ttflse pe<^te were doi^ I wasnot able to distinguish. 
. fb^ natural lore of life gave me some inward mptioii. 
id^ji and I was retdy to entertain a hope, that diia 
tdrentttze might, some way <nr otheiv help to ddiver 
nuefiom the desoli^ place and couditioo I was in* Bui 
tl ihe same time the reader can terdly concdre my 
astfioiBhiiient, to bdioid an idand in the air, inhdlMted; 
bf. pen, who were able (as it should seem) to rise or 
iriok, or^put it in pregressite motion, as tbfy pleased. 
Bat not b^ig at that Ume in a disposition to philoto*: 
|dbigEe.iipon tUe phenomenon, I rather chose to <rt)serre 
what coittse the island would ts^e, because it segued 
for a. while to stand stilL Yet soon after, it advanced 
iiearer» and I could see the sides of it epcompassed. 
witbseveral gradations of gallmes, and stairs, at certida 
ipfiervab^ to descend from one to the other. In the 
lovest gaHeiy^ I beheld some pe<^le fishing with I019 
«q|li^ rods, apd others loddng on. I waved my cap 
0hrmy bat was I(mg dnee worn out) and my handkeiw 
chief toward the island; and upon its nearer approach, 
I called and riiouted with die lamost strength of my 
voice; md then loo&ing drcumspectly, I bdield a crowd 
gather to that sidCi wUch was most in my view. I 
ftttodt by their pmntiog toward me and to each otber^ 
dial they plunly discovered me, although they made 
no retain to my sbouUng. But I could i»e|9ttr<nr five 
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neo numii^ in great haste, up the stairs, to the top df 
the tttftDd, who then disappeared. I happened rightly 
to coqecttire, that these were sent for orders, to some 
person in authority, upon this occasion. 

The Qombar of people increased, and in less flian 
balf an hour, the island was moved and raised m sudi' 
a BHaner, that the lowest gidlery appeared in a pandM 
of less than a hunchred yards distance from the lie%ht 
where I stood. I then put myself into the most suppU^ 
eating postures, and spoke in the humble accent, but 
veceiTfd no answer. Those who stood nearest oyer 
against me, seemed to be persons of distinction, as I sup- 
posed by their habit. They conferred earnestly widi 
each other, locking often upon me. At length one of 
them called out in a clear, polite, smooth dialect, not 
uiUike in sound to the Italian : and therefore rretnmed 
m answer in that language, hoping at least, that the 
cadence might be more agreeable to his ears; Although 
neither of us understood the other, yet my meanit^ was 
easily known, for the people saw the distress I was in. 

They made signs for me to come down from the rod^, 
and go toward the diere, which I accordingly did ; and 
the flying island being raised to a convenient height, 
die verge directly over me, a chain was let down from 
tte lowest galler>^ with a seat fastened to the bottom, tv 
wUdi I fixed myself and was drawn up by pulHes. 
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CHAPrf IL 

The humaia^ and disposiUons cf the Lapuliians d!^ 
scribed, Jn account qf their learning. Ofiheki^gf 
mdhisc4mrt. The mtthor's reeq^m there. The in* 
heikmk subject tofewr and dtaqmOudM. An ach 
eemU ^ Ae women. 

AT ID7 aJ^htin^, I was surrounded with a croPird of 
peo[^e, but those who stood, nearest, seemed to be of 
better quality. They beheld rae with all the niarbi and 
cirettmstaaees of wonder, neither indeed was I much in 
their debt; having never till then, seen a r»Be of mxap< 
ti^ so nngalar in their shapes, habits, and couoteoau* 
cesw Theur heads were all reclined, either to the right, 
or the left ; one of their eyes turned inward, and the 
other directly up to the zenith.^ Their outwurd gar- 
mente were adorned with the figures of siuib,^ jnooin^ 
and stars; interwoven with those of fiddles, flutes^, 
harps, trumpets, guitars, harpsicords, and many other 
iostraments of musk, unknown to us in Europe^ I obr 
si^rved, here and there, many in the habit of servants,^ 
with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of. 
a stick, which they carried in their hands. In eath 
bladder, was a small quantity of dry pease, or little, 
pebbles, as I wi^ afterwards infcmned. With these 
bladders, they now and then flapped the mouths and. 
ears of those who stood near them, of which practice I 
could not then conceive the meaning. It seems, the> 

♦ B7 this description the author intended to ridicule those who 
^&ste life in speculative sciences, the powers of whose minds are as 
^wrdly employed as the eyes of the Laputians, U. 
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Biiods of thete people «re so taken up with iot^aae ip^ 
cnlatioiw, that they oekber can qpeak, oor attend lo the 
discounes of others, vitbout beioii; roused by some mb^ 
temal tactioo, upon the ot;gads of speedi and hearing; 
for whidi reaMm, those persons who are able to affiiid U| 
lAwajs keep a flapper (the original is duncMk) in their 
fiBunlty, as one of thek domestics; nor ever w^ 
ahiroad, or make Tisits, without him. And the hi^n^ 
of this iMcet is, when two, three, oi' more.per80os are 
hi company, gently to strike with lAn bladder the aiouA 
of him who is to speiUc, and the right ear of him or 
diem to whom the speaker addresses himsell Tbii 
fl8)>per is likewise employed, dilig^itly ^to attend bh 
■Mster in Ins waUn, and upon occasion to give him a 
•oft flap on his eyes; because he is dways so wrapped 
lasp hi cof^ioD, that he is in manifest dang^ ci faUiof 
down every precif^ce, and bouncii^ his head agaiait: 
every post ; and in the streets of justHng^ othon^ iv Jbe^ 
ing ju^ed Mmself into the kernel* 

It was necessary to give jthe readi^ tbis infimnatioo^ 
without which, he would be at die same kes with me to 
uoderstand the proceedinp of these pe<qple, as th«y 
conducted me i^ the stabrs to the top of the Idand, and 
from tbeooe to the royal palace. While we were os- 
^vending, th^ fingot several tunes what thgr w^ie ahoo^ 
aad^ left me to myself till dieir memories were Jigid» 
lOttsed by their ihpp&tsi for they appeared ahflfatba 
wmoved by the sight of my fordgn habit and comH^ 
nance, and by ^ shouts of the vulgar, whose thou^ 
and minds were mere disengaged. 

Ailart we entered die palace, and |Hroceeded into thft 
Aan^MT <rf presence, where I saw die ku« seated.iMl 
%i» throne, attended on each side fay persons of prime 
^a%r. Before die throne, was a large table filled 
jrith ji^lobes and sj^ieres, and madiemadcal intrfm^fnti! 
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ofdiftia& 3BS8 majes^ to(d^ not the least Dodce of 
itt» sMknii^ our entraoce was not without snffieteol 
BoiBe, by the ceDdotme of afi peiWMia belofii^ to the 
omrt But he was then deep HI a proyen; andweat^ 
tended^ least an boter, before lie couUidveit. There 
stood* 1^ faiai, on ead^ side, a yoluig page with flaps in 
tfaehr luasdai add when they saw he was at lekure, ose 
of Ibeitt geotly struck his mouth, and the other 1^ il^ 
ear ; at which he startled like cue awakened on the 
sudden, and looking toward me and the company I was 
in, recollected the occasioo of our comlog, whereof he 
Imd been hifermed before. He sp(Ae some wosd^ 
wberenpon immediately a youfig man with a flap came 
up to my side, and fisfqped me geotfy on die right ear, 
bat I made signs, as well as I ceuk), that I had oo oc- 
casion for such an instrument ; whiefa, as I lAerward 
foaod, gaye his majesty, and the whde court, a very 
mean opinioii of-n^ tt ude i siaudi gg. The tfBf^ as far 
as I could GODJecture, tttked me several questions, and I 
ad^essed myself to him in all the languages I had. 
Wben it was ibund I ccmld neither understand nor bo 
oiMlerstood, I was conducted l^ hb ordor to m s^mitp 
mdQt in Ms palace, (this prince beliy distinguished 
siiove all his predecessors for his iMMpitality to strangers) 
wfaere-two servants were iqppoioted to attend me. My 
dfimer was broui^t, and four persons of quaKty, wh^ 
1 reteMmbered to have seen very near the Ub^s person^ 
4^'Bie the hcmour to dine with me. We had two 
iioflf g cs of three dishes each. In the first.course, there 
was a shoulder of nmtton cut into so equilateral itiao* 
Ijl^ a ^ieee of beef into a rbonaboides, and n pudding 
teto^ a cydrid. The second ooune^ was, two 4udt0 
t aus B o d up in the form <rf iddles ; sausages and pndding% 
Memblio^ flutes and hautboys, apd a breast of veal in 
due 1lmf% of a haip. The servants cut our hr^d iaio 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



184 GULMTER'S TRATELS; PART lit 

€OQes> cyMnders, fmMof^tzxoBy and several other iii» 
fhematk^ Allures. 

WfaUe ve were at ^Honer, I made tx>Id to ask^ 
names of serial thiols in tfaeir lai^age, a&d thoaei9* 
Ue persoos, by the asdstance <tf their flappers, ddigbted 
io give me answers, bq)mg to raise my admiraticn of 
their great abiHtks, if I could be brou^ to convene 
with them. I vras soon able tocall for bread and diiak, 
or wiiatever else I wanted. 

After dinner my company withdrew, and apoMB 
was sent to me by the king's order, attended by a flap»> 
per. He l»*ot^ht with him ^n, ink, and paper, aai 
tfaiee or foiu* books, giving me to understand hj siga% 
tim be was sent to teach me the language. We sat to< 
gether four hours, in irtiich time I "wrote down a gxeit 
immber oLwords in columns, with the tran^Hons i3af& 
i^sdnst them ; I UlGewise made a shift to learn senttd 
short sentences For my tutor would ord^ ^ne of stf 
servants to fetch something, to turn about, to make a foew, 
to fflt, or to stand, or iralk, •and the like. Then I to6k 
down the sentence in wntii^. He showed me also, is 
one of his books, the figures of the sun, moon, and stais, 
the zodiac, the tropics, and polar circles, tog^her wiA 
the denomiaations of many planes and solids. Hegavs 
roe the names and descriptions Of all the musical insink 
ments, and the general terms of art in playing on etdr 
of them. After he had left me, I placed all my wordb^ 
with their interpi'etations^ in alphabetical order. j^nA 
tes^ in a few days, by the help of a very faithfiil mo*' 
mory, I got some insight into their language. ' ■ n 

The word, which I interpret the flying or floating 
Mmd, is in the original Lapiita, whereof I could n^rtr 
learn the true etymology. Lap^ in the old obsolete fa»- 
guage, signifies high : and UfUah, a governcar ; (ran 
irtiich they say, by ccnmiption, was detived LapuU^ fitWn 
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itfimialL fiutr I ^ not appmre of tfaSn derivatioiii 
wfaidi seems to be a little strakied. I veotore to oflfev 
to&e learned araoog them a cotgecture of 1Q7 own, that 
Ii^ta was quasi lap aiOeds lap, signifyii^ properfyf 
&e danckig of the sun-beams in the sea, m&mtUd a 
wii^; wiikb, however, I diall not obtrude, but submk 
tia the judicious reader. 

'. Tfaoae to whom the king had iutruited me, obterriof 
how ill I was clad, <»rdered a tailor to come next mom* 
ia|^ and take measure for a suit dothes. This operator 
dii te office liter a diflerent maouer from those <^ biff 
^»de IB Europe. He first took my idtitude by a quad* 
ra^ aad then, with rule and compasses, desoribed the 
^nessbus and outlines of mj whde body, all which he 
entered upon papar; andinsixda7s,brou^ngrdbtfaei 
veiy ill made, and <inite out of shape, }yf happening 
to mistake a %ure in the calculation. But my comfort 
nw, ths^' I obsenred such accidents very fi^ucnt, and 
little regarded. 

During my confinement for want of clothes, and by 
an isA^KMition that held me some days loi^or, I madi> 
eidsiged my dictionary : and when I went next to courts 
was able to understand many things the king spoke, and 
to f«tum him soqk kind of answers. His majesty had 
given orders, Ihat the island should move north-east ahd 
bgr.fiast, to* the vertical pdnt ov^ Lagado, the m^trqio^ 
Ik'Of the whole kingdom below, upon the &m earth.- 
It was about ninety leagues distant, and our voyage 
laaled four days and a half. ( was not in the least sen- 
sVtkR of the -^progresnve motion made in the air by the 
i^and^ On the second- morning, about eleven o^clocky 
the king himself in person, attended by his oobiti^i 
coovtiera, and officers, having prepared all their musical 
iostraments, played on them for three hours wiAcmt in« 
termis^n, so thi^ I was quite stunned with the nois^; 
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■eiUttr ceidd I fmMf gam the mei^i^ liD fl^^rtfr 
tor iitfomed me. He said, «" that the people of ttlnr 
idaod.had their em adapted to bear the moi^QCfte 
tpheres, ivhich always pbyed at certda peiiodfl^ and 
die court was now prepstfed to heir their part, m«hit« 
ever iDstnimeiit they most escelied*'' *" > 

In oar jouroey towards Lagado, the capital cityv^ 
wjesty ordered thai the island should stop oirer cet^ 
towns and rg^BtgOB^ from whence he m^fat nscei(feriAe 
pedtions of his sufcgects. And to this purposevS^fttal 
packthreads were let down, wkh small wd^ts alike 
fcoltom. On these padHhrea^ the people ^mng ther 
petitioDSy wUdi mounted up directly, like the aaHpijof 
fMiper fastened hy edhotMxjB at the end of the '^tanog 
that holds thdr kite. Sometimes we received whMrsnd 
victuals bom below, which were drawn op by poffiefc 

The knowledge I had in mathematics, gave mepctt 
assistance in acquir^ thehr phraseology, wMtli.ie> 
peoded much upon that science, and music; and iotAe 
latter I wasnot undulled. Their ideas are perpetadlf 
conversant in l^es ai^ figures. If they woald, far ex- 
suBpie^ praise thebeauty ofa woman, or any other aaiit 
llicy describe it by rhondte, circles, paralfetegittmsreifip- 
aes, and other geom^rical terms, or by words ol^ui 
drawn from muac, needless here to repeat I ohsopiiBd 
in the king's kildien aH sorts of mathemadcal Jt&d'.iMi* 
rical instruments, afiter the ^ures c^ which, theg^cntup 
Ae joints that were served to bis majesty's tsMci^ ^'^* 
. Their houses are very ill built, the walla bevil, with- 
out one right angle in any apartment; and thi&jdcfwt 
arises from Che contempt they bear to practical geomeliTi 
which they ^tespise as vulgar and mechanic fdm^ia- 
structions they give beiqg too refined* for theisteiocts 
of their workmen, whidi occasbos perpetual mbitakes. 
And^th<^ tbej are dexterous eodii|^uiM» » yiMe of 
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^sper, ia the aMoageffleiit of the rule, the peadl, and th^ 
liMdeaty yet ki the commoo aetioDs and behayiour of life, 
Ihave fiot seen a more chtm^T) awkwaid, aad unbaDdy 
people, DOT 80 d(Hr aad perplexed id their conceptions 
Vfva an other subjects, except those of mathematics and 
Mislc. They are very bad reasoners, and Tehementlj 
^Fe& taoppositioti, onlesB when they happen to be of the 
ii|^ o^i^, which is seldom their case. Imagination, 
ftoey, ttid invention, th^ are wholly strangers to, nor 
hm any woids in their language, by which those ideas 
^KUi^be esqpressed ; the whole compass of their thoughts 
:9mA mind being rimt up within ^ two forementioned 
8eieBoe& 

''- Most of them, and especially those who deal hi the 
ttttrobomical part, hare great foidi hi judicial astrology, 
Mm^ they are aidlamed to own it publkly. But 
-wAal I diiefy admired, and thou^t altogether unac- 
coiftilsUe, was the strong dispoidtion I observed in them 
iowud news and politks, perpetually inquiring into 
poiMSc afiaira, living their judgments in matters of state, 
and pasdonateiy disputing every inch of a party opi* 
I have ind^ observed the same disposition, 

[ most of the mathematidaos I have known in Eu- 
rope, although I could never discover the least analogy 
.te^feen the two sciences; unless those people suppose^ 
.4at because the smallest circle has as many degrees as 
Jkft faogest, therefore the regulation and management of 
<be wortd require no more abilities, than the han^ig 
isd ton^ of a globe : but I rather take this quality to 
iripAog fiom a very common infirmity of human nature, 
[ us to be most curious and conceited, in matters 

; we have least concern, and for which we are least 
•dftpted by study or nature, 
i These peqile are under continual disquietudes, never 
aBjjofing a minuted peace of miad; and their dlpturbaft- 
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068 proceed frool cauaes whkh very little aflbct th^ 
rest of mortals. Their appreh^isioos arise from.^ 
veral changes Ibey dread ia the celestial bodies, for 
Instance, that the earth, by the coatinuU approaches «f 
' the sun toward it, must, in course of time, be absorbed, 
or swallowed up. That the face of the sun will, by de- 
grees, be encrusted with its own effluvia, and give no 
more light 16 the world. That the eaith very narrowly 
escaped a brush from the tail of the last comet, whidi 
would have infiAllibly reduced it to ashes ;. and that te 
next, whidi they have calculated for one-and-thirt; 
years hence, will probably destroy us. For, if in i(8 
perihelion, it should approach within a certain d^ree of 
the sun, (as by their calculations they have reason to 
dread) it will receiye a degree of heat ten thoosaod 
times more intense than that of red hot glowing iroo; 
and, in its absence from the son, carry a blazii^ tail 
ten hundred thousand and fourteen miles long; throu^ 
which if the eaith diould pass at the distance of one 
hundred thousand miles from the nucleus, or maia body 
of the comet, it must in its passage be set on fire, and re* 
duced to ashes. That the^suo, daily spending its nys 
without any nutriment to supply them, will at last be 
wholly consumed and annihilated ; which must be att 
tended with the destruction of thb earth, and of all the 
planets that receive thehr light from it* 

* They are so perpetually alarmed with the appreheih 
aions of these, and the like impending dangers, that tbef 
can neither sleep quietly in their beds, nor have a&ji; 
relish for the common pleasures and amusements of life^ 
When they meet an acquaintance in the momiog; tbe 
first question is about the sun's health, liow he lookel 

*AU these were suppositions ot^rsoni emiti«pt in their Umrfor 
mathci6»tical knowledge. H. 
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$i bk settii^ wai ririog, and what hopes they hare to 
AToid dte stroke of the approadung comet. This con- 
•Teirsatira they are apt to jnin into with the same temper 
that boys d^Dover, in ^eHghtiog to hear terrible stmes 
of spirits -and hobgoblins, which they greedily listen to, 
and dare not go to bed for fear. 

The women of the island have abundance of viva- 
.<jty ; they contemn their husbands, and are eicceedingly 
fond of strangers ; whereof there is always a considera- 
|>le nuDd)er fiom the continent bdow attending at court, 
lifter upon affairs of the several towns and corpovatioRs, 
.or thdr-own. particular occasions, but are much des- 
j^sed^ because they want the same endowments. Among 
.these, the ladks choose tlKir gallants : but Ihe vexation 
is, that they act with too much ease and security ; for 
the husltfuid is always so wrapt in speculation, that the 
itiiBtress and lover may proceed to the greatest familiari- 
ties he&ne bk face, if he be but provided with paper 
.and implements, and without bis flapper at Im side. 

The wives and dai^iters lament their confinement to 
4be idand, aHhough I think it the most delidous spot of 
groosd in fine world ; and although they live here in the 
^greatest plenty and magnificence, and are allowed to do 
:whatever they please, they long to see the world, and 
take the diversions of the metropolis, which they are not 
allowed to do without a particular license from the king ; 
and this is not easy to be obtained, because the people 
of quality have found, by frequent experience, how 
bard it is to persuade their women to return from below. 
I was told, that a great court lady, who had several 
children, is married to the prime minister, the richest 
gabject in the kingdom, a very graceful person, ex- 
tremely fond of her, and Kves in the finest palace of the 
island, went down to Lagado<m the pretence of health, 
there hid herself for several months, till the king sent s^ 
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varraot to search for her ; and she was fornid ifi ao ol> 
scure eating-house all in rags, having pawned her clothes 
to maintain an old deformed footman, who beat bet 
every day, and in whose company she was t^en, much 
against her will. And although her husband. received 
her with all possible kindness, and without the leaftl re- 
proach, she soon after contrived to steal down agaki, 
with all her jewels, to the same gallant, and has not been 
beard of since. 

This may perhaps pass with the reader rather for a 
European or English story, than for one of a countoys^ 
remote. But he may please to consider that ^e«it* 
prices of womenkiod are not limited by any climate ot 
nation, and that they are much mcnre uniform thsffii can' 
be easily imagined. 

In about a month's time, I had made a tolaraUe pick 
ficiency in their language, and was able to answer most 
of the king's questions, whe^ I had the honour to |it(eod 
him. His majesty discovered not the least curiosity to 
inquire into the laws, government, history, reUgion, or 
manners of the countries where I had been; but con- 
fined his questions to the state of mathematics, and Te> 
ceived the account I gave him with great contempt and 
indifference, though often roused by bis flapper oft 
each side. 
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CHAP. III. 

^ fkenmnemn soloed Jy modem phU&sqfhy and astro- 
nmH^ The Laputians^ great improvements in the 
UUer. The hmg*s method of svppressing inswrreC" 

! 

I Desibed leave of this prince to see the curiosities 
<^ the isUnd, ivMch he uras graciously pleased to grant, 
and ordared my tutor to attend me. I chiefl/ wanted 
tofaiow, to what cause in art or in nature it owed its 
several motions, whereof I will now ^ve a philosophical 
account to the reader. ^ 

The fljiog or fik)ating island is exactly circular, its 
diameter 7B37 yards, or about four miles and a half, 
and consequently contains ten thousand acres. It is 
three hundred yards thick. The bottom, or under sur- 
face, which appears to those who view it below, is one 
6ven regular plate of adamant, shooting up to the heiglit 
of about two hundred yards. Above it lie the several 
nuirarals ki their usual order, and over all is a coat of 
rkb mouU, ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of 
the upper surface, from the chtuimference to the centre, 
is the natural cause why all the dews and rains, which 
fril upon the island, are conveyed in small rivulets to- 
ward the middle, where they are emptied into four lai^e 
basins, each of about half a mile in circuit, and two 
hundred yards distant from the centre. From these 
basins the water is continually exhaled by the sun in 
the day-time, which effectually prevents their overflow- 
ing. Besides, as it is in the power of the monarch to 
raise tbe island above the region of clouds and vapours^ 
he cau prevent the f41iDg of dews and rain whenevf^ 
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he pleases* For the highest clouds cannot raise abore 
two miiesy as naturalists agree | at least ibej w^ neyer 
known to do so in that country. "** -H 

At the centre of the island there is a chasm about 
Jftj yards in dinnieter, whence the astroDOOBersdeseeod 
ii^ a laige dome, whidi is tha:efere called fltmimi 
gagnole^ or the astronomer's cave, situated at Uie depth 
of a hundred yards beneath the upper surface of the 
adamant In this cave are twenty lamps continoalfy 
iHiming, whidH from the reflection of the adamanty cast 
a strong light kto every part The place isatoved wMk 
^at variety of sextants, cpiadrants, telescopes, 4uiii^ 
labes, and other astronomical instruments. But Ae 
greater curiosity; upon which the fate of the island de* 
pends, is a loadstone of a prodigious aze, iq shape re- 
serobHog a weaver's shuttle. It is in length m yardfl» 
and in the tUckest part at least three yards over. This 
magnet is sustained by a very strong axle of adamant 
passing through its middle, upon whioh it plays, and is 
poised so exactly, that the weakest band can turn it It 
is hooped round with a hollow cylinder of adamant, fair 
feet deep, aa many thick, and twelve yards in diaaaeter, 
placed h(»rizontally, and supported by eight adanrantiQe 
feet, each six yards high. In the middle of the con- 
cave side, there is a groove twelve inches deqs ia 
which the extremities of the axle are lo(%ed» wad turned 
round as there is occasion. 

Hie stone cannot be moved &om its place by mf 
force, because the hoop and its feet are one continSDA 
inece with that body oi adamant, which constitutes te 
bottom of the island. 

By means of this loadstone, the island is made to 
and fall, and move from one place to another. For, 
irespect to that part of the earth aver which the 
presides, the utoue is endued at one of its sides wi^ 
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atttnedre power, and ftt the other with a repoMvc 
TJpoa placiag the magnet erects widi its attracting end 
toward the earA, the island descends; bat when the 
icpdiing extremity points downwards, the iidand mounts 
Arectfy^ opwards. When the position of the stone h 
oblique, the motion of the island is so too : for, in this 
magnet, the forces always act iu lines parallel to ita 
directKXu 

Bj this oUique motion, the island is conveyed to dif- 
ferent, parts of the monarch's dominions. To explain 
the manner of its pn^ess, let ^ B represent a line 
drawn cross the dominions of Balnibarbi, let the line c d 
tepiescQi tte loadstone, of which let if be the repelling 
end, and e the attracdng end, the island being over C : 
let the stone be pkeed in position c d, with its repdlidg 
end downwards ; then the island will be driven upwards 
oUiqitdy towards IX When it is arrived at A let the 
stone be turned upon its axle, tiU its attracting end 
pointa towards JEr, aqd then the island will be carried ob* 
liqueljr towards E ,* where, if the stone be again turned 
iqpoB its axle till it stands in the position E F, with its 
repelling p<^t downwards, the idand will rise obliquely 
toward F, where, by directing the attracting end to* 
wmrda G, the island may be carried to O, and from G to 
H by tumii^ the stone, so as to make its repelling ex« 
tremi^ point, dkectly downward. And dius, by chang* 
ing the situation of Ihe stoae, ftv^Dten as there is occa- 
«on, the islaiKi is made to rise and Ml by turns, in an 
oblic^e direction, and by those alternate risings and fall- 
lags (the obliquity being not considerable) is conveyed 
from one part of the dominions to the other. 

Bot it must be observed, that this island cannot move 
beyond ike extent of the dominions below, nor can it 
riae above the he%fat ci four miles. For which the as- 
iiiocMMaeia (who have written large' systems concerning 
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tbe stoae) assign the followibg reasoe : tbat Ae magi)^ 
Tirlue does not extend bejond the distance of four Mies, 
and that the mineral, which acts upon the stone in tbe 
bowels of the earth, and in the sea about six leli^Bes 
distant from the shore, is not diffused through the wtoie 
globe, but terminated with the limits of the king's do- 
minions, and it was easy, from the great advantage x)f 
such a superior situation, for a prince to bring under hb 
obedience whateyer country lay within the attracttoa 
•f that magnet 

When the stone is put parallel to ^e plane of the 
horizon, the island stands still ; for in that case the ex- 
tremities of it, being at equal distance from the ear b, 
act with equal fcnrce, the one in drawing downwai^ 
the other in pushing upwards, and consequently no foth 
lion can ensue. * 

This loadstone is under the care of certain astroioo' 
mers, who, from time to time, give it such positions as 
the monarch dii^ects. They spend the greatest part of 
their Hves in observing the celestial bodies, which diey 
do by the assistance of glass^ far excelling our's in 
goodness. For, although their largest telescopes db not 
exceed three feet, they magnify much more than those 
of a hiiudi-ed with us, and show the stars with greater 
clearness. This advantage has enabled them to extend 
their discoveries much farther than our astronomans in 
Europe ; for. they have made a catalogue of ten tboo- 
sand fixed stars, whereas the largest of ours do not Con- 
tain above one third part of that number. They have 
likewise discovered two lesser stars, or satellites, ^v^kh 
revolve about Mars; whereof the innermost id dfat&nt 
from tbe centre of the primary planet exactly (hwW of 
his diameters, and the outermost five; dieCnnti^Te- 
Yolves in the space of ten hours, and the latter in tdredty- 
pne and a half; so that the squares of thdr periodical 
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times are yeT7 near in the same proportion with the 
aibes of their distance from the centre of Mars ; which 
evidently shows them to be governed by the same 
^w of gi-avitation that influences the other heavenly 
bddies. 

, They have observed ninety-three diflferent comets, 
imd settled their periods with great exactness. If this 
be true (and they affirm it with great confidence) it is 
inui:h to be wished that their observations were made 
public, whereby the theory of comets, which at present 
^ very lame and defective, might be brought to the same 
perfection with other parts of astronomy. 

The king would be the most absolute prince in the 
upiverse, if he could but prevail on a ministry to join 
with him ; but these having their estates below on the 
continent, and considering that the office of a favourite 
Jias a very uncertain teniure, would never consent to the 
enslaving of their country. 

. If any town should engage in rebellion or mutiny, 
laB into violent factions, or refuse to pay the usual tri- 
Imte, the king has two methods of reducing them to 
obedience. The first, and the mildest course is, by 
keeping the island hovering over such a town, and the 
lands about it, whereby he can deprive them of the be- 

. Befit of the sun and the rain, and consequently afflict 
^ inhabitants with dearth and diseases. And if the 
crime deserve it, they are at the same time pelted from 
above with great stones, against which they have no de- 
fi^pce but by creeping into cellars or caves, while the 

* l^oofs of their houses are beaten to pieces. But if they 
still coptinue obstinate, or offer to raise insurrections, he 

•. prbceeds to the last remedy, by letting the island drop 

^ directly upon their heads, which makes an universal 
d^truction both of houses and men. However, this is 
an extremity to which the prince is seldom driven, 
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4)eitlier iodeed is he wiUing to put it in execution ; nor 
ifkre bis ministers advise j^m to an action, -which, m it 
would render them odious to the people, so it would be 
a great damage to (heir own estates, which lie aU below ; 
for the island is the king's demesne. 

But there is still indeed a more weighty reason, 
why the kings of this country have been always wrene 
from executing so terrible an action, unless upon the ut* 
most necessity. For, if the town intended to be destroy- 
ed, should have in it any tall rocks, as it generally feOa 
out in the larger cities, a situation probably chosen at 
first with a view to prevent such a catastrophe $ or if it 
abound in high spires, or pillars of stone, a sudden faU 
Bi%ht endanger the bottom or under surface of the islfliid^ 
which, although it consist, as I have said, of one en^ft 
•dMMSt two hundred yards thick, might happen td 
creek by toegreat a shock, or bmrst by app»>ach^ too 
near the fires from the houses below^ as the backs bedl 
of iron and stone will often do la our cUmnies. Of all 
thituthe people are well apprised, and imderstand haw- 
far to carry thehr obstinacy, where their liberty or prfr* 
petty is concerned. And the king, when he is highest 
provoked, and most determined to press a dty to rob^ 
bish, orders the island to descend with great gentl^iess 
out of a pretence of tenderness to his people; but %i- 
deed for fear of breaking the adamantine bottom, : la 
which case, it is the opinion of all their philosopbehi, 
that the loadstone could no longer hold it Up, and '^be 
whole mass would fall to the ground. 

By a fundamental law <^ this realm, ndther the kiiig, 
nor either of his two eldest sons, ar« permitted lb leave 
the isliand, nor the queen, till she is past child^beariogl 
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CHAP. rr. 

7%« ostftor lemjes Laputa, i$ conveyed to Balmbarbi^ 

s arrives at the fnetropoKs. A descr^tian ef ike me* 

tropcUsy and the catmtry adjoining. The cadkar hos^ 

fkahhf received by a great lord. Hh conversation 

wUk ^uxt lord. 

AiiTkouctH I cannot say that I was ill treated is 
ibis island, yet I must confess I thought myself too 
much neglected, not without some degree of contempt 
Fer neither prince nor people, appeared to be curious 
in any pmrt of knowledge, except mathematics and mu- 
«e, wherein I was far their inferico*, and upon that ac- 
count very little r^arded. 

On the other side, alter having seen all the curiosities 
(^ the island, I was very desirous to leave it, being 
heaitily weary of those people. They were indeed ex* 
oellem in two sciences, for which I have great esteem, 
md whereki I am not unversed ; but, at the same time, 
so abstracted ^nd involved in speculation, that I never 
met wi^ such dfeagreeable companions. L ctmversed 
only with women, tradeflneo, flappers, and court-pages, 
during two months <^ my abode there; by which at 
last I rendared myself extremely contemptible; yet 
these were the only people from whom I could ever re* 
c^e a reasonable answer. 

I bad obtuned, by hard study, a good degree of 
knowledge in their language : I was weaiy of being 
confined to an island, where I received so little counte- 
nance, and resolved to leave h with the first opporttt^* 
Dity, 
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There was a great lord at court, nearly related to (he 
king, and for that reason alooe, used with respect. Ik 
was uoiversallj reckoned the most ignorant and stu^ 
person among them. He had performed many eminoit 
sendees f(ur the crown, had great natural and acqinred 
parts, adorned with integrity and honour ; but so ill sb 
ear for music, that his detractosrs reported, ^^ he bad 
been often known to beat time in the wrong place f 
neither could his tutors, without extreme difficulty, 
teach him to demonstrate the most easy propositioo ia 
the mathematics. He was pleased to show me mai^ 
marks of favour, often did me the honour of a visit, de* 
sired to be informed in tlie affaii*s of Europe, the laws 
and customs, the manners and leamiog of the several 
countries, where I had travelled. He Ibtened to me 
with great attention, and made very wise observations 
on all I spoke. He had two flappers attending him for 
state, but never made use of them, except at court and 
in visits of ceremony ; and would always cmnraaud 
them to withdraw, when we were alone together. 

I' entreated this illustrious person, to intercede in my 
behalf with his majesty, for leave to depart ; which be 
accordingly did, as he was pleased to tell me, wkh re> 
gret : for indeed he had made me several otlm very 
advantageous, which however I refused, with expre^* 
^ions of the behest acknowledgment « 

On the 16th of February I took leave of his maje^tf^f 
and the couit. The king made me a present lo the 
value of about two hundred pounds English, and nqr 
protectee:, his kinsman, as much more ; together with t 
letter of recommendation to a friend of his in Lagado, 
the metropolis : the island being then hovering over a 
mountain about two miles from it, I was let down froK 
the lowest gallery, in the same loaoner as I bad be^ 
taken up. 
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^be coBtkient, as far as it is siiAject to the monarch 
<rf the Afiog Mand, passes uoder the general name of 
Balnibarln ; and the metropolis, as T said before, is 
Dalled Lagado. I felt some little satisfaction in filing 
mjself 00 fiitu ground. I walked to the city without 
any concern, being clad like one of the natives, and 
sufficiently instructed tp converse with them* I soon 
found out the person's house to whom I was recommend- 
ed, presented my letter from his friend the grandee in the 
islaod, and was received with much kindness. This 
great lord, whose name was Munodi, ordered me an 
apartment in his own house, where I continued during 
^y stay, and was entertained in a most hospitable ,ma]> 
«er. 

The nesct morning after my arrival, he took me in his 
chariot to pee Uie town, which is about half the bigness 
of London ; but the houses very strangely built, and 
iQost of them out of repair. The people in the streets 
walked fast, looked wild, their eyes fixed, and were 
generally in rags. We passed through one of the town 
gales, and went about three miles into the country, 
where I saw many labourers working with several sorts 
of tocds iu the ground, but was not able to conjecture 
what they were about; neither did I observe any ex- 
pectation either of com <»r grass, although the soil ap- 
peared to be excellent. I could not forbear admiring 
1^ these odd appearances, both in town and country ; 
and I made bold to desire my conductor, that he would 
be {^ased to explain to me what could be meant by so 
many busy heads, hands, and faces, both in the streets 
andlfae fields, because I did not discover any good ef- 
fects they produced ; but^ on the contrary, I never 
Jknew a soil so unhappily cultivated, houses so ill con- 
jUived and so ruinous, or a people, whose countenances 
and habit expressed so mudi misery and want. 
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TUi ImcA MuQCNtt was a penoB of the fint wAi 
and had be^ some yoara go^^eraor of Lagttdo ; but 
by a cabal of ntf nisters, was discharged for insufllcieBif . 
However, the king treated him with^ tendenieGs as a 
well-meaniBg man, but of a low contemptible under- 
standing. 

When I gaye that free censure of the countrj anditr 
inhd^Hants, he made no forther answer, thaa bf lellii^ 
me, *^ that I had net been long enough among them to* 
form a judgment: and that the different nations olthe ' 
world had different euBtoras;" with oth^ common to- 
pics to the same pinrpose. But, when we returned tohis 
pidaee, he asked me *" how I Uked the buSding, what 
alisurdities I observed, and what quarrel I had with <die 
dress or looks of bis doriiestics." This he mi^t safdi^ 
do; because everjr thing about him was raagnifioentt re- 
gular, and polite. I answered, ^* that hk ezcrilen^^a 
fHTodence, quality, and fortune, bad exempted him from 
those defects, which folly and be^;ar7 had pioduced in 
others.'* Hesaid,«*ifl would go with 1dm to Us coun^ 
UyJiousei about twenty miles distant, where hb estate 
lay, there would be more leismre for tUs kind of eaar&* 
sation. I told his exceUency, ^' that I was enlB^ at 
bis disposal;" and accoriSngly we set out next moriE^. 

During our journey, he made me observe the se^^eral 
methods used by fa^Bars in managii^ their land^ 
which to me were wholly unaccountable; for, except m 
some very few places, I could not discover one ear of 
com, or blade of grass. But, in tluree hours travdliBg^ 
the scene was wholly altered ; we came into a most beau* 
tiful country : farmers houses, at small <&tascesi m^itij 
Iniilt, the fiekb enclosed, containing vineyards, corn- 
grounds, and meadows.. I^either do I remember to hiVit 
seen a more del^htful ]N*ospecL Hk eaceidlency 'ob* 
served my countenance to tiatritp; be t<dd. me with a 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, &c 197 

. i^^ ^ that there his estate began, and would contiDUQ- 
the same^ till we should come to his house. That^is 
CdUBtrjmeQ ridiculed and despised him, for maoaging 
hk aifkirs no better, and for setting so ill an example to 
the kiogdcmi; which, however, was followed by very- 
few^ such as were old, and wilful, and weak like him- 
selfe" 

We came at k^gth to the house, which was indeed a 
noble stmetttre, built according to the best rules of an- 
deot ardiitecture. The fountains, gardens, walks, 
avemies, and groves, were all disposed with exact judg- 
ment and taste. I gave due praises to every thing I 
«aw, whereof his excellency took not the least notice till 
: after supper; when, there being no third companion, he 
told me with a v^ melancholy air, ^ that he doubted 
he must throw down his houses in town and country, to 
rebuild them after the present mode; destroy all his 
plantations, and cast others into such a form as modem 
mage required, and give the same directions to all bis 
tenants, tknless he would submit to incur the censure of 
ptide^ singularity, affectation, ignorance, caprice, and 
perhaps increase hb majesty's dbpleasure. That the 
admiration I appeared to be under would cease or di- 
mmish, when he had informed me of some particularst 
trhieh probably I never heard of at court; tlie people 
tiiere being too much tidcen up in their own speculations, 
td have regard to wkat passed here below." 

The sum of his discourse was to this effect : *^ that 
^ilMitt forty years ago, certain persons went up to Lapu- 
ta^ ddier upon business or diversion, and after five 
-vBiODthB conAuiance, came back with a very little smat- . 
tering^ In mathematics, but Ml of volatile spirits, acquir- 
' ed in that airy region. That these persons, upon their 
return, began to dislike the management of every thing 
4below^ and fell into s<^«me8 of putting iJl arts, 8cienc<e8» 
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languages* aod mechanics, up<m a new foot To this 
end, they procured a royal patent, for erecting an acade- 
my of projectors in Lagado; and the humour prevaikd 
80 strongly among the people, that there is not a town 
of any consequence in the kingdom, without such ao 
academy. In these colleges, the professors contrive 
new rules imd methods of agriculture and building, and 
new instruments and tools for all trades and manufac* 
lures ; whereby, as they undertake, one man shall da 
the work of ten ; a palace may be built in a week, of 
materials so durable, as to last for ever without repahr* 
iag. All the fruits of the earth shall come to maturity, 
at whatever season we think fit to choose, and increase 
a hundred fold more than they do at present; with in* 
numerable other happy proposals. The only inconve- 
nience is, that none of these projects are yet brought to 
perfection; and In the mean time, the whole country 
lies miserably waste, the houses in ruins, and the people 
without food or clothes. By all which, instead of be- 
ing discouraged, they are fifty times more violently bent 
upon prosecuting their schemes, driven equally on by 
hope and despair; that as for himself, being not of an 
enterprising spirit, he was content to go on in the dd 
forms, to live in the houses his ancestors had built, and 
act as they did^ in every part of life, without innovation. 
That some few other persons of quality, and gentry, had 
done the same, but were looked on with an eye of con- 
tempt and ill-will, as enemies to art, ignorant, and IB 
commonwealth's men, preferring their own ease and 
gloth, before the general improvement of their country." 
His lordship added, " that he would not, by any far- 
thei" particulars, prevent the pleasure I should certainly " 
take, in viewing the grand academy, whither he was re- 
solved I should go." He only desired me to observe a 
ruined building, upon the side of a mountain about three 
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mUes distant, of which he gave me this account : *^ That 
he had a veiy convenient null within half a mile of his 
bouse, turned by a current from a large river, and suffir 
cient for his own family, as well as a great number of 
his tenants. That about seven years ago, a club of those 
pngectors came to him with prpposaJs to destroy this 
mill, and build another on the side of that mountain, on 
the long ridge whereof^ a long canal must be cut, for a 
repository of water, to be conveyed up by pipes and en- 
gines to supply the mill : because the wind and air upon 
a bieighth agitated the water, and thereby made it fitter 
for motion: and because the water, descending down a 
declivity, would turn the mill with half the current of a 
r^Fer, whose course is more upon a leveL" He said, 
** that being then not very well with the court, and 
pressed by many of his friends, he complied with the , 
proposal ; and after employing a hundred men for two 
years, the work miscarried, the projectors went off, lay- 
ing the blame entirely upon him, railing at him ever 
since, and putting others upon the same experiment, with 
equal assurance of success, as well as equal disappointr 
ment." 

In a few days we came back to town, and his excel- 
lency, considering the bad character he had in the aca- 
demy, would not go with me himself, but recommended 
me to a friend of his, to bear me company thither. My 
lord was pleased to represent me as a great admirer of 
projects, and a person of much curiosity, and eas}' be- 
lief; which, indeed, was not without truth; for I had 
myself been a sort of projector in my younger days. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



290 GULLIVER'S TRAVElfi: PART IIL 



CHAP. Y. 

The mOwr permitted toseeHU grand Aeedemf «f La* 
gado. Tlu Atudany ^g^ descrSfed Th$ ait» 
wherein fftf prrfessers empley ihemsekes. 

This academy is not an entire single buiMiog; but 
m continuation of several houses on both sides of a 
street, wbicb, growii^ waste, was purchased and applied 
to that use. 

I was received very kindly by the warden, and went 
for many days to the academy. Every room has in it 
one ot f(m€ (tttQectors ; and I believe I could not be ia 
fewer than five hundred rooms. 

The first man I saw was of a meagre aspect, with 
sooty hands and face, his hair and beard long, ragged, 
and singed in several places. His clothes, sUrt, and 
skin, were all of the same colour. He had been eight 
years upon a [project for extracting sun4)eams out of 
cucumbers, which were to be put in vials hermeticrily 
sealed, and let out to warm the air, in raw inclement 
summers. He told me, he did not do«dbt, that in^i^t 
years more, he should be able to supply the govemor^s 
gardens with sunshine, at a reasonaUe rate; but he 
complained that his stock was low, and entreated me 
^ to give him somethii^ as an encoinragement to inge- 
nuity, especially since this had been a very dear season 
for cucumbers.*' I made him a small present, for nay 
k>rd had furnished me with money on purpose, because 
he knew tbeir practice of begging firom all who go to 
see them. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO LAPtJTA, Sx. 201 

I vest into another chamber, but was ready ta hasten 
back, being almost overcome with a horrible stiok. My 
couductOT pressed me forward, coDJuriog me in a whis- 
per, " to pve no ofl^Dce, whidi would be h%hl7 resent- 
ed," and therefore I durst not so much as stop my nose^ 
The prajectcnr oi this cell was the most ancient student of 
the academy ; hi$ face and beard were of a pale yellow ; 
ina hands and clothes daubed oyer with filth* When I 
was presented to him, he gave me a close embrace ; m 
com{^iffieot I coid^d well have excused. His employ* 
ment, from his first coming into the academy, was an 
operation to reduce human excrement to its original 
food, by separating the several parts, ranoving the tine* 
tore which it receives fi^em the gall, making the ordure 
' exhale, and scumming off the saliva. He had a wedc« 
ly allowaace, from the society, of a vessd filled with 
kmmn ordure, dbout the l^gness of a Bristol barrel. 

I saw aooth^ at woA to calcine ice into gunpowder ; 
who likewise showed me a treatise he bad written con* 
ceming the malleidbiiity of fire, which he intended to 
publish. 

There was a most ingenious architect, who had con* 
trived a new method for buildMig houses, by begiiming 
at die roof, and working downwsffd to the foundation ; 
which he justified to .me, by the like practice of those 
i^o prudent insects, the bee and the spider. 

There was a man bom blind, who had several ap- 
prentices in his own condition : their employment was 
to mix colours for painters, which their master taught 
them to distinguish, by feeling and smelling. It was in- 
deed my misfortune to find them at that time not very 
perfect ia their lessons, and the professor himself hap- 
pened to be generally mistaken. This artist is much 
encouraged and esteemed by the whole fraternity. 
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In another apartment, I was higblj pleased vihk a 
projector who had fouod a device of plowing the grouod 
with hogs, to save the charges of ploughs, cattle, . uad 
labour. The method is this : in an acre of ground you 
Ibury, at sLs inches distance and eight deep, a quantity 
of acorns, dates, cbesnuts, and other mast or v^etabks, 
whereof these animals are fondest ; then jou drive six 
hundred or more of tbem into the field, where, in a few 
days, they will root up the whole ground in search of 
Ibeir feed, and make it fit for sowing, at the same time 
manuring it with their dung ; it is true, upon experi- 
ment, they AHind the charge and trouble very gi^eat, 
and they bad little or no crop. However, it is not 
doubted, that this invention may be datable of great 
improvement. 

I went into another room, where the walls and ceiling 
were all hung round with cobwebs, except a narrow 
passage for the artist to go in and out. At my entrance, 
he called aloud to me " not to disturb his webs." He 
lamented ^ tbe fatal mistake the world had been so 
long in, of using silk-worms, while we had such plenty 
of domestic insects, who infinitely excelled the former, 
because they understood how to weave, as well as spin.'* 
And lie proposed farther, " that by employing spiders, 
the charge of dying silks should be wholly saved ;'* 
wfereof I was fully convinced, when he showed me a 
vast number of flies most beautifully coloured, where- 
with be fed his spiders, assuring us " that the webs 
would take a tincture from them ; and as he had them 
pf all hues, he hoped to fit every body's fancy, as soon 
as he could find pioper food for the flies, of certain gums, 
oils, and other glutinous matter, to give a strength and 
consistence to the threads." 

There was an astronomer, who bad undertaken to 
place a sun-dial upon the great weather-cock on the 
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town-bouse, by adjusting the annual and diurnal motions 
of the e^h and sun, so as to answer and coincide with 
all accidental turnings of the wind. 

I was complaining of a small fit of the colic, upon 
which my conductor led me into a room where a great 
physician resided, who was famous for curing that dis- 
ease, by contrary operations frono the same instniment, 
fie had a large pair of bellows, with a long slender 
nuzzle of ivory : this he conveyed eight inches up the 
anus, and drawing in th^ orind, he affirmed he could 
make the guts as lank as a dried bladder. But when 
the disease was more stubborn and violent, he let in the 
muzzle while the bellows were full of wind, which he 
discharged into the body of the patient; then wijtlidrew 
the instrument to replenish it, clapping his thumb strong- 
ly against the orifice of the fundament; and this being 
T^ated three or foiur times, the adventitious wind 
would rush out, bringing the noxious along with it, (like 
water put into a pnmp) and the patient recovered. I 
saw him try both experiments upon a dog, but could 
not discern any effect from the former. After the latter 
the animal was ready to burst, and made so violent a 
discharge, as was very offensive to me and ray com- 
panions. The dog died on the spot, and we left the 
doctor endeavouring to recovet him, by%the same ope- 
ration. 

I visited many other apartments, but shall not trouble 
my reader with all the curiosities I observed, being stu- 
dious of brevity. 

I had hitherto seen only one side of the academy, the 
ether being appropriated to the advancers of speculative 
learning, of whom I shall say something, ^vhen I have 
mentioned one illustrious person more, who is called 
among them " the oniversal artist." He told us, " he 
had been thirty years employing his thoughts for the 
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improTement of human life." He had two laige rooms 
fun of -vrouderful curiosities, and fifty men at work* 
Some were condengiug air into a dry taugiUe substance^. 
by eztracdng the nitre, and letting the aqueous or fluid 
particles percolate ; others, softening marble, for pillows 
and pincushions : others, petrifying the hoo& of a living 
horse, to preserve them from foundering. The artist 
himself was at that time busy upon two great designs ;. 
the first to sow land with chalT, wherein he affirmed the 
true seminal vulue to be contained, as he demimstrated 
by several experiments, which I was not skilful enough 
to comprehend. The other was, by a certain composi- 
tion of gums, minerals, and vegetables, outward^ ap* 
plied, to prevent the growth of wool upon two young 
lambs; and he hoped, in a reasonable time, to projMfc* 
gate the breed of naked sheep all over the kingdom. 

We crossed a walk to the other part of the acadeurf, 
where, as I have already said^ the projectors in specu:- 
lative learning resided. 

The first professor I saw, was in a very large room,, 
with folly pupils about him. Aftet salutation, observing 
me to look earnestly upon a frame, which took up the 
greatest part of both the length and breadth of the 
room, he said, '' Perhaps I might wonder to see him em- 
ployed in a prqject for improving speculative knowledge,, 
by practical and mechanical operations. But the world 
would soon be sensible of its usefulness ; and he flattered 
himself, that a more noble exalted thought never sfHrang 
iu any other man^s head. Every one knew, how labo- 
rious the usual method is of attaining t6 arts and scien- 
ces; whereas, by his contrivance, the most ignorant per- 
son, at a reasonable charge, and with a Httle bodily la-^ 
bour, might write books in philosofdiy, poetry, politiov 
laws, mathematics, and theology, wi^out the least assist- 
ance from genius or stu<ly." He then led me to tl|e 
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^firame, ril^ut the sides whereof all his pupils stood in 
'^anks. It was tweotj feet square, placed in the middle 
of the room. The superficies was composed of several 
bits of wood, about the bigness of a die, but some larger 
Ihau others. Th^ were all linked together by slender 
wires. These bits of wood were covered on every 
square, with paper pasted on them; and on these pa- 
pers, were written all the words of their language, in 
their several moods, t^nses^ and declensions ; but wHbout 
any order. The prf^essor then^ desired me '^ to ob- 
serve ; for he was going to set his engine at work.'' The 
pupils, at his command, took e^xh €i them hold of an 
iron handle, whereof there were forty ^ed round the 
edges of the frame; and giving Ihem a sudden turn, the 
whole disposition of the words was entirely changed. He 
then commanded six-andHhirty of the lads to read the 
«everal lines toftly, as they appeared upon the frame ; 
and where they found three or four words together, that 
might make part of a sentence, they dictated to the four 
remaining boys, who were scribes. This work was re- 
peated three or four times; and at every turn, the en- 
gine was so contrived, tbat the words lifted into new 
places, as the square bits of wood moved upside down. 

Six hours a day the young students were employed 
in this labour; and the professor sliowed me several vo- 
lumes in large folio, already collected, of broken senten- 
ces, which he intended to piece together, and out of 
those nch materials, to give the world a complete body 
of an arts and sciences ; which however might be still 
improved, and murb expedited, if the public would raise 
a fond for making and employing five hundred such 
frames in Lagado, and oblige the managers to contribute 
in common their several collections. 

He assured me, ^' that this invention had employed all 
liis thoughts from his. youth; that he had emptied the 
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whole vocabulary into his frame^ and made the strictest ' 
computation of the general propcnrtion there is in books 
between the numbers of particles, nouns, and veibs, and 
other parts of speech." 

I made my humblest acknowledgment to this illu^n* 
ous person, for his great communicativeness ^ and pro- 
mised, ^ if ever I had the good fortune to return 
to my native country, that I would do him justice, 
as the sole inventor of thk wonderful machine ;" the 
iorm and contrivance of which I desired leave to de» 
lineate on pa^r, as in the figure here annexed. I toldhim, 
^^ although it were the custom of our learned in Europe, 
to steal inventions from each other, who had thereby at 
least this advantage, that it became a controversy which 
was the right owner; yet I would take such caution, 
that he should have the honour entire, without a * 
rival." 

We next went to the school of languages, where three 
professors sat in consultation, upon improving that of 
their own country. 

The first project was, to shorten discourse, by cutting . 
polysyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and parti- 
ciples; because, in reality, all things imaginable are but 
nouns. 

The other project was, a scheme ficNr entirely s^)otisfa- 
ing ail wwds whatsoever ; and this was uged as a great 
advantage in point of health, as well as brevity. For it 
is plain, that every word we speak, is, in some degree, a 
diminution of our lungs by corrosion ; and consequently, 
contributes tot he shortening of our lives. An expe- 
dient was therefore offered, '' that since words are only 
names for things, it would be more convenient, for all 
men to carry about them such things, as were necessary 
to express a particular business they are to discourse on.^ 
And this invention would certainly have taken place, t# 
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'cthegrettease as well asiiealth of the subject, if the wo- 
meoy io conjunctioQ with the vulgar and illiterate, had 
net threatened to raise a rebellion, unless they might be 
allowed the liberty to speak with their tongues, after the 
manner of their forefathers; such constant irreconcilable 
^omies to science are the common people. However, 
many of the most learned and wise adhere to tlie new 
scheme of expressing themselves by things ; which has 
only this inconvenience attending it, that if a man's busi- 
ness be veiy great, and of various kinds, he must be 
obl]ge<^ in pix>portion, to carry a greater bundle of things 
upon his back, unless he can afford one or two strong 
servants to attend him. I have often beheld two of 
those sages, almost sinking under the weight of their 
packs, like peddlars among us ; who, when they met in 
the street, would lay down their loads, open their sacks, 
and hold conversation for an hour together; then put up 
their implements, help each other to resume their bur- 
dens, and take their leave. 

But fcnr diort conversations, a man may carry imple- 
ments in Us pockets, and under his arms, enough to sup- 
ply him ; and in his house he cannot be at a loss. There- 
fore the room, where company meet who practise this 
art, is full of all things, ready at hand, requisite to fur- 
nish matter for this kind of artificial converse. ' 

Another great advantage proposed by this invention 
-was, that it would serve as a universal language, to be 
imdarstood in all civilized nations, whose goods and uten- 
-^ils are generally of the same kiiid, or nearly resembling, 
so that their uses might easily be comprehended. And 
thtis^ ambassadors would be qualified to treat with foreign 
princes, or ministers of state, to whose tongues they were 
utter strangers. , 

I was at the mathematical school, where the master 
' imight hb pupils, after a method scarce imaginable to us 
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in Europe. The propodtioo and demoostratioa were 
fairly written on a thin wafer, with ink compoeed of a 
cephalic tincture. Tb», the student was to swaHow up* 
on a fasting stomach, and f(Nr diree days foUowii^ eat 
nothing but bread and water. As the wafer digested, 
the tincture mounted to his brain, bearing the pioped- 
tion along with it But the euccess has not hitherlo 
been answerable, partly by some error in the fnfliifciii 
or composition, and partly by the perveneness irf'hds, 
to whom this bolus is bo nau3eous, that they generaBy 
steal aside, and discharge it upwards, before it em ope* 
rate; neither have they been yet persuaded lo use so 
long an abstinence, as the prescriptioo vequiiev 



CHAP. VI. 



A fardur account ^ the acaden^. The miikcr jm- 
pos€8 some in^ooementSy mAtdk are kmmrobhf re- 
ceived. 

In the school o) political {Mrojectois, I was but ill en> 
tertained ; the profesBors appearing, in my judgment, 
wholly out of their senses ; which is a scene that never 
fails to make me melancholy. These unhappy peopk 
were proposing schem^ far persuading monarchs is 
dioose favourites upon the scorce of tfidr wisdom, ea- 
padty, and virtiK; of teaching ministerB lo consult (be 
puUic good ; of rewarding morit, gseat abiikies, aad 
eminent services ; of instructing princes io know thek 
true interest, by pladng it on the same foundation vith 
that of their people ; of cheesing for employments, per 
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sons qualified to exercise them ; with many other nrJUd 
impossible cfaimetas, that Dever entered before into the 
heart of man to conceive ; and confirmed in me the old 
observation, *' that there is nothing so extravagant and 
irrational, which some philosophers have not maintained 
for truth." 

But, however, 1 shall so far do justice to this part of 
the academy, pg to acknowledge that all of them were 
not so vinon^ry. There was a most ingenious doctor, 
who seemed to be perfectly versed in the whole nature 
and system of government. This illustrious person had 
very usefiiTly employed his studies, in finding out effec- 
tual remedies for all diseases and corruptions, to which 
the several kinds of public administration are subject, 
by the vices or infirmities of those who govern, as well 
as by the lic^tiousness of those who are to obey. For 
instance ; whereas all wiiters and reasoners have agreed, 
that there is a strict universal resemblance, between the 
natural and the political body ; can there be any thing 
more evident, than that the health of both must be pre- 
served, and the diseases cured, by the same prescrip- 
tions ? It is allowed, that senates and great councils are 
often troubled with redundant, ebullient, and other pec- 
cant huraoui's : with many diseases of the head, and 
more of the heait; with strong convulsions, with griev- 
ous contractions of the nerves and sinews in both hands, 
but especially the right; with spleen, flatus, vertigoes, 
and deliriums ; with scrofulous tumours, full of fetid 
purulent matter) with sour frothy nictations ; with ca- 
nine appetites, and crudeness of digestion, beside many 
others needless to mention. This doctor therefore pro- 
posed, " that upon the meeting of the senate, certaia 
physicians should attend at the three first days of theii^ 
sitting, and at the close of each day's debate, feel the 
pulses of every senator ; after which, having maturely 
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considered and consulted upon the nature of the several 
maladies^ and the methods of cure, they should on the 
fourth day return to the senate-house, attended by tbeir 
apothecaries stored with proper medicines ; and before 
the members sat, administer to each of them lemtiveS) 
aperitives, abstendyes, torrodves^ restringents, palHar 
tires, laxatives, cephalalgics, icterics, apophlegmatks^ 
acoustics, as their several cases required ; and according 
as these medicines i^hould operate, repeats alter, or omit 
them, at the next meeting." 

This project could not be of any great expense to the 
public; and might, in my poor opinion, be of much use 
for the despatch of business, in those countdes wheie 
senates have any share in the legislative power ; beget 
unanimity, shorten debates, open a' few mouths which 
are now closed, and close many more which are now 
^pen ; curb the pctulancy of the young, and correct 
the positiveness of the old f rouse the stupid, and damp 
the pert. 

Again : because it is a general complaint, that the fa^ 
vourites of princes are troubled with ^ort and weak me- 
mories; the same doctor proposed, " that whoever at- 
tended a first minister, after having told his business 
with the utmost brevity and in the plainest words, should, 
at his departure, give the said minister a tweak by the 
nose, or a kick on the belly, or tread on his comi, or 
hig him thrice by both ears, or run a pin into his br^edl^ 
or pinch his arm black and blue, to prevent forgetibl- 
ness : and at every levee day, repeat the same opera- 
tion, till the business were done, or absolutely refused. 
He likewise durected, " that every senator in the 
great council of a nation, after he had delivered Ins 
opinion, and argued in the defence of it, should be ob- 
l^ed to give his vote dii-ectly contrary ; because, if thai 
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weredoDe, the result would infallibly termioate in tli6 
good of the public." 

When parties in a state are violent, he oflfered a won- 
derful contrivance to reconcile them. The method is 
/this : you take a hundred leaders of ea<ih p^rty ; yott 
dispose them into couples of such, whose heads iare near- 
est of a fioze ; then l&t two nice operat(»rs saw off the 
occiput of each couple at the sdme time, in such a mai»- 
oer, that the brain may be equally divided. Let the 
occiputs, thus cut off, be interchanged, applying each to 
4he head of his opposite party-man. It seems indeed to 
be a work that requires some exactness, but the profes^ 
assured us, ^ that if it were dexterously performed, the 
cure would be infallible." For he argued thus; ** that 
the two half brains, being left io debate the matter be^ 
tween themsdves within the e^ace of one skull, woukl 
goon come to a good understanding; and produce that 
moderation, as well as regularity of thinking, so much 
to be wished for in the heads of those, who imagine they 
come into the world only to watch and govern its mo- 
tion: and as to the difference of brains, in quantity or 
quality, among those who are directors in faction," the 
doctor assured us, from his own knowledge, that " it was 
a perfect trifle." 

I heard a very warm debate between two professors, 
about the most commodious and effectual ways and 
means of raising money, without grieving the subject. 
The first affirmed, " the justest method would be, to 
lay a certain tax upon vices and folly ; and the sum 
fixed upon every man, to be rated after the fairest 
manner, by a jury of his neighbours." The second 
was of an opinion directly contrary ; " to tax those 
qualities of body and mind, for which men chiefly value 
themselves; the rate to be more or less, according to 
the d^eeg of excdling; the decision whereof should 
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be left eotireij W ibeir own breast" The bi^besl tax 
was. upon meo who are the greatest fayourites of tbe 
other sea;, and the aaBCj Mn e rt gy aocordBng to the naiiibef 
aod nattire of tbe faroan tbef have received ; for 
which, (hi^ are allowed to be their owa Toadiei& 
WM9 valour, and polileBeas, were l&ewise proposed tt 
be lai^elj taxed, and collected m the same manoer, bf 
«¥ery person's pvlag Ms owa wonl finr the quantum of 
what he possessed. But as to honour, justice, wisdoss, 
«nd learning, they should not be taxed at aH ,* because 
theyarequi^ificationsof sosk^iriar akind, thatnomsa 
igA either allow them in his B^hbom^ or irahte then 
inhhBseli: 

The woBien were proposed to be taxed, according ts 
their beauty, and dull in dresring, wherein they had tbe 
BMseittiTilege with the men, to be determined by their 
own judgment But constancy, ehasdty, good senses 
^«d good nature, were not rated, because thej woidd oot 
bear the chaise of coilectiii^. 

To keep senators in ^e interest of the crown, it was 
proposed, tlutt tbe meRdi)erB should raffle for ^nfdoj* 
ments : erery man first taking an oath, and giying secii' 
rity, that he would vote for tbe court, whether he won 
or not; after which, the losers had, in their turn, tbe li* 
berty of raffling upon the next vacancy. Thus, hope 
and ^spectatiott would be k^ alive; none would com* 
plain of broken promises, but impuie thdr disappoint* 
ments wholly to fortune, whose^shoulders are broader 
and stronger than those of a ministry. 

Another professor showed me a large paper of instnic* 
^ions, for discovering pdots and conspiracies against the 
govQimieDt. He advised great statesmen to examine 
into tbe diet of all suspected persons ; their times of eat* 
^"g; upon which side they lay in bed ; with which hand 
^feey wiped their posteriors : take a strict view of their 
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ezcremeots; and from the colour, tlie ordure, the taste, 
the coDsistence, the crudeness^ or maturity of digestion, 
form a judgment of their thou^ts and designs. Because 
men are never so serious, thoughtful, and intent, as when 
they are at stool, ivhich he found by frequent experi- 
meaai : for, in such conjunctures, v hen he used, merely as 
a trial, to conrider which was the best way of murder* 
ing the king, his ordure would have a tincture of green : 
but quite different, when he thought only of raising ao ^ 
insurrectkHi, or burning the metropolis. 

The whole discourse was written with great acutenecn, 
containing many observations, both curious and usefiil 
for politicians; but, as I concdved, not alti^ether com- 
plete. This I ventured to tell the author, and offered, 
if he pleased, to supply him with some additions. He 
received my propositions with more compliance dian is 
usual among writers, especi^dly those of the (Npojecting 
species ; profesoi^ ^ be would be glad to receive farther 
information." 

I told hun, "< that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by the 
natives called Langdon, where I had sojourned some 
time in my travels, the bulk of the people consist in a 
manner wholly of discoverers, witnesses, informers, accu* 
sers, prosecutors, evidences, swearers, together with their 
several subservient and subaltern instruments, all under 
the colours, the conduct, and the pay of ministers of 
state, and their deputies. The plots, in that kingdom, 
are usually the workmanship of those persons, who de- 
sire to raise their own characters of profound politicians ; 
to restore new vigour to a crazy administration ; to sdlle 
of divert general discontents; to fill their confers with 
forfeitiures; and raise or sii^ the opinion oi public cre- 
dit, as either shall best answer their private advantage* 
It is first agreed and settled among tjiem, .what flOBpeetr 
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«d peraoDs shall be accused of a plot ; then effectual care ' 
is taken to secure all their letters and papers, and put 
the ownew io chains. These papers are delivered to a 
ict of artists, very dexterous in finding out tlie mysteri- 
1HIS meanings of words, syllables, and letters : for instance,^ 
they can discover a close-stool, to sigoiiy a privy-coun- 
cil; a flock of geese, a senate ; a lame dog,* an invader;- 
the plague, a standing army ; a buzzard, a prime mi- 
nister; the gout, a high priest; a gibbet, a secretary of 
state ; a chamberrpot, a committee of grandees ; a sieve^ 
a colurt lady; abtoon, a revolution; a mouse-trap, au 
employment ; a bottomless pit, a ti'easury ; a shik, a 
court; a cap and bells, a favourite; a broken reed, a 
court of justice; an empty tun, a general; a running 
wnre, the administration. 

^' When this method fails, they have two others mate 
effectual, which the learned among them call acrostics 
and anagrams. First, they can decipher all initial let- 
ters into political meanings. Thus, N. shall »gnify a 
plot, B. a regiment of horse, L, a fleet at sea : or second- 
ly, by transposing the letters of the alphabet in any sus- 
pected paper, they can lay open tlie deepest designs of a 
discontented party. So for example, if I should say in 
a letter to a friend, '' Our brother Tom has just got the 
piles,'' a skilful decipherer would discover, that the same 
letters, which compose that sentence, may be analysed 

into the following words, " Resist, a plot is brought 

home The tower." . And this is the anagrammatie 

inethod. 

The professor made me great acknowledgments for 
communicating these observations, and promised to 
make honourable mention of me in his treatise. 

• See the proceedings against Dr. Att«rbui7i Biabopof Rochtst^, 
*i» the State Trials, VOL Ti. H. 
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I saw nothing in this country, that could invite me to 
a longer continuance, and began to think of returning 
Imme to England. 



CHAP. VIL 

The auihjor leaves Lagadoy arrives at Mald&nada. No 
ship reaify. He takes a short voyage to Qlubbdulh 
drib. His reception hy the governor. 

THE continent, of which this kingdom is a part, es:- 
tends itself as I have reason to believe, eastward, to that 
unknown tract of America westward of California; and 
north, to the Pacific ocean, which is not above a bun* 
dred and fifty miles from Lagado ; where there is a good 
port, and much commerce with the great island of Lugg« 
nagg, situated to the north-west about 29 degrees north 
latitude, an4 140 longitude. This island of Luggnagg 
stands south-eastward of Japan, about a hundred leagues 
distant. . There is a strict alliance between the Japanese 
emperor, and the king of Luggnagg; which afibrds fi-e- 
quent opportunities of sailing fi-om one island to the 
other. I determined therefore to direct my course this 
way, in order to my return to Europe. I hired two 
mules, with a guide, to show me the way, and cany my 
small baggage. I took leave of my noble protector, who 
had shown me so much favour, and made me a generous 
present at my departure. 

My journey was without any accident or adventure 
worth relating. When I arrived at the port of Maldo- 
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oada (for so it is called) there was do ship io the haiv 
bour bound for Luggnagg, dot Rkelj to be in some time. 
The town is about as large as Portsmouth. I ^oon fell 
into some acquaintance, and was rery hospitably receiv- 
ed. A gentleman of distinction said to me, ^ that dnoe 
the ships bound for Luggna^ could not be ready in less 
than a month, it might not be no disagreeable amuse* 
ment for me to take a trip to the little island of Glubb- 
dubdrib, about five leagues off to the south-wesf He 
offered himself and a friend to accompany me, and that 
I should be provided with a small convenient bark foe 
the voyage. 

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the word, 
fflgnifies the island of sorcerers or magicians. It is 
about one third as large as the isle of Wight, and ex» 
tremely fruitful : it is governed by the head of a certaio 
tribe, who are all magicians. This tribe marries only 
among each other, and the eldest in succession is prince 
or gdveraor. He has a noble palace, and a park of 
about three thousand acres, surrounded by a wall of 
bewn stone twenty feet high. In this park are several 
small enclosures for cattle, corn, and gardening. 

The gi^ernor and his family are served and attended 
by domestics, of a kind somewhat unusual. By his skill 
in necromancy, he has a power of calling whom he 
pleases from the dead^ and commanding their sonice 
for twenty«four hours, but no longer; nor can he call 
the same persons up again in less than three months, exf 
cept upon very extraordinary occasions. 

When we arrived at the island, which was about 
eleven in the morning, one of the gentlemen who a^ 
companied me went to the governor, and demred admit* 
tance for a stranger, who came on purpose to have the 
honour of attending on his highness. This was irome* 
diately granted, and we all three .entered the gate of the 
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palace, between two rows of guards, armed and dressed 
.after a very antic manner, and something in their connte- 
nances, that made my flesh creep with a horror I cannot 
express. We passed through several apartments, be^ 
tween servants of the same sort, ranked on each side, as 
before, till, we came to the diamber of presence ; where, 
after three profound obeisances, and a few genial ques- 
tions, we were permitted to sit on three stools, near flie 
lowest step of his highness's throne. He understood the 
language of Balnibarbi, although it were difierent from 
that of this island. He desired me to give him some ac- 
count of my travels ; and, to let me see that I should be 
treated without ceremony, he dismissed all his attend- 
ants with a turn of his finger ; at which, to my great 
astonishment, they vanished in afi instant, like visions 
in a dream, when we awake on a sudden. I could not 
recover myself in some time, till the governor assured 
Mae, " that I should receive no hurt ;" and observing my 
two companions to be under no concern, who had been 
often entertained in the same manner, I began to take 
courage, and related to his highness a short ^tory of 
my several adventures ; yet not without some hesitation, 
.and frequently looking behind me to the place where I 
had seen those domestic spectres. I had the honour to 
dine with the governor, wh^e a new set of ghosts serv- 
ed up the meat, and waited at table. I now observed 
myself to be less terrified, thdH I had been in the morn- 
ing. I stayed till sunset, but humbly desired his high* 
ness to excuse me, for not accepting his invitation of 
lodgiog in the palace. My two friends and I lay at a 
private house in the town adjoining, which is the csipital 
of this little island ; and the next moniing we returned 
to pay our duty to the govecncHr, as he was pleased to 
command us. 

K 2 
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After this manner we continued in the island for ten 
days, most part of every day with the gavernor, and at 
night in our lodging. I soon grew so familiarized to die 
sight of spirits, that after the third or fourth time they 
gave me no emotion at all; or, if I had any apprehen- 
sions left, my curiosity prevailed over them. For, his 
h^hness the governor ordered me *' to call up whatever 
persons I would choose to name, and in whatever num- 
bers, among all the dead from the beginning of the wcvld 
to the present time, and command them to answer any 
questions I should think fit to ask ; with this condition^ 
that my questions must be confined within the compass 
of the times they lived in. And one thing I might de- 
^pend upon, that they would certainly tell me truth, for 
lying was a talent of no use in the lower world." 

I made my humble acknowledgments to his highness 
for so great a favour. We were in a chamber, from 
whence there was a fair prospect into the park. And 
because my first inclination was to be entertained with 
scenes of pomp and magnificence, I desired to see Alex- 
ander the Great at the head of his army, just after the 
battle of Arbela ; which, upon a motion of the governor's 
finger, immediately appeared in a large field, under the 
window where we stood. Alexander was called up in- 
to the room; it was with great difficulty that I under- 
stood his Greek,* and had but little of my own. He 
assured me upon his honour, '' tliat he was not poisoned^ 
but died of a bad fever by excessive drinkingj't 



^ Ahiat firpm Gii]Iiver> that we have lost the true Gruk idioia. 
Orrbrt. 

f In this passage there is a peculiar beauty, though it is not disco- 
vered at a hasty view. The appearance of Alexander with a victo- 
rious army immediately after the battle of Arbela, produces only a 
declaration that he died by drunkenness ; thus inadequate and ridicu^ 
Igusin the eye ojf reason is the ultimate purpose for which Alexander 
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NexU I saw Hannibal pasdng the Alps, who told me 
^ be had not a drop of vinegar in his camp.'"*^ 

I saw Caesar and Pompey at the head ohheir troops, 
just ready to engage. I saw the former, in his last great 
triumph. I desired that the senate of Rome might ap- 
pear before me, in one large chamber, and a modern re- 
presentative in counterview, in another. The first, seem- 
ed to be an assembly of heroes and demi-gods ; the other, 
a knot of peddlars, pickpockets, highwaymen, and bul- 
lies. 

Thf governor, at my request, gave the sign for Ctesar 
and Brutus to advance toward us. I was struck with 
a profound veneration at the sight of Brutus, and could 
easily discover the most consummate virtue, the greatest 
intrepidity and firmness of mind, the truest love of his 
country, and general benevolence for mankind, in every 
Uneament of his countenance. I observed with much 
pleasure, that these two persons were in good intelligence 
with each other: and Csesar freely confessed to me, 
** that the greatest actions of his own life were not equal, 
by many degrees, to the glory of taking it away.** I 
had the honour to have much conversation with BrutUB; 
and was told, ^ that his ancestor Junius, Socrates, £pa- 
ninondas, Cato the younger,t Sir Thomas More, and 

with bis army marched faito a remote country, subverted a mighty 
empire, and deluged a nation with blood; he gained no more than an 
epithet to his name, which after a few repetitions was no longer re* 
garded even by himself: thus the purpose of his resurrection appears 
to be at least equally important with thatofhis life, )]pon which it is 
a satire not more bitter than just H. 

* lAv^f the Roman hiiitorian, has related, that Htmnihal burnt a 
great pile of wood upon a rock that stopped his passage, and when it 
was thus heated poured vinegar npon it, by which it was made 90 
■oft as to be easily cut through. H. 

f I am in some doubt whether Cato the cetuor can foirly claim a 
rank among so choice a group of ghosts. OaRiRT.—This note of hif 
lord^p ia ao encomkun on the judgment of our author, who Inev 
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himself were perpetually together:'' a sextmnvirate, to 
which all the ages of the world cancot add a seventh. 

It would be tedious to trouble the reader with relat- 
ing what vast numbers of illustrious persons were called 
up, to gratify that insatiable desire I had, to see the 
world in every period of antiquity placed before me. I 
chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding the destroyers of 
grants and usuipers, and the restorers of liberty, to op- 
pressed and injured nations. But it is impossible to ex^ 
press the satisfaction I received in my own mind, after 
such a manner, as to make it a suitable entertainment to^ 
(he reader. 



CfHAP. VIHv 

ji faxQur auouni cf GluHbdubdrib. Ancient and tn^^ 
dem histm/ correctetL 

Having a desire to see those andents^ who were 
most renowned for wit and learning, I set impart one day 
on purpose. I proposed that Homer and Aristotle 
might appear, at the head oi all Uieir commentators ; 
but these were so mimerous) that sooie hundreds were 
forced to attend in the court, and outward rooms of the 
palace. I knew, and could distitiguish those two heroesi. 
at Jfirst nght, not only from the crowd>. biU firom each 
other. Homer was the taller and comelier person of 
the two, walked very erect for one of his age,, and hia 
eyes were the most quick and piercing I ever behdd. 

tbftt Cau^tetmtor And Qdo tiie younger wer^Toy diffi&reDt peoois^ 
and fw good rcaBQXttprcfepreatlie totter, H. 
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Aristotle stopped much, and made use of a staflf^ His 
visage was meagre, his haur laok and thin, and his voice 
hoUow.^ I soon discovered that "both of them were 
pa'fect strangers to the rest of the company, and had 
never seen or heard of them before. And I had a 
whisper from a ghost who shall be nameltss, " that these 
commentators always kept in the most distant quarters 
from, their principals^ in the lower world, through a con- 
sciousness of shame and guilt, because they had so 
horribly misrepresented the meaning of those authors 
to posterity." I introduced Didymus and Eustathius 
to Homer, and prevailed ou him to treat them better 
than perhaps they deserved, for he soon found they 
wanted a genius to enter into the spirit of a poet. But 
Aristotle was out of all patience with the account I 
gave him of Scotus and Ramus, s6 I presented them ta 
bim ; and he asked them, " whether the rest of the 
tribe were as great dunces as themselves ?^' 

I then desired the governor to call up Descartes and 
Oassendi, with whom I prevailed to explain their 
systems to Aristotle. This great philosopher freely ac- 
Imowledged his own mistakes in natural philosophy, be- 
cause he proceeded in many things upon conjecture, as 
aU men must do; and he found, that Gassendi, who 
had made the doctrine of Epicurus as palatable as he 
could, and the vortices of Descai-tes, were equally to be 
ezfdoded. He pre<Ucted the same fate to attraction> 

* This description of Aristode is fine, and in a (^ words represents 
the true natore of his works. By not having the Unmortal spirit 9f 
Bmer, he was unable to keep his body erect i and his staii; which 
M>ly supported him, like his commentators, made this defect more 
conspicuous. He wanted not some useful qualities, but these real 
•rnomcnto , like his hair, were thin and unfiraceftil. Oibirt,— In this 
the nobW commentator seems to be mistaken, for it cannot be be* 
Meved tiiat JristotU's rtal wrmnaUs^ however few» were ungrw^- 
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wha*eof the present learned are such zealous asserters* 
He said, '^ that new systems of nature were but new 
fashions, which would vary in every age; and eyeu 
those, who pretend to demonstrate them from mathemar 
tical principles, would flourish but a short period of 
time, and be out of yogue when that was determined." 

I spent five days in conversing with many others of 
the ancient learned. I saw^ most of the first Roman 
emperors. I prevailed on the governor to call up 
Eliogabalus' cooks io dress us a dinner, but they could 
not show us much of their skill, for want of materials. 
A helot of Ageidlaus made us a dish of Spartan broth, 
but I was not able to get down a second spoonfiiL 

The two gentlemen, who conducted ihe to the island, 
were pressed by their private affairs to return in three 
days; which I employed in seebg some of the modem 
dead, who had made Uie greatest figure, for two or three 
hundred years past, in our own, and other countries of 
Europe; and having been always a great admirer of 
old illustrious families, I desired the governor would 
eall up a dozen or two of kings, with their ancestors in 
order, for eight or nine generations. But my disap- 
pointment was grievous and unexpected. For, instead 
of a long train with royal diadems, I saw in one family 
two fiddlers, three spruce courtiers, and an Italian pre- 
late. In another, a barber, an abbot, and two cardinals. 
I have too great a veneration for crowned heads^ to 
dwell any longer on so nice a subject. But as to counts, 
marqiusses, dukes, earls, and the like, I was not so scru- 
pulous. And I confess, it was not without some plea*> 
sure, that I found myself able to trace the particular 
features, by which certain families are distinguidied, up 
to their originals. I could plainly discover, whence one 
family derives a long chin : why a second has abound- 
ed vith knaves fw two generations, and fools for two 
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m(xe ; why a third happened to be crack-brained, and 
a fourth to be sharpers ; whence it came, what Polydore 
Virgil says of a certain great house, Nee vir fcrtis^ nee 
fiemina casta ; how cruelty, falsehood, and cowardice, 
grew to be characteristics, by which certain /amilies are 
distingubhed as much as by their coats of arms ; who 
first brought the pox into a noble house, which has line- 
ally descended in scrofulous tumours to their posterity. 
Neither could I wonder at aU this^ when I saw such an 
interruption of lineages, by pages, lackeys, valets, coach- 
men, gamesters', fiddlers, players, captains, and pick- 
pockets. ^ 

I was chiefly disgusted with modem history. For 
having strictly examined all the persons of ^preatest 
name in the couils of princes, for a hundred years pasti 
I found how the world had been misled by prostitute 
writers, to ascribe the greatest exploits in war, to cow- 
ards ; the wisest counsel, to fools ; sincerity, to flatter- 
ers; Roman virtue, to betrayers of their country; 
piety, to atheists ; chastity, to sodomities ; trutli, to in- 
formers : how many innocent and excellent persons had 
been condemned to death or banishment, by the prac^ 
tising of great ministers upon the corruption of judges, 
and the malice of factions : how many villains had been 
exalted to the highest places of trust, power, dignity, 
and profit; hoAV great a share in the motions and events 
of courts, councils, and senates, might be challenged by 
bawds, whores, pimps, parasites, and buflbons; how low 
an opinion I had of human wisdom and integrity, when 
I was truly informed of the springs and motives of great 
enterprizes and revoludons in the wtn-ld, and of the con- 
tenaptible accidents to which they owed their success. 

Here I discovered the roguery and ignorance of those 
who pretend to write anecdotes, or secret history ; who 
send so many kings to their graves with a cup of poison ; 
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will' repeat the discourse between a. prince and cMef 
minuter, where no witness was by ; unlock the thoughts 
and cabinets of ambassadors and seci*etaries of state ; 
and have the perpetual misfortune to be mistaken. 
Here I discovered the true causes of many great events 
that have surprised the world ; how a whore can govern 
the back-stairs, tlie back-stairs a council, and the council 
a senate. A general confessed in my presence, ^ that 
he got a victory purely by the force of cowardice and 
ill conduct ;'*^ and an admiral, ^ that for want of proper 
intelligence, be beat the enemy, to whom he intended to 
betray the fleet." Three kings protested to me, " that 
in their whole reigns they never did once prefer any 
person of merit, unless by mistake, or treachery of some 
minister in whom they confided : neither would they do 
it if they were to Hve again;'* and they showed, with 
great strength of reason, " that the royal throne could 
not be supported without corraption, because that posi« 
tive, confident, restive temper, which \irtue infused into 
a man, was a peipetual clog to public business. 

I had the curiosity to inquire in a particular manner, 
by what method great numbers had procured to them- 
selves high titles of honour, and prodigious estates ; and 
1 confined my inquiry to a very modern period, how- 
ever without grating upon present times, because I would 
be sure to give no offence, even to foreigners; for-I 
hope the rea<kv need not be told, that I do not in the 
least intend my own country, in what I say upon thk 
occasion. A great number of persons concerned, were 
called^up : and upon a very slight examination, disco- 
vered such a scene of infamy, that I cannot reflect upon 
it without some seriousness. Perjury, oppression, sub- 
ornation, fraud, pandarism, and the like iufii-mities, were 
among the most excusable arts they had to mention ; 
and for these I gave, as it was reasonable, great allolrv . 
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tncc. But whea some confessed they owed their great- 
oes and wealth to sodomy, or incest i others, to the pros- 
titating of their oirn wives and daughters ; others, to the 
bebrajing of their country or their prince ,• some, to pot 
soniiig ; more, to the perverting of justice, in order to de- 
stroy the innocent r I hope I may be pardoned, if these 
discoveries mcline me a little to abate of that profound 
reueration, which I am naturally apt to pay to perspns 
<^h%ii rank; who ought to be treated with the utmost 
respect due to their subKme dignity, by us their infers 
en* 

I had often read of some great services done to prince 
and states, and desired to see the persons by whom those 
services w«rc performed. XTpon inquiry I was told, 
** that their nanoes were to be found on no record, except 
Ik few of them, whom history has represented as the vi- 
lest of rogues and traitors. As to the rest, I had never 
cecc heard of them. They all appeared with dejected 
looks, and m the meanest habit; most of them telling me 
•* they died in poverty and disgrace, and the rest on » 
sca^d or a gibbet." 

Among others there was one person, whose case ap- 
peared a little singular. He had a youth about eigl^ 
teen years old standing by his side. He told me " he 
had for many years been commander of a ship; and in 
ific sea-fight at Actium, had the good fortune to break 
Arough the enemy's great line of battle, sink three of 
dieir capital ships, and take a fourth, which was the sole 
cause of Antony's flight, and of the victory that ensued ; 
that the youth standing by hun, his only son, was killed 
in the action." He added, " that upon the confidence 
of some merit, the war being at an end, he went to Rome, 
and solicited at the court of Augustus to be preferred to 
a greater dilp, whose commander had been killed ; but 
without any regard to his pretensions, it was given to a 
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boy, who had never seen the sea, the son of LibertiaBt^ 
who waited on one of the emperor's mistresses. Re- 
turning back to his own vessel, he was charged with ne- 
glect of dutj, and the ship given to a favourite page of 
Fublicola, the vice-admiral; whereupon he retired to a 
poor farm at a great distance from Rome, and there end- 
ed his life." I was so curious to know the truth of this 
story, that I desired Agrippa might be called, who was 
admiral in that fight. He appeared, and confirmed the 
whole account; but with much more advantage to the 
captain, whose modesty had extenuated or concealed a 
great part of his merit 

I was surprised to find corruption grown so high and 
so quick in that empire, by the force of luxury so lately 
introduced; which made me less wonder at many parai* 
lei cases in other countries, where vices of all kinds have 
reigned so much longer^) and where the whole praise, as 
well as pillage, has been engrossed by the chief commas* 
der, who perhaps had the least title to either. 

As every person called up made exactiy the same ap- 
pearance he had done in the world, it gave me melan- 
choly reflections to observe, how much the race of hu- 
man kind was degenerated among us, within these bun- 
dled years past. How the pox, under all its conse- 
quences and denominations, had altered every lineament 
of an English countenance ; sh^tened the size of bodies, 
unbraced the nerves, relaxed the sinews and muscles, in- 
troduced a sallow complexion, and rendered the flesh 
loose and rancid. 

I descended so low, as to desire some English yeoman 
of the old stamp, might be summoned to appear ; ooce 
so famous for the simplicity of their manners, diet, and 
dress ; for justice in their dealings; for their true spirit 
of liberty ; for their valour and love of their country. 
Neither could I be wholly unmoved, after comparing 
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liie llviqg -with the dead, when I considered how all 
these pure natlTe virtues were prostituted for a piece of 
money by their grand-children; who, in selling their 
rotes, and managing at elections, have acquired every 
vice and corruption, that can possibly be learned in a 
<5Qjirt. 



CHAP. IX, 

t%e author returns to McUdonada, Sails to the Idng- 
domefLuggnagg, The author confined. He is sent 
for to court. The manner of his admittance. The 
king^s great Umty to his subjects. 

THE day of our departure being come, I took leave 
of loB highness, the governor of Glubbdubdrib, and re> 
turned with my two companions to Maldonada, where, 
after a fortnight's waiting, a ship was ready to sail for 
Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, and some others, were 
so generous and kind as to furnish me with provisions, 
and see me on board. I was a month in this voyage. 
We had one violent storm, and were under a necessity 
of steering westward to get into the trade-wind, which 
holds for above sixty leagues. On the 21 at of April, 
1708, we sailed into the river of Clumegnig, which is a 
seaport town, at the south-east point of Luggna^. We 
cast anchor within a league of the town, and made a sig- 
oal for a pilot. Two of them came on board in iesa 
than half an hour, by whom we were guided between 
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certain shoak and rocks, which are very dangerous in 
the passage, to a large bann, where a fleet may ride iu 
aiiety, within a cables length of the town-wall. 

Some of our sailors, whether out of treachery or inad- 
vertence, had informed the pilots " that f was a stranger, 
and a great traveller ;" whereof these gave notice to a 
custom-house officer, by whom I was examined very 
strictly upon my landing. This officer spoke to me in the 
language of Balnibarbi, which, by the force of much 
commerce, is generally understood in that town, espe- 
cially by seamen, and those employed in the customs. 
I gave him a short account of some particulars, and 
made my story as plausible and consistent as I could; 
but I thought 4t necessary to disguise my country, and 
call myself a Hollander; because my intentions were 
for Japan, and I knew the Dutch were the only Euro- 
peans permitted to enter into that kingdom. I therefore 
told the officer, '* that having been shipwrecked on the 
coast of Balnibarbi, and cast oa a rock, I was received 
up into Laputa, ot the flying-island, (of which he had 
often heard) and was now endeavouring to get to Japad^ 
whence I might find a convenience of returning to 917 
own country." The officer said, " I must be confined 
till he could receive orders from court, for which he 
would ivrite immediately;- and hoped to receive an an- 
swer in a fortnight." I was carried to a convenieat 
lodging, with a sentry placed at the door; however,! 
had the liberty of a large garden, and was ti*eated with 
humanity enough, being maintained all the time at the 
king's charge. I was invited by several persons, diief- 
ly out of curiosity, because it was repeated that I came 
from countries very remote, of which they bad never 
heard. 

I hired a young man, who came in the same dilp, to 
be an interpreter ; he was a native of Luggnagg, but had 
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lived some years at Maldonada, and was a perfect mas- 
ter of both hiDguages. By bis assistance, I was able to 
hold a GODTersati(m with those who came to visit me^ 
iHit this consisted only of their questions, and my aoh 
awers. 

The despatdi came from court about the time we ex- 
pected. It coDtamed a warrant for conducting me and 
my retinue to Traldragdubh or Trildrogdrib^ for it is 
pronounced both ways as near as I can remember, by a 
party of ten horse. All my retinue was that poor lad 
for an interpreter, whom I persuaded into ray service, 
and at my humble request, we had each of us.a mule to 
ride on. A messenger was despatched half a day's jour- 
ney ))efore us, to give the king notice of my approach 4 
and to deare ^^ that his majesty would pjease to appoint 
a day and hour, when it would be hig gracious pleasure, 
that I might have Uie honour to lick the dust before Im 
footstod," This is the court style, and I found it to be 
more than matter of form. For, upon my admittance 
two days after my arrival, I was commanded to crawl 
upon my belly, and lick the floor as I advanced; but» < 
on account of my being a stranger, care was taken to 
have it made so clean^ that the dust was not (tensive. 
. However^ this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any 
but persons of the highest rank, when they deshre an 
admittance. Nay, sometimes the floor is strewed with 
dust on purpose, when the person to be admitted hap- 
pens to have powerful enemies at court. And L have 
seen a great lord with his mouth so crammed, that when 
he had crept to the proper distance from the throne, he 
was not able to speak a word. Neither is there any re- 
medy ; because it is capital for those, who receive an 
audience, to spit or wipe their mouths in his majesty > 
presence. There is indeed another custom which I can- 
not altogether approve of: when the king has a mind to 
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put any of his nobles to death, in a gentle indu^nt 
manner, he commands the floor to be strewed with a cai^ 
tain brown powder of a deadly composition, which, being 
licked up, infallibly kills him in twenty-four hours. But 
injustice to this prince's great clemency, and the care 
he has of his subjects lives, (wherein it were much to be 
wished that the monarchs of Europe would imitate him) 
it must be mentioned for his honour, that strict orders 
are given to have the infected parts of the floor well 
washed after every such execution; which if his domes- 
tics neglect, they are in danger of incurring his royal 
di^leasure. I myself heard him give directions, that 
one of his pages should be whipped, whose turn it was to 
give notice about washing the floor after an execntion, 
hut maliciously had omitted it; by which neglect, a 
young lord, of great hopes, coming to an audience, was 
unfortunately poisoned, although the king at that time 
had no design against his life. But this good prince was 
so gracious as to forgive the poor page lus whippi^g^ 
upon promise that he would do so no more, without spe-^ 
> cial orders. 

To return from this digression; when I had crept 
Irithin four yards of the throne, I raised myself gently* 
iipon my knees, and then striking my forehead seven 
times against the ground, I pronounced the following 
vords, as they had been taught me the night befoie, 
InckpUng gloffthrM sqwut scrutmn blkwp ndashnait 
mm tnodbalh^ hslhiophad guardluhh asht. This is 
the compliment, established by the laws of the land, for 
1^1 persons admitted to the king's presence. It may be 
rendered into English thus : '' May your celestial ma- 
jesty outlive the sun eleven moons and a half ?" To 
this the king returned some answer, which although I 
could not understand, yet I replied as I had been di- 
rected : FUitt drin yaUrick dnmldom prastrtu( tnhjmshf. 
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virhich properly signifies, <' My tongue is in the mouth 
of my irieod ;" and by this expression was meant, that I 
desired leave to bring my interpreter; whereupon the 
young man, ahready mentioned, was accordingly intro- 
duced; by whose intenrention I ansiFered as many 
questions, as his majesty could put in above an hour. I 
spoke in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter 
delivered my meaning in that of Luggnagg. 

The king was much delighted with my company, and 
"ordered his hl^markkib^ or high chamberlain, to ap- 
point a lodging jl^ the court for me and my interpreter; 
with a daily allowance for my table, and ajarge purse 
of gdd for my common expenses. 

I stayed three months in this country, out of perfect 
obedience to his majesty ; who was pleased highly to 
favour me, and made very honourable oflfers. But I 
thought it more consistent with prudence and^ justice, 
to pass the remainder of my days with my wife an4 
family. 



CHAP. X. 

T^he Luggnaggians commended, A partieular deserijp^ 
Hon ef the Struldbrugs^ wiih many conversaiions^ he* 
tfveen the author and some eminent persons^ upon that 
subfecL 

The Luggnaggians are a polite and generous people; 
and although they are not without some share of that 
pride which is peculiar to all Eastern countries, yet 
diey show themselves courteous to strangers ; especially 
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fuch vbo are couoteDaneed by the court I bad maofL 
icquaiotance, and ssuoBg persooB of the best fsMw^ and 
being always attended by my interpreter, the convenNh 
tion we had was not disagreeable. 

One day, in much good company, I wap asked by a 
person ef quality, ^ whether I had seen ajyy of their 
stnddbru^j or immortals ?^' I said, ^ I had not ;" and 
desired he would explain to me '^ what be meant by 
such an appellation, applied to a mortal creature.*' He 
told me, ^ that sometimes, though very rardy, a dnld 
happened to be bc»ii in a &tmily, with a red drcidar 
q[K>t in the forehead, directly over the left eyebrow, 
which was an infallible mark, that it should never die. 
The spot," as he described it, '^ was about the compass 
of a ^Iver three^pence, but in the course of time grew 
Ifarger, and twanged its colour ; for at twelve years old ii 
became green, so continued till five-and4weBty, then 
turned to a deep Uue : at five-and-forty it grew coal 
black, and as large as an English shilling; but never 
admitted any farther alteration." He said, ^* these births 
were so rare, that he did not believe there coidd be above 
eleven hundred struldbrugg, of both sexes, in the whole 
kingdom ; of which he computed about fifty in the me- 
tropolis, and among the rest, a young girl b<Hm about 
three years ago : that these {Hoductions were not pecu- 
liar to any family, but a mere effect of chance ; and the 
children of the stnddbrugs themselves, wcare eqpiaOjr 
mortal with the rest erf the people,*^ 

I feeely own myself to have been strudk witb inex- 
pressible delight, upon bearing this account : and the 
person, who gave it me, happening to understand the 
BalnibartHm language, which I spdie very well, I could 
not forbear breaking out into expressimis, perhaps a Jit* 
tie too extravagant. I cried out, as in rapture : ^ Hap. 
py nation, irhere eveiy cliild has at least a choice fiar 
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teiog ioiiiHMrtal ! Happy people, who enjoy no many liv- 
11^ examples of ancient virtne, and have masters ready 
to instruct them in the wisdom of all former ages ; but 
hiqppiert beyond all comparkon, are those excellent 
sirultRnMgSi who being bom exempt fnm that universal 
cahmaity of Imman nature, have their n^^ free and dis- 
ei^aged, without the we^htand d^ression of spirits 
caused by the continual apprdiensions of death." I dis- 
covered my admiratioo, ^ that I had not observed any 
of diese illustrious persons at court; the black spot on 
the forehead being so remarkable a distinction, that I 
C0idd not have easily overlooked it : and it was impossi- 
ble that his majesty, a most judicious prince, should not 
provide himself with a good number of such wise and 
aide counseHors. Yet perhaps, the virtue of those re- 
verend sages was too strict for the corrupt and libartine 
BiSBiBeiiB of a court And we often find by experience, 
tet young men are too opinionated and volatile, to be 
gDoded by the sober dictates of their seniors. However, 
since the king was pleased to allow me access to his roy^ 
ml person, I was resolved, upon the very first occasion, 
to d^vef my opinion to him on this matter freely and 
a^ large, by Ae help of ray interpreter; and whether he 
-would please to take my advice or not, yet in one thing 
I was determined, that his majesty having frequently 
eSkated me an establishment in this country, I would, 
with great thankfidness accept the favour, and pass 
my life here in the conversation of those superioir 
beings, the stnddbrugSi if they would please to admit 
me." 

Thegentlanan, to whom I addressed my discourse, be- 
cause (as I have already observed) he spoke the language 

of Baln9)ari», said to me with a sort of a smile, which 
usually arises firom pity to the igncHrant, ^that he was 
^lad of any occasion to keep me among them, and de^ 

;iiroL. IX. I* n ' ] 
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sired my penniiBiim to explain to the compaoy what I 
liad ^ke.'' He did 80, and they talked together for 
some time ia their own language, i^hereof I understood 
not a syllable, neither could I obeerpe by thdbr eounte- 
nances, what impression my discourse had made on 
them. After a shmt silence, the same person told me, 
*^ that his fiiends and mine (so he thought fit to express 
lumself) "were very much i^eased i^ith the judicious re- 
marks I had made on the great happiness and advanta- 
ges of immortal life, and they were desirous to know in 
a particular manner, what scheme of Kving I riioidd 
have formed to myself, if it had fallen to my lot to have 
been bom a struldbrugJ*^ 

I answered, '^ it was easy to be eloquent on so copious 
and delightftil a subject, especially to m^ who had been 
often apt to amuse roysdf with visions of what I should 
<lo, if I were a king, a general, or a great lord: andup- . 
on this very case, I had frequently run over the wIm^ 
system how I should employ myself, and pass the time^ 
if I were si^re to live for ev«r. 

*' That, if It had been my good fortune to cmne into 
the world a stnddbntg^ as soon as I could discover my 
own happiness, by understanding the difierence betweea 
life and death, I would first resdve, by all arts and me- 
thods whatsoever, to procure myself ridies. In the pur- 
suit of which, hy thrift and management, I might reason- 
jBtbly ei^pect, iu about two hundred years, to be the 
wealthiest man in the kingdom. In the second place^ I 
|Kr«uld, from my earliest youth, apply myself to the study 
of arts and sciences, by which I ^ould arrive in time 
to excel all others in learning. Lastly, I would care- 
iuUy record eveiy action and event of consequence, that 
jiappencd in the public, impartially draw the charactera 
4>f tlie several si^ccesnons of princesand great miQ&Btiera 
s^ state, with mj own observMions on e^ery point* I 
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vmAd exactly set down the several changes in custoins, 
lanigiiage, fashions of dress^ diet, and diversions. By 
aU FUcfa acquirements I should be a living treasare of 
kfiowle<%e and wisdom, and certainly become the ora- 
cle t>f the nation. 

. " I would never marry after threescore, but live in a 
hoipitable manner, yet still on the saving side. I would 
entertain myself in forming and* directing the minds of 
hopeful young men^ by omvincing them from my own 
remembrance, experience, and observation, fortified by 
nomerous examples, of the usefubess of virtue in public 
and private life. But my choice and constant compa- 
Qiops should be a set of my own immortal bi^therhood ; 
among whom, I would elect a dozen from the most an- 
cient, down to my own contemporaries. Where any of 
these wanted fortunes, I would provide them with con- 
venient lodges round my own estate, and have some of 
them always at my table; only mingling a few of the 
most vsJuable among you mortals, whom length of time 
would haarden me to lose with little or bo reluctance, and 
treat your posterity after the same manner; jnst as a 
man diverts himself with the annual succession of piuk& 
and UiHps in his garden, without regretting the loss of 
those which withered the preceding year. ^ 

^ These struUbrugs and I would mutu^ly communi- 
cate our observations and memorials, through the course 
of time; remark the several gradations by which cor- 
mptieu steals into the world, and oppose it in every step, 
by giving perpetual warning and instruction to man- 
kind ; which, added to tiie strong influence of our own . 
example, would probably prevent that continual dege- 
neracy of human nature, so justly complained of in all 
ages. 

"Add to all this, tlie pleasure of seeing the various 
revolutions of states and empires ; the changes in the 
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lower and upper world; ancieDt cities id miiia, and ob- 
scure Tillages become the seats of tdngs; funoin rirers 
lesseDing into shallow brooks : the ocean leaviog one 
coast dry, aod oyerwhehning another ; the discovery of 
manj countries yet unknown. Barbarity oreirunniDg 
tbe^litest nations, and the most baibarous become civi- 
lized. I should then see the discovery of the longi- 
tude, the perpetual motion, the universal medicine, and 
many other great inventions, brought to the utinost par- 
fection. 

^ What wonderful discoveries should we make in 
astronomy, by outliving and confirming our own pre- 
dictions; by observing the progress and returns of co- 
mets, with the changes of motion in the sun, moon, and 
stars.'* 

I enlarged upon many other topics, which the natural 
desire of endless life, and sublunary happiness, couid 
easily furnish me with. When I had ended, and the 
sum of my discourse had been interpreted, as before, to 
the rest of the company, there was a good deal of talk 
among them in the language of the country, not without 
some laughter at my expense. At last, the same gentle- 
man whoJiad been my interpreter, said, '^ he was desired 
by tlie rest to set me right in a few mistakes, whicb I 
had fallen into through the common imbecility of human 
nature, and upon that allowance was less answersdble for 
them. That tiiis breed of struldbrugs was peculiar to 
their country, for there weie no such people either in 
Balnibai'bi or Japan, where he had the honour to be 
ambassador from his majesty, and found the natives in 
both those kingdoms very hard to believe that the fact 
was possible : and it appeared, from my astonishment 
when he first mentioned the matter to me, that I receiv- 
ed it as a thing wholly new, and scarcely to be credited. 
That in the two kingdoms above mentioned, idicrednr 
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log his resideiice he had conversed very much, he ob- 
served long life to be the universal desire and wish of 
mankiDd. That whoever had one foot in the grave, 
was sure to hold back the other, as strongly as he could. 
That the eldest bad still hopes of living one day longer* . 
and lool^ed on death as the greatest evil, from which na- 
ture always prompted him to retreat; only in this island 
of Luggoagg the appetite for living was not so eager, - 
from the continual exampk of the struldbrugs before 
their eyes. 

^ That the eytHem of living contrived by me, was 
uorei^onaUe and unjust; because it supposed a perpe- 
tuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no man could 
be so fooMsh to hope, however extravagant he may be 
in his wisheg."^ That the question therefore was not, 
whether a man would choose to be always So the prime 
rf youth, attended with prosperity and health; but how 
he would pass a perpetiml life, under all the usual dis* 
advantages, which old age brings along with it. .For 
although few men will avow their deskes of being iiB- 
moital, upon such hard conditions, yet in the two kiog- 
dons before mentioned, of Baloibarbi and Japan, he 
observed that tyefy man desired to put olF death some 
time longer, let it approach ever so late ; and he rarely 
heard of any man who died willingly, except he were in- 
cited by the extremity of grief or torture. A6d he ap- 
pealed to me, whether in those countries I had travelled, 

* To thit it may potsibty be objected, thftt the po^^tnity of youth, 
bcahh, and vigour, would be less a prodigy than the perpetnity of 
^ in a body subject to gradual decay, and might therefore be hoped 
without greater ^[travagance of folly ; but the senttment here ex- 
pressed is that of a being to whom immortality, though not perpetual 
youth, was familiar, and in whom the wish of perpetual youth only ■ 
would have been extravagant, .because that only appeared firom fiicte 
to be impossible. H. 
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as well as my owd, I bad not observed tbe same genecal 
disposition."* 

After this preface, be gave nae a particular account of 
tbe struldbrugs amon^ tbem. He said, " they com- 
monly acted like mortals, till about thirty years old ; 
after which, by degrees, they grew melancholy and de- 
jected, inereanng In both till they came to fburscore. 
This he learned from thehr own confession : fin* other- 
wise, there not being above two or three of that speciea 
born in an age, they were too few to form a general ob^ 
serVation by. When^ they came to fourscore years,, 
which Is reckoned the exh^mity of living in this coun- 
try, tiiey had not only all tlie ioHica and infirmities of 
other old men, bat many more, which arose from the 
dreadfiid propped of never dying. They were not only 
opinioDative, peevidi, covetous, morose, vain, talkative^ 
tHit incapable of friencMi^ aqd dead to all natural af- 
fection, which nev^r desoended below their grand-chil- 
dren. Envy^ and impotent dedres, are their prevaillbg 
panions. But those objects against which their envy 
seems principally dbrected, are the tices of the younger 
9ort, and the deaths of the old. By reflecting on the 
former, they fiuid themselves cut off from all possibility 

* If it be said, that although the foUj of denring life to^ be prcK 
longed under the di^advsUitagei of old age is here finely expOfed ;. 
yet the desire of terrestrial immortality upon terms, on which alooe 
in the nature of things it h possible, an exemption from disease, acci- 
dent and decay, is tacitly allowed. It may be answered, that as we 
grow old by imperceptible dq^rees,. so for the most part we grow old 
without repining, and erery raan^ is roa<fy to profess himself willing to 
die, when he shall be overtaken by the decrepitude of age in some fa^ 
ture period ; yei when every other eye sees that this period is arrived^ 
he is still tenacious of life, and mnrmor&at the conditioD upon whidk 
he received his existence ; to reconcile old age, therefore, to the- 
thoughts of a dissolution, appears to be aU that was necessary in i^ 
moral writer for practical purposes. K. 
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of pleasure ; and whenever they see a fuueral, they la- 
ment and repine that others are gone to a hart)our of 
rest, to which they thentselves never can hope to arrive. 
They have no remembrance of any thing, but what they 
learned and ob«erved in their youth and middle age, 
and even that is very imperfect And for the truth, or 
particulars of any fact, tt is safer to depend on common 
tradition than upon theur best recollections. The least 
miserable among them, appear to be those who turn to 
dotage, and entirely lose their memories ; these meet with 
more pity and assistance, because they want many bad 
qualities, which abound in others. 

^\ If a struMrug happened to marry one of bis own 
kind, the marriage is dissolved of course, by the courtesy 
of the kingdom, as soon as the younger of the two comes 
to be fourscore. For the law thinks it a reasonable in- 
dulgence, that those who are condemned, without any 
fsuilt of their own, to a perpetual continuance in the 
world, i^iould not have their misery doubled, by the load 
of a wife. 

" As soon as they have completed the term of eighty 
years, they are looked on as dead in law ; their heirs im- 
mediately succeed to their estates, only a small pittance is 
reserved for their inipport; and the poor ones are main- 
tained at the public charge. After that period, they are 
Jield incapable of any employment of trust or profit ; 
they canbot purchase lands, or take leases; neither are 
they allowed to be witnesses iu any cause, either civil 
or criminal, not even for the decision of meers and 
bounds. 

^ At nine^, they lose their teeth and hair ; they have 
at that age no distinction of taste, but eat and drink 
whatever they can get, without relish or appetite. The 
diseases they were subject to still continue, without in- 
CFeaaing or diminishing. In talking, Ihey foiget the corn- 
Digitized by CjOoqIc 



240 GULLIVER'S TBAVELS: PART IH. 

moni^peUatioDof ibiBgi, tndllie namesof peiBOBS, eveo 
of thoee who are their nearest fifiendBand relatioBs. For 
the SB/at reason, they never om^amase themselves with 
reading, because their menory will not serve to cany 
them from the banning ai a sentence to the end; and 
by this defect, they ace deprived ^ the only entertain- 
ment, whereof they might otherwise be capaUe. 

^ The language of tliis coui^ being always upmithe 
flux, the ^tmU&nrjfiT of one 1^ do not understand those of 
another; neither are they able, after two hundred yeais, 
to hold any conversation (farth^ dian by a few general 
words) with tlieir nei^bomrs, the mortals ; and thus they 
lie under the disadvantage of livii^ like foreigners, in 
their own country." 

This was the account ^en me of the stnddbrugs, as 
near as I can remember. I afterwards saw five or six of 
difl^ents^es, the youngest not abdve two hundred years 
old, who were brought tome at several tknes by someof 
my friends; but dthoughdiey weretoid, ^tfaat Iwasa 
great traveller, and had seen all the world,*' they had not 
the least curiedty to ask me a question; only desired, 
^^ I woald give them sbmskudasky or a tcdienof remem- 
brance ;" which is a modest way of begging, to avoid tiie 
law, that strktly forbids it, becmise they are provided for 
by the public; although Indeed with a very scan^ at 
lowaoee. 

They are despsed and hated by alisorts of people* 
when one of them is bom, it is reckoned ominoi^ and 
their birth is recorded veiy particularly; so that you 
may know their age by consulting the r^ist^, whicb, 
however, has not been kept above a thousand years past, 
or at lettst has been destroyed by^ timeor puUic distuib- 
aoces. But the usual way of computiag how old they 
are, is, by asking them what kings or great persons they 
can remember, and then consulting histmy ; linr ifliidlifaly 
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the last prince in their mind, did not begin bis reign after 
they were four score years old. 

They were the most mortifying sight I ever beheld ; 
and the women, more horrible than the men. Beside 
the usual deformities in extreme old age, they acquired 
an additional ghastliness, in proportion to their number 
of years, which is not to be described ; and among half a 
dozen, I soon distinguished which was the eldest, al- 
though there was not above a century or two between 
them. 

The reader will easily believe, that from what I had 
heard and seen, my keen appetite fdr perpetuity of life, 
was much abated. I grew heartily ashamed of the 
pleasiog visions I had formed; and thought no tyrant 
could invent a death, into which I would not nm with 
pleasure, from such a life. The king heard of all that 
had passed between me and my friends upon this occa- 
sion, and rallied me very pleasantly ; wishing I could 
send a couple of struldbrugs to my own country, to arm 
our peoi^ against the fear of death ;* but this, it seems, 
is foi^idden by the fundamental la>vs of the kingdom, or 
eke I should have been well content with the trouble 
and expense of transporting them. 

I could not but ^gree, that the laws of this kingdom 
relativeto the struldbrugs^ were founded upon the strong- 
est reasons, and such as any other country would be 
under the necessity of enacting, in the like circumstan- 
ces. Otherwise, as avarice is the necessary consequent 
of old s^ those immortals would in time become propri- 
etors of the whole nation, and engross the civil power; 

* Perhaps it may not be wholly useless to remark, that the sight of 
^stnMbrag would no otherwise arm those against thefearofdeajA, 
who.havenohope beyond it, than a man is armedAgainst the femf 
bKakiBg )ii84iiBbf| who jumpa out of a window iHieOrbis house is.on 
&e. H, 
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irbich, for waut of abilities to managey must end in t£e 
niia of the public. 



CHAP. XL 

The author leaves Lt^gnagg^ and sails to Japa»^ 
From Ounce he returns in a Dutch ship to Amsterdam^ 
and from Amsterdam to EngkauL 

1 THOUGHT t&is account of the struldbrugs might bt 
some eotertaioment to the reader, because it seems to be 
a little out of the common way ; at least I do not remem* 
ber to have met the like in anj book of tiravels, that has 
come to my hands ; and If I am deceived, my excuse- 
must be, that it is necessary for travellers, who describe 
the same country, very often to agree m dwdfing on the 
same particulars, without deserving the censure of faaviog 
borrowed or transcribed from those who wrote before 
them. 

There is indeed a perpetuaT commerce between tUs 
kingdom, and the great empire.of Japan ; and ft is veiy 
probable, that the Japanese authors may have grrea 
some account of the stnddbrugss but my stay in Japan 
was so short, and I was so entirely a stranger to the lan- 
guage, that I was not qualified to miie any inquiries. 
But I hope the Dutch, upon thi& notice, will be curioAs 
and able enough to supply my defects. 

His majesty having often pressed me to accept some 
empk^rment in his court, and finding me absolutely de- 
termined to return to my native country, was pleased ^ 
give me his license to depart; and hoiioured me witha 
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letter of recommendatioD,, under his own htod, to the 
emperor of Japan. He likewise presented mewith four 
hundred forty-four laige pieces of gold, (this nation de- 
lighting in even numbers) and a red diamond, which I 
sold in England for eleven hundred pounds. 

On the 6th of May, 1 709, 1 took a solemn leave of hh 
majesty, and all my friends. This prince was so gra^ 
clous, as to order a guard to conduct me to Glangueu- 
stald, which is a royal port to the south-west part of the 
Maud. In six days I found a vessel ready to carry me 
to Japan, and spent fifteen days in the voyage. We 
landed at a small port-town called Xamoschi, situated oo 
the south-east part of Japan ; the town lies on the wes- 
tern point, where there is a narrow strait leading north- 
ward into a long arm of the sea, upon the north-west part 
<^ which, Yedo, the metropdis, stands. At landing I 
riiowed the custom-house officers my letter from the king 
of LiU^nagg to his imperial majesty. They knew the 
seal perfectly well ; it was as broad as the palm of my 
band. The impression was, '^ A king lifting up a lame 
b^gar from the eartli." The magistrates of the town» 
hearing of my letter, received me as a public minister ; 
they provided me with carriages and servants, and bore 
my charges to Yedo; where I was admitted to an audi- 
ence, and delivered my letter; which was opened with 
great ceremony, and explained to the emperor by an in- 
terpreter; who then gave me notice, by his majesty's 
order, ^ that I should signify my request, and whatever 
it were, it should be granted, for the sake of his royal 
Inrotber of Lnggnagg." This interpreter, was a person 
employed to transact afikirs with the Hollanders; he 
soon conjectured by my countenance, that I was a Eu- 
ifypean, and therefore repeated his majesty's commands 
ia Low Dutch, which he spoke perfectly well. I an* 
sweved^ as I had |>efore determined, ^^Umi I was a 
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Dutch merehaot, shipwrecked in a veiy remote country, 
-whence I had travelled by sea and land to liUggna^, 
and then todlL shipping for Jap»i; where I knew my 
eonntiymen often traded, and with some of these I hop- 
ed to get an opportunity of returning into Europe : I 
therefore most humbly entreated his royal favour, to 
give order that I sWdd be conducted in safety lo 
Nangasae." To this I added another petition, ^ that 
for the sake of my patron, the kiog ef Luggnagg, hi^ 
majesty would condescend to excuse my p^ormiog the 
ceremony imposed on my countrymen, of trampling 
upon the crucUix: because I bad been thrown into 
his kiogdom by my misfortunes, without any inteotion 
of trading." When this latter petition was interpreted 
to the emperor, he seemed a Uttle surprised; and said, 
*' ne believed I W9& the first of my countrymen, wha 
ever made any scruple in this point ; and that he began 
to doubt, whether I was a real HoBandei^ or not ; but 
rather sui^ected I must be a Christian. However, for 
tlie reasons I had offered, butchie%' to gratify the king 
of liUggnagg, by an uncommon mark.(tf his favour, he 
would comply with the singularity of my humour; but 
the affiadr must be managed with deztedty, and his offi- 
cers should be commanded to let me pass, as it were by 
fiEMTgetfulness. For he assured me, that if the. secret 
should be discovered by n^ c^mtrymen the Dutch, 
they woidd cut my throat in the voys^;e»" I rdtumed 
roy.thank% by the interpreter, for sa unusual a jhvour; 
and somie troops being at that time on thdr mardi to 
Nangas^c, the commanding officer had ordeis to convey 
me safe thither, with particular instructions about the 
business of the crucifix^ 

On the 9th day of June^ 1 709, 1 arrived: at ^angasac, 
after a very loi^ and troublesome journey* Lsoon fell 
into the company of some IXitch sailors, belonging, to 
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^he Amboyaft of Amflterdam, a stout sh^ of 450 tons. 
I had lived long in Holland, pursuing mj studies at 
Xjejdeo, aixL I spoke Dutch ivelL The seamen soon 
luMSw whence I came last ; thej were curious to imjpiice 
lutQ my voyages, and course of life. I made up a story 
as short and probable as I could, but concealed tb« 
greatest part I knew many persons in Holland ; I w as 
able to invent names for my parents, whom I pretended 
to be obscure people in the province of Gelderland. I 
would have given the captain (one Tfaeodorus V^grult) 
what he pleased to ask for my voyage to Holland ; but 
understanding I was a surgeon, he was contented to take 
half the usual rate, on condition that I would serve him 
in the way of my calling. Before we took shipping, I 
was often adked by some of the crew, *' whether I had 
performed the ceremony above mentioned ?" I evaded 
the question by general answers, ^ that I had satisfied 
the emperor and court in all particulars.'* However, a 
malicious rogue of a skipper went to an officer, and. 
pointing to me, told him, ^^ I had not yet trampled on 
the crucifix :" but the other, who had received instruc- 
tions to let me pass, gave the rascal twenty strokes on 
the shoulders with a bamboo; after which I was no more 
troubled with such questions. 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voyage. 
We sailed with a fair wind to the Cape of Good Hope, 
where we staid only to take in fresh water. On the 
10th of April, 1710, we arrived safe at Amsterdem, hav- 
ing lost <Hily three men by sickness in the voyage^ 
and a fourth, who fell from the foremast into the sea, 
not far from the coast of Guinea. From Amsterdam 
I soon after set sail for England, in a small vessel be- 
longmg to that city. 
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Oo the 16th of April we put in at the Dowos. I 
landed next morning, and saw once more mj native 
countrj, after an absence of dye years and nx months 
complete. I went strait to Redrifl^ where I arrived 
the same day at two in the afternoon, and found mj 
wife and family in good health. 
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PART IV. 



A VOYAGE 

TO THE 

COUJTTRY OF THE HOUYHNHNMSt 



CHAP. I. 

T%i author sets cut as captam of a ship. His men 
' conspire agamst him. Carbine Mm a long time to his 
cdhm. &f him en shore m an unknown land. He 
traocls up tnio ike country. The Yahoos^ a strange 
sort of animal^ described^ The author meets twa 
Hom/hnhftms. 

I CONTINUES at home wftb my wife and children 
about five months, in a very happy condition, if I could 
have learned the lesson of knowing when I was well. I 
left my poor wife big with chiT<^ and accepted an advan- 
tageous ofl^ made me to be captain of Uie Adventure, 
a stout merchantman of 350 tons : for I understood navi- 
gatioD weB, and being grown weary of a surgeon's em** 
ployment at sea^ which however I could exercise upon 
accasioD^ I tuok a sUlfiil youog man of that calfing, one 
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Robert Purefoy, into my ship. We set sail from Forts- 
mouth, upon the 7th day of September, 1710; oq the 
1 4th, we met with Captain Focock, of Bristol, at Tene- 
riflfe, who was going to the bay of Campechy to cut log- 
wood. On the 16th, he was parted from us by a storm; 
I heard since my return, that his ^ip foundered, and 
none escaped, but one cabin-boy. He was an honest 
man, and a good sailor, but a little too positive in his 
own opinions, which was the cause of his destruction, as 
it has been of several others. For if be bad followed 
my fiidvice, be nught have been safe at home with his 
family at this time, as well as myself. 

I had several men died in n^ ship of ealentures, so 
that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes and 
the Leeward Islands, where I touched, by the direction 
of the merchants who employed me; which I had soon 
too much cause to repent ; for I found afterwards, that 
most of them had been buca&eers.^ I had fifty hands 
on board ; and my orders were, that I should trade with 
the Indians in the South-Sea, and make what^iscoveii^ 
I could. These rogues, whom I had picked up, de- 
bauched my other men, and they all fimn^ a cods|^ 
racy to seize the ship, and secure me ; which they did 
one mornipg, rushing into my cabin, and binding me haod 
and foot, threatening to throw me overboard, if I ofifered 
to stir. I told them '^ I was their prisoner, and would 
submit" This they made me. swear to do, and then 
they unbound me, only fastening one of my Ic^ with a 
chain, near my bed, and placed a sei^ry at my door 
with his piece charged, who was commanded to shoot me 
dead, if I attempted my liberty. They sent me down 
victuals and drink, and took the. gavernment of the ship 
to themselves. Their design was to 'turn pirates^ and 

» Certaia pirates, that infested the Wcst-Indiet, were so called. 
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plunder the Spaoifflrds, whkh tbej could not do, tiH they 
got more men. But first they resolved to sell the goods 
in the ship, and then go to Madagascar for recruits, se- 
yeral among them havinf died since my confinement. 
They sailed many weeks, and traded wiUi the Indians ; 
but I knew not what course they took, being kept a 
ctoae prisoner in my cabin, and expecting nothing less 
ttoi to be murdered, as they often threatened me. 

Upon the 9th day of May, 1711, one James Welch 
came down to my cabin, and said *' he had orders from 
the captain to set me ashore." I expostulated with him^ 
bat in vain; neither would he so much as tell me who 
their new captain was. They forced me into the loi^- 
boat, letting me put on my best suit of clothes, which 
were as good as new, and take a small bundle of linen, but 
no arms, except my hanger^ and they w^e so citU as 
not to sench my pockets, into which I conveyed what 
mmiey I had, withaome odwr little neoessazks. They 
rowed itoit a league, and than set me down on a strand. 
I desitied them to tell me what country it was. They all 
swore ^ ihey knew no morethanmyitelf ;" Imt said ^t the 
captaob (as they called him) was resolved, after they had 
sold the ladii^, to get rid of me in the fifst place, where 
they could c&cover land." They pushed off immediate- 
ly, advLoog me to make haste for fear of being overtaken 
by the tide, and so bade me farewell. 

iu thia desolate condition I advanced forward, and 
soon got upon firm ground, whore I sat down on a bank 
to rest myself and consider what I had best do. When 
I was a little refreshed, I went up into the country, re- 
solviug to deliver m}'self to the first savages I should 
meet, and purchase my life from them by some bracelets, 
glass rings, and other toys, which sailors usually provide 
themsehes with in those voyages, and whereof I had 
5ome about me. The land was divided by long rows of 
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trees, not regularly planted, but naturtillj growing ; there 
was great plenty of grass, and several fields of oats. 1 
walked very circumspectly for fear of being surpnsed, or 
suddenly shot with an arrow from behind, or on either 
side. I fell into a beaten road, where I saw many trades 
of human feet, and some of cows, but most of horses. At 
last I beheld several animals in a field, and one or two 
of the same kind ^tting in trees. Their sliape was vesy 
singular and ddbrroed, which a little discomposed me, 
fio that I lay down behind a thicket ta observe them bet- 
ter. Some of them coming forward near the place where 
I lay, gave me an opportunity of distinctly marking their 
form. Their heads and breasts were covered with a 
thick hau-, some frizled, and qthei^ lank; they had 
beards like goats, and a long ridge of hair down their 
backs, and the fore parts of thdr legs and feet ; bat the 
rest of their bodies was bare, so that I ra%ht see thdr 
skios, which were of a brown buff colour. They had 
IK) tails, nor any hair at all on their buttodu, except 
about the anus; which I furesume, nature had {^accd 
there to defend them, as they sat on the ground ; for tMs 
posture they used, as well as lying ^kvwn, and often stood 
on their hind feet. They climbed high trees as nin^ 
as a squirrel, for they had strong extended dawa befoie 
and l>ehind, terminating in sharp points, and hooked. 
They would often spring, and bound, and leap with pio- 
digibus agility. The females were not so laige as the 
males ; they bad long lank hair on their heads, but noee 
on their faces, nor any thing more than a sort of down 
on the rest of their bodies, except about the anus aad 
pudenda. The dugs hung between their fore feet, and 
often reached almost to the ground as they walked. The 
hair of both sex£s was of several colours, hrown, red, 
black, and yellow. Upon the whole, I never beheU, 
in Ml my travels, so disagreeable an animaly or oie 
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agaimt which I naturally conceived so strong an antipa- 
thy. So that thinking I had et^ enoagh, full of con- 
tempt and aTersioq, I got up, and pursued the beaten 
load, hoping it might direct roe to the cabin of s<»ne In- 
di«i. I had not got far, when I met one of these crea- 
tures (dl in my way, and coming up directly to me. 
The ugly monster, when he saw me, distorted several 
wayseveiy feature of bis visage, and stared, as at an ob- 
jeet be had never seen before ; then, approaching nearer^ 
l^ed up hk for^aw, whether out of curiosity or mis* 
chief, I could not (ell : but I drew my hanger, and gave 
Uai a good blow with the flat, side of it, for I durst not . 
strike with the ^ge, fearing the inhabitants might be 
{HTOVoked against me, if they should come to know that 
I had killed or maimed any of their cattle. When the 
beast felt the smart he drew back, and roaied so loud^ 
that a herd of at least forty came flocking about me 
from At next field, howling and making odious faces; 
but I ran to the body of a tree, and leaning my back 
agalast it kept them off by waving my hanger. Several 
of this cursed brood, getdng hold of the branches behind, 
leapt up Into the tree, whence they began to discharge 
their excrements on my head: however, I escaped^pret- 
4y weU by stickii^ close to the stem of the tree, but was 
ahnoat stifled with the filth, which feU about me on every 
idde. 

In the midst of this distress, I observed them all to 
run away on a sudden as fast as they could, at which I 
ventured to leave the tree, and pursue the road, wonder- 
ing what it was that could put them into this fright. 
But looking on my left hand, I saw a horse walking 
softly in the field ; which my persecutors having sooner 
^Uscovered, was the cause of their fli^t. The horse 
started a little, when he came near me ; but soon re- 
covering himself, looked full in my face with manifest 
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tokens of wwider : he Tiewed vnj bands and feet, walk* 
ing round me severaliimes. I would have punned my 
journey, but he placed himself directly in the way, yet 
looking with very mild aspect, never ofieHog the less! 
violence^ We stood gazing at each other for ^ome 
time ; at last I took the boldness to reach ny hand to* 
wards his neck with a design to stroke it, using the com- 
mon style and whistle of jockies, when they are g<ADg to 
handle a strange horse. But this animal seemed to re- 
ceive my civilities with dkdain, shook hk head, uxl 
bent his brows, softly raiang up bis right £[»refQot to n^ 
move my band. Then he neighed three or four times^ 
but in 80 different a cadence, that I almost began to 
think he was speaking to himself, ia some language of 
his own. 

WhUe he and I were thus esjpbyed, another hone 
came up : who applying himself fifsl in a very foimal 
manner^ they gently struck each other's i^ht hoof b& 
ftoe, neighing several times by turns, and YBtpjog the 
sound, which seemed to be ahnost articulate. They 
went some paces off, as if it were to confer together, walk- 
ing side by side, backward and forward, like persons de* 
liberating upon some affair of weight, but often tumiqg 
thek eyes toward me, as it were to watch that I might 
not escape. I was amazed ta see such actions and be- 
haviour in brute beasts; and concluded with myself 
that if the inhabitants of this country wei*e endued with 
a proportionable degree of reason, they must needs be 
the wise^ people upon earth. - This thought gave me so 
much comfcnrt, that I resolved to go fcnrward, until I 
could discover some house or village, or meet with any 
of the natives, leaving the two horses to discourse to- 
gether as they pleased. But .the first, who was a dappk 
gray, observing me to steal off, neig^d after me in so 
expressive a tone? that I fancied myself to understand 
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what he meant; wBereii^ I turned baek, and came 
near to him to expect hig farther commands : but con- 
eealiDg my fear as much as I could; for I began to be 
hi some pain how tins adventure might tenninate; 
and the reader will easily beliere, I did not much like 
my present situation. 

The two horses came up dose to me, looking' with 
great earnestness upon my face and hands. The gray 
steed rubbed my hat all round with his right forehoof, 
and disc^miposed if so much, that I was forced to adjust 
it better by taking it off, and settling it again ; whereat, 
both he and his companion (who was a brown bay) ap- 
peared to be much surprised ; the latter felt the lappet 
^ my coat, and finding it to hang loose about me, they 
both loo]||pd with new signs of wonder. He strewed my 
right hand, seeming to admire the softness and colour : 
but he squeezed it so hard between his hoof and his 
pastern that I was forced to roar; after which they both 
touched me with all possible tenderness. They were 
under great perplexity about mj shoes and stocking^ 
which they felt very often, neighing to each other, and 
using various gestures, not unlike those of a philosopher, 
when he would attempt to solve some new and difficult 
phenomenon. 

Upon the whole, the behaviour of these animals was 
80 orderly and rational, so acute and judicious, that I at 
last concluded, they must needs be magicians, who had 
thus metamorphosed themselves upon some design, and 
seeing a stranger in the way, resolved to diveit them- 
selves with Irim ; or perhaps were really amazed at the 
sight of a man so very different in habit, feature, and 
complexion, from those who might probably live in so re- 
mote a climate. Upon the strength of this reasoning, I 
ventured to address them in the following manner : 
" Gentlemen, if you be conjurers, as I have good cause 
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to belieye, jou can tinderatsmd way language ; thar^ofee 
I make bold to let yoar v<Mr8hips know, that I ani t 
pocNT dktreffied EogUsbmao, driveD hj faii mitfartiiDes 
upon your coast, and I entreat one of jam to let me ride 
upon his back, as if he were a real horse, to some house 
or village, where I can be relieved. In return of which 
favour, I will make jou a present of this knife and 
bracelet ;'' taking them out of my pocket The tvo 
creatiBres stood siletit while I gpoke, seemtr^ to listeo 
with great attention; and when I had ended, ihey 
neighed frequently toward each other, as if they were 
engaged in serious conversation. I plainly observed 
that their language expressed the passions very well, aod 
the words might, with little pains, be resolved into aa 
alphabet, more easily than the Chinese. 

I could frequently distinguidi the word Ydhoo^ which 
was repeated by each of them several times ; and sd- 
though it was impossible for me to conjecture what it 
meant, yet while the two horses were busy in conversa- 
tion, I endeavoured to practise diis word upon my 
tongue ; and as soon as they were silent, I boldly pro- 
nounced Yahoo in a loud voice, imitating at the same 
time, aa near as I could, the neighing of a horse ; at 
which they were both visibly surprised, and the gray 
repeated the same word twice, as if he meant to teach 
me the right accent ; wherein I spoke after him as well 
as I could, and found myself perceivably to improve 
every time, though very far from any degree of perfec- 
tion. Then the bay tried me with a second word, much 
harder to be pronounced ; but reducing it to the Engli^ 
orthography, may be spelt thus, Hoiofhnhnm. I did 
not succeed in this so well as in the former; but after 
two or three farther trials, I had better fortune ; and 
they both appeared amazed at my capacity. 
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After soroe farther dis^oarse, which I then conjec- 
tured mi|^t relate to roe7 the two friends took their 
leaves, with the same compliment of striking each other's 
hoof; and the gray made me signs that I should walk 
before him ; wherein I thought it prudent to com- 
ply, till I could find a better director. AVhen I ofi^red 
to slacken my pace, lie would cry khuun^ hhmm ; I 
guessed his meaoing, and gave him to understand, as 
well as I could, '' that I was weaiy, and not able to 
walk faster f' upon which be would i^and awhile to 
let me rest. 



CHAP. IL ' 

The mt&or conducted hy a Hmyknhntn to his house. 

The house described The author^s reception. The 

food ef the Honyhnhmns. The author in distress far 

' tvemt qffneaty is ai last relieved. His manner of feed- 

. ing m ikis countiy. 

Hating travelled about three miles, we came to a 
loog kind of building, made of timber stuck in the 
groaod, and wattled across ; the roof was low, and co- 
vered With straw. I now began to be a little comforted ; 
and took out some toys, which travellers usually carry 
for presents to the savage Indians of America, and other 
parts, in hopes the people of the house would be thereby 
encouraged to receive me kindly. The horse made me 
a«]ga to go in first ; it was a large room with a smooth 
clay flow, and a tack and manger^ extending the whole 
lei^tfa on one si(fe. There were three nags, and two 
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mares, not etUng, but soiDe of tbem ^tdng^ down nprni 
their hams, which I vtry much wondered i4; bat won- 
dered more to see the rest empkrfed in d<«ie^ busi- 
ness; these seamed batonKoary cattle; however, tUs 
confirmed my first opimon, that a people, who could so 
far civilize brute animals, must needs ^ceel in WMod 
aH the natioos of the world. The gray CMne in just 
after, and thereby prevented ai^ ill treatnaat, which 
the others might have given me. He neighed to then 
several times in a style of authority, and received 
answers. 

Beyond this room, there were fhree others, reaching 
the length of the house, to which you passed tbrou^ 
three doors, opposite to each other, in the manner of a 
vista; we went through the second room toward the 
third ; here the gray walked in first, beckoning me to 
attend : I waited in the second room, and got ready my 
presents for the master and mistress of the house : they 
were two knives, three bracelets of false ptaris, a small 
looking glass, and a bead necklace. The hone neigh^ 
thr^ or four times, and I waited to hear some aniweis 
in a human vcnce, but I heard no other returns, than in 
the same dialect, only one or two a litUe shriller than Ym. 
I began to think, that this homie must belong to some 
person of great note among them, because there appeared 
'80 much ceremony, before I could gain admittance. 
But, that a man of quality should be served all by hones, 
was beyond my comprdiension. I feared my brain was 
disturbed by my sufferings and misfortunes: I roused 
myself, and looked about me in the room where I was 
left alone ; this was furnished lil^e the first, only after a 
BUM^ elegant manner. I nibbed my eyes often, bat the 
same <4)jects still occurred. I pinched my arms and 
sides to awake myself, hoping I might be in a dream. 
I ^n absolutely conchided, that all these afpear«icC8 
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icmM be Bolbiiif else but neeromancy aad magic But 
I had no tkse to punme these reflectioiis ; tor the grqr 
hene eame to the door, and made me a sign to lolloir 
jlim iato the dlifd room, where I saw a rtry c6mefy 
nrare, together with a colt and foal, sitting on theh: 
hvomhes Hpon mats oi straw, not anartMfy made, and 
perfectly neat and clean. 

The mare soon after my entrance rose from bet mat, 
md <;omHig up close, after having nicelj observed my 
hwEids and face, gave me a most contemptuous look ; and 
toming to the horse, I heard the word Yahoo often re* 
peated betwixt them ^ the meaning of which word I 
ccojM not then comprehend, although it was the first I 
had learned to pronounce ; bat I was soon better inform- 
ed, to my everlasting mortification : for the hone, beck- 
oning to me with his head, and repeating the kkiiuny 
hhuuny as he. did upon the road, which I understood was 
ta attend him, led roe' out into a kind of court, where 
W21S another building, at some distance from the house. 
Heve we entered, and I saw three of those dete&tal:^ 
creatures, which I first met ailer my landtng, feedmg 
iqpon roots, and the flesh of some anims^ which I after- 
-wards found to be that of asses and dogs, and now and 
iben a cow, dead by accident or disease. They were 
all tied by the neck with strong wyths fastened to a 
beam ; they held their food between the daws d^ their 
forefeet, and tore it with their teeth. 

The master horse ordered a sorrel nag, one of his ser- 
▼ants, to untie the largest of these animals, and take him 
into the yard. The beast and I were Inrought dose 
together ; and our countenances diligently compared 
both by master and servant, who thereupon repeated 
several times the word Yahoo. My horror and astonish- 
ment are not to be described, when I observed, in thfa 
abominable animal, a perfect human figure ; the face of 
vol.. IX. M n ] 
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it indeed was flat and broad, the DOie depcened, the 1^ 
laige, and the mouth wide: but these diifereiiceB are 
common to all savage naUons, where the lioeanents of 
the counteoauee are distorted, by the natives si^^ariiig 
their infants to lie grovellii^ on the earth, cnt b^ cuiy- 
ii^ them on their backs, imaging with their face against 
the mothers shoulders. The forefeet of the FoAm dif- 
fored froiu my hands in nothiQg else but the length d 
the nails, the coarseness and brownness of the^pahm, 
and the huriness on the backs. There was the same 
resemblance between our feet, with the same difoences; 
which I knew veiy well, though the horses did not, be- 
cause of my shoes and stockings ; the same in every 
part of our bodies, except as to hairiness and colour, 
which I have akeadj described. 

The great difficulty, that seemed to stick widi the two 
horses, was, to see the rest of my body so. verj diflferent 
from that of a Yaho0, for which I was obliged to my 
clothes, whereof they had no conception. Thescurei 
nag offered me a root, which he held(a(ler their manner, 
as we shall describe in its proper place) between his 
bo<tf and pastern; I took it in my hand, and, having 
. smelt it, returned it to him again as civilly as I conld. 
He brought out of the Yahoo's kennel a piece of ass^s 
flesh, but it smek so oflfensively, that I Uumed from it 
with loathing; he then threw it to the Fo^by wh^m 
it was greedily devoured. He afterwards shoned me 
a wisp of hay, and a fedock iiill of oats; biit I shook 
my head, to signify that neither of these were food for 
me. And indeed I now apprehended, Uiat I must.ab- 
solutdy starve, if I did not get to some of my own spe- 
cies; for as to those filthy Yakooi, altboii^h there were 
few greater lovers of mankind at that time tluo mymif, 
yet I confess, I never saw any sensitive being so det^t- 
sible on iJl accounts; and the more I came near tbeoi. 
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^ tiimre hatefol tbey grew, while I sts^ed io that coun- 
try. This the master horse observed l^ my behaviour, 
«m1 therefore sent the Yahoo back to his kenod. He 
then put his ferehoof to his mouth, at which I was much 
warpriscd, although he did it with ease, and with a mo* 
tiOQ that appeared perfectly natural; and made other 
ffigos td know what I would eat; but I could not return 
' bira such an answer as he was able to apprehend; and 
' if he had understood me, I did not see }k>w it was pos^ 
«S^e to contrive any way fer finding myself nonrish- 
«ient. While we were thus engaged, I observed a cow 
pasdng by, whereupon I pointed to her, and expressed 
a de«re to go and.mUk her. This had its effect; for 
lie led me back into the house, and ordered a mare* 
servant to open a roam, where a good store of milk lay 
In earthen and wooden vessels, after a very orderly 
and cleanly manner. She gav« me a large bowl fuU, 
4^ which I drank very heartily, ^lmI found myself well 
refre^ed. 

About noon, I saw coming towards the house, a kind 
of vehide drawn like a sledge by four Yahoos. There 
^as in it an old steed, wha seined to be of qualky ; \m 
idighted with his hindfeet forward, havii^ by accident 
got a hurt in his left forefoot He came to dine with 
our horse, who received him with great civility. They 
dined in the best room, and had oats b(H}ed iu milk for 
Ae i^econd course, which the old horse eat warm, but 
the rest cold. Their mangers were placed drcular in 
* ^e middle of the room, and ^vided into several parii* 
^ons, round which they sat on their haunches, upoii 
•ibosses of sti-aw. In the middle was a large rack, with 
smgks answering to every pardtion of the manger ; so 
that each boise and mare eat their own hay, and their 
own madi of oats and milk, with mudi decency and re* 
gularitf . The behaviour oif the young colt and foah 
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uppeared very medeit ; md Umt of the jnaster and mis' 
tressi extfemdy c^eorAil ao4 complftiMnt to didr guest. 
T)|e gnty ordeced me to st^ hj him^ and raach di^- 
poune pasfed between him and hb frteod eoQcemiog^ i&e» 
as I fo^od by the strajigejr's ofteo l^diiiiig oa me^ and 
^ freqiieat rqpetitioo of the word T^hoo* 

I happeaed to wear B17 gloves, which the master gray 
cbserviogt seemed perplejced, discoyeciag agns of woot^ 
der what I bad done to my forefeet; be put bis hool 
three or four tbnes tathem, as if he would s^^y, that 
I should reduce them to tbek former shape, which I pre- 
sently did, pulling off both my gloves, and putting theai 
into my pocket. This occainoned farther ti^ and I 
saw the etmipany was pleased with my behavioar, 
^i^iereof I soon found the good eflfects. I was ordered 
to speak the few words I understood; and, while they 
were at dinner, the nraster taught me the names for oats, 
milk, fire^ water, and some others ; which I coidd rea- 
dily pronounce after him, having fitHn my youth a great 
facility m learning languages. 

When, dinner was done, the master horse took me 
aside, and by signs and words made me understand the 
concern he was in, that I had nothing to eat. Oats in 
their tcmgue are called hlunnh. This word I pronounced 
two or three times ; for althou^ I had refiised them at 
first, yet, upon second thoughts, I considered that I 
eould coiUrive to make of them a kind of thread, whidi 
might be sufficiept, with m^ to keep me alive, tiU I 
couk) make my escape to some other country, and to 
creatures of my own species. The hone immediate 
ordered a white mare-servant of his.family to bring me 
a good .quantity (^ oats in a sort of wooden tray. These 
I heated before the fire, as well as I coidd, and rubbed 
them till the Jiusks came <^ which I made a sliift to 
winnow fiwoi the g^ain ; I ground and beat them be- 
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^ tw^n two stones, tbeo took water, and made them tnlo 
^! a paBte or cake, which I toasted at the fire, and eat 
^ warm with milk. It was at first a very insipid diet, 
« though common enough in many parts of Europe, but 
i grew tolerable by time ; and having been often reduced 
to hard fare in my life, tiiis was not the first experiment 
f I had made, how easily nature is satisfied. And I can- 
) pot but observe, that, I never had one hour's sickness, 
i' while I staid in this irfand. It is true, I sometimes 
I made a shift to catch a rabbit, or bird, by springs made 
i ^ Yehop^s hairs ; and I oftehi gathered ^rholesome 
1 heitv, which I boiled, and eat tfs sallads witli my bread ; y 
! and new and then, for a rarity^ I made a little butter, 
and drank the whey. I was at first at a great loss for 
I [ salt, but custom soon reconciled me to the want of it ; 
I and I am confident, that the frequent use of salt among 
us, is ao effect of luxury, and was fitst inttoduced only 
i m a provocative to drink, except where it is necessary 
] bt preservkig Itesh in long voyages, or in ptaoes remote 
from great markets. For we observe no animal to be 
ib»d of it but man ; and as to myself, w1i(>n I left this 
0Mintry, It was a great while before I amid endure tUe 
taste cf it in my thit^g that I eat 

Ttfis is enough to say upon the subfeet of Ay die*, 
wlierewkh other traveltets fill their books, as if the 
readers were personally concerned. Whether we fare well 
or ill. However it was necessary to dSetition this mat- 
ter, lest the worid diould MtdL It impos^le that I could 
£j]d sustenance for three years, ia inch a ooalitry, and 
amoAg such inhabitants. 

When it grew towards even^g, the master hors^ or- 
dered a place for roe to lodge in ; it was but six yftrds 
from the house, and separated from the stable of t!ie 
Yahoos. Here I got some straw, an<l covering myself 
with my own clothes, slept very sound. But I was ia a 
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ibort tine better accommodated, as the reader diaS 
know hereafter, when I come to treat mmre partkaholf 
about my way of Uyk^. 



CHAP. in. 

Tke author studies to lecam Ae languages the Homfla^ 
hrnn^ his master, assists in teaddug him. The tot* 
guage described. Several Hotyhnhmns ef qualk^ 
come out tf curiosity to se^ihe author. He gives his 
master a short account rfhis vcj^age. 

MY principal endeavour was to learn the iaagaifge, 
which my master (for so I shall henceforth caEUm) sod 
his children, and every servant of his house, were desi- 
rous to teach me. For they looked upon it asm prod^, 
that a brute animal should discover such marks (rf a rft: 
tional creature. I pointed to every thing, and inquired 
the name of it, which I wrote down in my joumal4)ook 
when I was alone, and corrected my bad accent, by de- 
siring those of the family to pronounce it often. In this 
employment, a sorrel nag, one of the under servants, vss 
very ready to assist me. 

In speaking, they pronounce through the nose and 
thi^t, and their language approaches nearest to the 
High-Dutch, or German, of any I know in .Europe; 
but is much more graceful andsignificant The £n^ 
ror Charles Y. made almost the same observation, when 
he said, "that if he w^e to speak to his horse, itshouU 
be in High-Dutch." 
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The curiosity and impatience, of my master were so 
.great, that he spent many hours (rf'his leisiure to instruct 
me. He was convinced (as be afterwards told me) that 
I must be a Yakoo ; but my teachableness, civility, and 
cleanHness, astonished him ; which were qil^ities alto- 
gether opponte to tliose animals.* He was most per- 
plexed about my clothes, reasoning sometimes with him« 
self, whether they were a part of my body; for I never 
pulled them <^till the family were asleep, and got them 
on before they waked in the morning. My master Was 
^iger to learn ^ whence I came; how I acquired tbose 
appearances ^ reason, which I discovered in alJl my 
actions; and to know my stcnry from my own moutli, 
which be hoped he should soon do« by the great profi- 
ciency C made in learning and pronouncing their words 
and sentences." To help my memory, I formed all I 
learned into the English alphabet, and writ the words 
down, with the tran8latkm8.i This last, after some time, 
I ventmred to do in my master's presence. It cost me 
VHicb trottWe to expldn to him what I was doing ; for 
the inhabitants have not the least idea of books or liters* 
ture. 

In about ten weeks time, I was able to understand 
' most of his questions; and in three months, could give 
him some tollable answers. He was extremely curious 
to know ^^ from what part of the country I came, and 
how I was taught to imitate a rational creature ; b^ 
cause the Yahoos (whom he saw I exactly resembled in 
my head, hands, and face, that weref only visible) with 
some appearance of cunning, and the strongest disposition 
to mischief, were observed to be the most unteachable of 

* * dnalities opposite to animals,* is a strange mode of exin^ssioD $ 
It ahoald he^ which were quaUties altogetiier opposite to such as be- 
longed to those animals.' S. 

f ' That were only viable*— an aml^ons phrase ; it should be,— 
* which only were visible,' &c. S. ^ . 
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aU bniies.'* I amwared, '^ that I cane wer the sea 
fiftMD a farpkee, witb mmaj othenof my own kisd, in a 
great hoHow Tessd made of tte bodies of trees: that ibj 
conpainoas ioived me to tend oo thb coast, and then 
left aae to shift for myself.'' It vat with sonie difficid- 
ty, and by the help of many sigos, that I brought him to 
understand me. He replied ^that I must needs be mis- 
taken, or that I said the thing which was not;" for they 
have no word in their kogaage to express lying or 
fakebood. ^ He knew it was imposmble, that there 
cmiA be a country beyxmd the sea, or that a parcel of 
brntea could more a wooden Ttssel wMth^they plened 
upon water. He was sme no HmOfkiiknm alive could 
make such a vessel, nor would trust F nfcaos to man* 
ageiu" 

The word H mtghuhn mj in Uieir tongue, s^nttes a 
heracy and in its etymologyy ike perfection rfnaUere. 
I told i|iy master *" that I was mt a loss fcr expres8ioB» 
but would Improve as fast a» I could; and hoped, in a 
siMirttime, I should be Me to tell ium wooden." He 
w«a pkaaed to dked his own mare, liis colt aadfa^ and^ 
the servants of the famUy, to take all opportunities of 
instmctiBg me ; and every di^, for two <n* tfafee bourse 
he wa* at the ssone pmos hiuBelf : several horses aaoA 
mares of qaidky in die neighbourhood, caoM often to 
our house, upoo the report spread of ^ a wonderiul 
YtAaOi thatcoiiki speak like a Hmtyknhnmy and seem- 
ed, in his worda and actioitt, to discover soase giimmer* 
ings of roMon.'^ These delighted to converse with me : 
tbey pnt many questions, and recevised such answers as 
I was aUe to retao. By all these advantages I nmde 
so great a progress, that, in five months from my arrival, 
I understood whatever was spokeut and could expres 
myself tolerably well. 
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!Flie Hma/hnhnmsy who came to yMtmy master out 
of a desigo of seeing and talking' ynA me, could hardly 
b|^lieve me to be a right Yahoo^ because mjrbody had a. 
different covering from others of my kind* They viere 
astonished to observe me without the usual hair or skin, 
except on my head, face, and hands ; but I dhKsovered 
that secret to my master upon an accident which happeI^^ 
ed about a fortnight before. 

I have already told the reader, that every night, when 
the family were gone to bed, it was my custom to strip, 
and cover myself with. my clothes: it happened one 
mcnming early, that my master sent for me by the sorrel 
nag, who was his valet; when he came, I was fost 
asleep, my clothes fallen off on one side, and my shirt 
above my waist. I awaked at the noise he made, and 
observed him to deliver his message in some disorder ; 
after which he went to my master, and in a great (right 
gave him a very confiised account of what he had seen ; 
^ this I presently discovered ; for, going as soon as I was 
dressed to pay my attendance upon his honour, he asked 
me ^^ tlie meaning of what his servailtliad reported, that 
I was not the same thing when I slept, as I appeared to be 
at other times; that his valet assured him, some ^art of 
me was white, some yellow, at least not so white, and 
some brown.'* 

I had hitherto concealed^ the secret of my dress, in 
order to distinguish myself, as much as possible, from 
that cursed race of Tdhms ; but now I found it in vain 
to do so any longer. Besides^ I considered that my 
clothes and shoes would soon wear out, which atready 
were in a declining condition, and must be supplied by 
some contrivance from the hides of Yahoos^ or other 
brutes ; whereby the whole secret would be known. I 
flierefore told my master, *' that in the country whence 
I came, those of my kind always covered their bodies 
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with the Inm of certaui aoimafe prepared by art, as weB 
for decency, as to avoid the indemeDciea of air, both hot 
and cold; ct which, as to my owd person, I would give 
him iromediate coavictioD, if he pleased to connnaiid 
me; only dedrlog his excuse, if I did not expose those 
parts that nature taught us to conceal." He said, ^ my 
dtscourse was all very strange, but especially the last 
part; for he could not understand, why nature dumld 
teach us to conceal what nature had given : that neither 
himself nor family were ashamed of any parts of their 
bo^es ; but, however, I might do as I pleased.'* Where* 
upon I first unbuttoned my coat, and {mlled it o£ I 
did the same with my waistcoat I drew off my shoes, 
stockings^ and breeches. I let my shirt down to my 
waist, and drew up the bottom, fastening it ^e a girdle 
dbout my middle, to hide my nake^ess. 

My master observed the whole perfbrmance with 
great signs of curiosi^ and admiration. He took up 
all my clothes in his pastern, one piece after another, 
and examined them dil^ently; he then strewed my 
body very gendy, and looked round me several tfanes; 
after which, he said, it was plain I must be a perfiect 
Yahoo i but that I differed very much fiom the rest of 
my spedes, in the softness, wMteness, and smoothness pf 
my Am; my want of hair in several parts of ray^body; 
the shape and shortness of my claws behind and before; 
and my affectation of walking continually on my two 
tinder feet. He desired to see no more ; and gave flue 
leave to put on my clothes again, for I was sfaudderiog 
with cold. 

I expressed my uneasiness at his giving me so ofiea 
the appellation of Yahoo^ an odious animal, for which 
I had so utter a hatred and contempt : I begged be 
would forbear applying that word to me, and ms^e the 
same order hi his family, and among his fri^ds whom 
he sq^fered losee me. I requested likmbe, ^ thai the 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO THE HOUYHNHNMS. 267 

seoret of my baviDg a hike coveriog to my bo^, mi^t 
be known to none but himself at least as long as my pr^ 
sent dotbii^ should last ; for, a^ to what the scnrrel nag 
fan vakfc had observed, his honour might comman^blm 
to conceal it." 

An this my master veiy graciously consented to, and 
Aus the secret was kept till my clothes b^an to wear 
out, which I was forced, to supply by sevaral contri- 
vances, that shall hereafter be mentioned. In the mean 
time, he desired ^ I would go on with my utmost dili- 
gence to learn thdr language, because he was more a8to« . 
nished at my capacity for speech and reason, than at the 
figmfe of my body, whether it were covered w not;'* 
adding, ** that he waited with some impatience to hear 
Ae wonders, which I ^omised to tell him." 
^ Theneefcrward he doubled the pains he had been at 
to instruct me ; he brought m^ into all company, and 
made them treat me with civility : '* because,'' as he 
tM them privately, ^' this wpuld put me into good hu- 
mour, and make me mcnre diverting." 

Every day, wh^ I waited on him, beside the trouble 
he was at in teachiiig, he would ask me several questions 
eottoeming myself which I answered as well as I could ; 
«nd, by these means^he had already received some gene- 
ral i^as, though very imperfect. It would be tedious 
to^ relate the several steps by which I advanced to a 
more regular conversation; but the first account I gave 
of myself in any order and length was to this purpose : 

' ^ That I came from a very far country, as I already 
had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more of my 
own ^pedes ; that we travelled upon the seas in a great 
hollow vessel made of wood, and larger than his honour's 
house. I described the diip to him in the best tenns I 
could, and explained, by the help of my handkerchief 
iKsplayed, bow it was driven (brward by the wind 
M 3 
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ThM apes t qnarrel tmodg m^ I waascft aidiaie0Q 
tUi cMsk^ iviieie I irtlted farward^ wMnnt koowim 
wUikcr, tiU he ddii^efcd me from the pefseciitioa of 
theie execrable Yaktm*^* He «^d lae, ** who ma^ 
the shipi aod how it was posBible that the Htm ght i k m m 
of my coautiy, would hsave it to the nraBageroeiitof 
hmtcft ?'' My answer was, ^ that I durst proceed do 
farther ia 017 relatioo, hdIqss he woidd give rae fah 
vesd aod hononr that he would not be trended, and 
tiien I wiQuld tell hioi the wondars I had ao often pio^ 
fldsed»" He agreed ; and I wgbX on b^ aeswrkig Mm, 
diat die ship was made by cieatures like myself; iriMH 
in all the comtiies I had travdled, as well as in 07 
own, were the only goveising, rationed animab; aod 
that upon my arrivd^ hiAer, I was as much astonished 
ta see the Hotq/knhmns act like ratkmal beings, as be, 
m hk fneods^ could be, in finding some marl» of res* 
son in a creature, he was pleased to call a TtAoe; to 
irtddt I owned my resemblance in eyery part, but could 
not account for their degenerate and brutel nature.** I 
aaidfardier, ^ that if good foitune ever restored aie to 
iqr native couDtry, to i^te my travels hither^ as I le* 
solved) to do, every bvdy woald beHeve, that I: said tte 
tli^ dat was^oat f that I kivented ^ rtwy out ef my 
airn head^ and (with all posiiMe respect toliimseK bh 
frndly, andlMeDdS) and under his- promise of oat beiag 
offiQded) mat oomitrymen would hardly thSnk it pnlb^ 
Ue» ^9tt^Hmighmhnm should be Ae presiding creature 
ef a awtioii, aad a KAoo^bebnite.^ 

* it diould bar^ uprnw^mainlitmi^ »* * aattel Mte/ 
which JMWtJSnsI^ ^ 
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CHAP. IV, 

7%iHmnfktthnm*sn$iimefifuih and falsehood. The 
auAm-'s discmarse dhapprmftd iy his masUr. The 
mOhor gives a more paartkHlar mccowU of AtniM^ 
a^^amdmis ef hisviiffijige. 

MY maeitar beard me widi great appearenees of tto- 
aarfoesB in lus coanteDrace f beeauBe, ddubdog, or not 
belkving, areso Kttle kBownin this comtry, that the ia- 
habitantg eaoDot tell how to bdmye themselves under 
floeh drcaniBtaDcei. And I raaendieiv in frequent dit- 
cmirses -widi mj master coDceming the nature of map- 
hood in othor pnrts of the worh^ havii^ occasion to talk 
of Ijrkig, «U)d feke representation, it was with much diffi- 
asikf that he compreh^ided what I meant ; although he 
bad otherwise a mest acute judgment For be argued 
thus : '^ that the use of speech was to make us undentand 
one another, and to recess informatioo of facts ; now, if 
anj one said the thing which was not^ tfaese ends were 
^ftfated, because I cannd property be snd to under- 
0taad him : and I am so fo from receirii^ information, 
that he leaves ne worse than in ignorance; for I am led 
to believe a thing Mack, when it is white; «]d Aer^ 
-when it is kmg.^' And these were all the notions he 
bad concenung that faculty of lying, so perfectly well 
understood, and so uniirersalty practised, among httanoi 
creatures. 

To return from thin digression; when I asserted that 
the Yaho9s were the only governing anmials in my 
country, which my master said, was s^together past his 
conception, he desired to know, '^ nvhether we had 
Hwyhnknms among us, and what was their emplc^* 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



270 eULUTER'S TRAVEUS: PART IV^ 

ment ?'' I toM him, ^^ we had great numberB ; that in 
BUDHiier, they grazed in the fields; and in winter, were 
kept in houses with hay and bats, whare FakM^ser▼aots 
were employed to rub their skins smooth, comb their 
manes, pick their feet, serve them with food, and malLe 
their beds.'' ^ I understand you well,'' said my mas- 
ter; '* it is now very plain from all you have spdten, 
that wliatever share of reason *the Yahoos pretend to^ 
the Hwfflmknms are your mastars; J heartily wish one 
Yahoos would be so tractaUe." I begged ^his hcffiow 
would please to excuse me from proceedilig any farther, 
because I was very certain that the account he expec^^ 
ed from me, would be highly d£plea^g." But he'''' in- 
sisted in commanding me to let him know the best and 
the worst I told him "' he riiould he obeyed." I own- 
ed ^ that the Houyhnhmns among us, whom we called 
horses, were the most generous and comely animal we 
had; that they excelled in strength and swiftness; and 
when they belonged to peisons of quality, were employ* 
ed in travelHng, radng, or drawing chariots ; they were 
treated with much kindness and care, till they fell into 
diseases, or became foundered in the feet; but then they 
were sold, and used to all Idnd of drudgery till tbey 
died ; after which, their skins were stripped, and^adid 
lor tvhat they were worth, and their bodies left to be de- 
voured by dogs and birds of prey. But the common 
race of horses had not so good f[»rtune; being kept by 
farmers and carriers, and other mean people^ who put 
them to greater labour, and fed them worse." I de- . 
scribed, as well as I could, our way of riding ;. the shape 
and use of a bridle, a saddle, a spur, and a whip; of har- 
ness, and wheels. I added, <' that we fastened plates d* 

* * Inaisted io commanding,* is not Englidi ; it digiild be, * per- 
iisted io commaBdiog,* &c. 8. 
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t certain baid substance, called iron, at the bottom of 
Aeir feet, to preserve their hoofs from beii^ brd^en by 
the stony ways, on which we often travelled." 

liy master, after some expressions of great indignation, 
wondered <^ how we dared to venture upon a Hmyhnhnm^s 
back; for he was sure, that the weakest servant in his 
hoitte, would be able to shake off the strongest Yahoo ; 
or by lying down, and rolling on his back, squeeze the 
bnite to death." I answered, ^* that our horses were 
trained up, from three or four years old, to the several 
uses we intended them for ; that if any of them proved 
intolerably vicious, they were employed for carriages; 
that they were severely beaten, while they were youug^ 
inr any mischievous tricks ; that the males, designed f<Mr 
the common use of riding or draught, were generally caa- 
traled about two years after their birth, to take down 
ibeir ^irits, and* make them more tame and gentle ; that 
tliey wore indeed sensible of rewards and punishments^ 
but fits honour would please to consider, that they had 
not the least tincture of reason, any more than the 
Yahoos in this country." 

It pat me to the pains of many circQmlocutions, to 
pve my master a right idea of what I spoke ; for their 
language does not abound in variety of words, because 
tfaeur wants and passions are fewer than among us. But 
it is impossible to express his noble resentment at our 
savage treatment of the Houyhnknm race ; particularly 
after I had explained the manner and use of castrating 
horses among us, to hinder them from propagating their 
khid, and to render than more servile. He said, ^ if it 
weire possiUe there could be any country where Yahoos 
alone were endued with reason, they certainly must be the 
governing animal; because reason in time wlU alwayi 
prevail against bnital strength. But, considering the 
frame of our bodies^ and especially of ndne^ he thought 
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no creature, of equal bulk, tras flo ffi contrived for em^ 
plojiog that reason in the common offices of life;'^ 
whereupon, he desired to know ^ whether those among 
whom I liTed, resembled me or the Yakoos of hiscoun- 
tiy.'' I assured him, ^ that I was as well shaped as 
most of my age : but the younger, and the females, were 
WBOiA more soft and tender, and the duns of the latter, 
jgenewflly as white as milk.*' He said, •* I differed in- 
deed from other Yahoos, being much more cleanty, and 
not altogether so deformed, but, in point of reai ad- 
vantage, he thought I differed for the worse. That my 
nails were of no use either to mj fore or hitder feet ; as 
to my forefeet, he could not properly call them by that 
name, for he never observed me to walk upon them ; that 
they were too soft to bear the ground ; that I generally 
went wkh them uncovered ; neither was the covering I 
sometimes wore on them of the same shape, or 'so strong 
as that on my feet behind. That~^I coidd not walk with 
any seaurity, for if either of my hinder feet slipped, I 
must inevitably fall." He then b^an to find fault with 
other parts of my body : " the flatness of my face, the 
prominence of my nose, mine eyes placed directly in 
front, so that I could not look on either side, without 
turning my head : that I was not able to feed myself 
without Ming one of my forefeet to my mouth : and 
therefore nature had placed those joints to answer that 
necesdty. He knew not what coidd be the use of 
those several clefts and divisions in my feet behind ; that 
these were too soft to bear the hardness and sharpness of 
holies, without a covering made from the skin of some 
other brute ; that my whole body wanted a fence against 
heat and cold, which I was forced to put on and off every 
day, with tediousness and ti-ouble. And lastly, that he 
observed every animal in this countly natural^ to abhor 
the Yahoos^ whom the weaker avoided, and the stionger 
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drove froiD them. So tlutt, suppodng us to have the gi(l 
of reason, he could not see how it ware possible to cure 
that tmtural euitipathj, which eveacy creature discovered 
i^gaiBst us; nor coosequently how we could tame and 
render than serviceable. However, he would,*' as he 
said ^ debate the matter no farther, because he was 
moire desirous to know my own story, the countiy where 
I was born, and tbe several actions and events of mj 
life, before I came hither." 

I assured him, " how extremely dedrous I was that 
he slumld be satisfied in every point ; but I doubted 
much, whether it would be possible for me to explain 
myself on several subjects, whereof his honour could have 
no coDceptioB ; because I saw nothing in his ccmntry, to 
which I could resemble them. That however I would 
do ray best, and strive to express myself by sknilitudess 
humbly desiring his assistance when I wanted proper 
words ;" which he was pleased to promise me. 

I daid, ^ my birtli was of honest parents, in an island 
called England; which was remote from his country, as 
many days journey as the strongest of his honour's ser- 
vants could travel in the annual course of the sun. That 
I was bred a surgeon, whose trade it is to cure wound? 
and Jmrts in the body, gotten by accident or violence ; 
thai my country was governed by a female man, whom 
we called queen. That I left it to get riches, whereby 
I Dii^t maintsdn ngrgelf and family when I should re- 
ttim. That, in my last visage, I was commander of the 
Mp^ and had about My Yuhoes under me, many of 
which died at sea, and I was forced to supply them fay 
otbera picked out from several nations. That our ship 
wm twice ki danger of bdng sunk; the first time by a 
l^reat stcxm ; and the second, by strikhig agsunst a rock.'' 
Here my master interposed, by adLiog me, ^' how I could 
peiBttade strai^ien, out of diiferent coimtries, to venture 
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with me, after the losses I had sustained, and the hazards 
I had run ?" I said, "^ they were fellows of desperate 
fortunes, forced to fly from the places of their Urth on 
account of their poverty or thdr crimes. Some were 
undone by lawsuits; others spent all they had in drink« 
ing; whoring, and gaming; others fled for treason ; many 
for murder, theft, poisoning, robbery, peijury, forgery, 
c<nn]ng false money, for committing rapes, or sodomy; 
for flying from their colours, or deserting to the enemy ; 
and roost of them had broken prison ; none of these durst 
return to their native countries, for fear of being hanged, 
or of starving in, a jml ; and therefore they were under 
a necessit]^ of seeking a livelihood in other places." 

During this discourse, my master was pleased to inter* 
nipt me several times. I had made use of many cir- 
cumlocutions, in describing to him the nature of the 
several crimes for which most of our crew had been 
forced to fly their country. This labour took up seve* 
ral days conversation, before he was able to comprehend 
me. He was wholly at a loss to know, what could be 
the use or necessity of pitetising those vices. To dear 
up which, I endeavoured to give some ideas of the de- 
sire of power and riches; of the terrible effects of lust, 
intemperance, malice and envy. All this I was forced 
to define and describe by putting cases, and making sup- 
positions. After which, Uke one whose imagination was 
struck with something never seen or heard of before, he 
would lift up his eyes with amazement and indignation. 
Power, government, war, law, punishment, and a thou- 
sand other things, had no terms, wherein that language 
could express them ; which made the difficulty stooet 
insuperable, to give my master any conception of what 
I meant But being of an excellent understaodtng, 
much improved by contemplation and c^verse, he at last 
anived at $i competent knowledge of what human nature^ 
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iQ our parts of the world, is capable to perilnrm, md de- 
sired I would give him some particidar account of that 
laud which we call £urq[>e, but especiall7 of my own 
•ouutiy. 



CHAP. V. 

Tlu auOuKT^ at his masUr^s cmnmani^ istforms bim of the 
state ef EngUmd. The causes tf war ammig ike 
princes of Europe. The omOwt b^ins to explain the 
English constitution. 

. THE reader may please to observe, that the follow* 
log extract of many conversations I had with my master, 
contains asiunmary of the most material points, which 
were discoursed at several times for above two years ; 
his honour often deiiring fuller satisfaction, as I farther 
im^ved in the Hewfhnhnm tongue. I laid before 
him, as wen as I could, the whole state of Europe; I 
discoursed of trade and manufactures, of arts and 
sciences; and the answers I gave to all the questions he 
made, as they arose upon several subjects, were a fund 
of conversation not to be exhausted. But I shall here 
only set down the substance of what passed between us, 
concerning my own country, reducing it in order as well 
as I can, without any regard to time or other ckcum- 
stances, while I strictly adhere to truth. My only con- 
cern is, that I shall hardly be able to do justice to my 
master's arguments and expressions, which must needs 
suffer by my want of capacity, as well as by a transla- 
tion into our barbarous English. 
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In dbedieiM9e» t^ereibre, to hh hooeur's conmtaDds^ I 
tdtted to him the revoltirtioD under ibe prince of Orange) 
tiie iMg v^ wUh FrftBee) entered iiAo by the said 
prince, and renewed by his successor, the present qneen ; 
wherein the greatest powers of Christendom were ei^ag- 
ed, and which still continued : I computed at hb request, 
*^ that about a million of Yahoos might have been killed 
in the whole progress of it ; and perhaps a hundred or 
inoi-e cities taken, and five times as many ships burnt or 
sunk." 

He asked roe '' what were the usual causes or nio^ 
lives that flwide one ceufrtry go to war with another P' 
I answered, " They were incameraMe ^ but I should 
only meoUosi a few of the chief. Sometimes, the ambi- 
tion of princes, who never think they have land or peo» 
pie enough to govern. Sometimes, the corruption of 
fbinisfterB) who eogs^ dieir master in a war, in order to 
stifle or divert the clamour of the sublets against their 
€Til administraiioQ. IM^rence in opfinions his co^ 
many milHens of lives; for instance, whether flesh be 
Mead, or bread be iSesh ; whether the juice of a cartaift 
berry be-blood or wine;* whether whistling be a vke or 
a virtue;! whetlicr it be better to k!s8apost,ortfirowit 
into the fire ; J what is the best colour for a coat, whether 
black, white, red, or gray ; and whether it diocdd be 
longer short, narrow or wide^ dirty or clean, with many 
more.§ Neither are any wars so furious and bloody, or 
of so long conthiuance, as those occasioned by difierenoe 
in opinion, especially if it be in thiu|s indifferent. 

" Sometimes the quarrel between two princes, is to de* 
cide which of them shall dispossess a thitd of his domio* 
ions, wli^e neither of them pretend to any r%fat. 

* TransubstaDtiation. H. f ChorcL Musie. H. X Klning a 
crow. H. § The colour and make of sacred vestmeBt8,and cKfiferctt 
orders of popish ecclesiastics. H. 
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Sometimes ciae prince quambmlh aoother for fear tbe 
other should qnwEd with km* Sometnoes a war h eo^ 
tered upoo^ b^ause the enem^ia too strong | aad eome- 
times, beeswse he ia too weak. Sometimes our nei^ 
txNira waot the thipgs which we hare, or have the things 
wliich we want, and we both fight, till they take oursi 
or §^ve OS theirs. H is a rer j justifialde cause oi a 
wsur, to invade a couotry afiar the people have beiba 
wasted by famine, destroyed by pestilence, or embroil- 
ed by fa<^ioQB avoag themselves. It is justifiable to 
enter Soto war against our nearest ally, when one of bk 
towns lies convenient for us, or a territoiy of land, that 
would render opr dominic«6 rmind and compact. If a 
prince sends fojtes into a ns^on, where the people are 
poor and ignoi*ant; he may lawftilly put half of them to 
deatlv and make sliives of the rest, in order to civilize 
and reduce them from their barbarous way of living. It 
is a very kingly, honourable,- and frequent practice, 
when one pruice desires the assistance of another, to de- 
cure him against an invasion, that the assistant, when he 
hasdriven wit the invader, should seize on the dominions 
bsoself, and kill, imprison, or banish the prince he came 
to relieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is a frequent 
cause of war between princes ; and the nearer the kin- 
dred is, the greater their disposition to quarrel : poor na- 
tions are hungry, and rich nations are proud : and pride 
and hunger will ever be at variance. For these reasons, 
the trade <tf a soldier is held the most honourable of all 
others ; because a soldier is a Yahoo hired to kill, in cold 
blood, as many of his own species, who have never of- 
£^ed him, as possibly he can. 

«* There is likewise a kind of beggarly princes in Eu- 
rope, not able to make war by themselves, who hire out 
tbeir troops to richer nations, for so much a day to each 
man; of which they keep three-fourths to themselves. 
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«i^ it is the best part of their maintenance ; such are 
those in many northern parts of Europe." 

*^ What you have told me," said my master, " upon 
the subject of war, does indeed discover most admirs^lj 
the eifects of that reason you pretend to : however it is 
happy that the shame is greater than the danger ; and 
that nature has left you utterly incapable of doing much 
mischief. F<nr, your mouths lying flat with your faces, 
you can hardly bite each other to any purpose, unless by 
consent Then *as to the claws upon your feet bef<»re 
udd behind, they are so short and tender, that one o( our 
Yahoos would drive a dozen of yours before him. And 
therefore in recounting the numbers of those who have 
been killed in battle, I cannot but think you have said 
the thing which is not" 

I could not forbear shaking my head, and smiling a 
little at his ignorance. And being no stranger to the 
art of war, I gave him a description of cannons, eulve- 
rins, muskets, carabines, pistols, bullets, powder, sworck, 
bayonets, battles, sieges, retreats, attach undermines, 
countermines, bon^ardments, seafights, ships sunk witb 
a thousand men,' twenty thousand killed on each side, 
dying groans, limbs flying in the air, smc^e, noise, con- 
fusion, trampling to death under horses feet, flight, pur* 
suit, victory ; fields strewed with carcasses, left for food 
to dogs and wolves, and birds of prey; plunderiog» 
stripping, ravishing, burning and destroying. And to 
set f€)(^h the valour of my own dear countr3rmen, I as- 
sured him, " that I had seen them blow up a hundred 
enemies at once in a siege, and as many in a sUp ; and 
beheld the dead bodies drop down in pieces fi^m the 
clouds, to the great diversion of the spectators.'** 

* It would perhaps be impossible, by the most laboured axjsmnenti 
or forcible eloquence, to show the absurd injustice and horrid craeltj 
of war so effectually, as by this simple exhibttloQ of them in a new 
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I was going on to more particulara, when my master 
commanded me sileoee. He said <' whoever uodastood 
the nature of Tdhoos^ might easily believe it possible 
hr^ vUe an animal to be capable of every action I had 
named, if their strength and cunning equalled their ma- 
lice. But as my discourse had increased his aUior- 
rence of the whole species, so he found it gave him a 
disturbance in his mind, to which he was wholly a stran- 
ger before. He thought his ears, being used to such 
abominable words, might by degrees admit them with 
less detestation : that although he hated the Yahoos of 
this country, yet he no more blamed them for their 
odious qualities, than he did a gvmayh (a bird of prey) 
for its cruelty, or a sharp stone fcnr cutting his hoof. But, 
when a creature pretending to reason could be capable 
of such enormities, he dreaded, lest the corruption of that 
faculty, might be worse than brijitality itself, fie 
seemed therefore confident, that instead of reason, we 
-were only possessed of some quality, fitted to increase 
our natural vices; as the reflection from a troubled 
stream returns the image of an ilUhapen body, not only 
larger bat more distorted." 

light: with war, including every species of iniquity and every art of 
destruction, we become familiar by degrees under specious terms, 
which are seldom examined, because they are learned at an age, in 
which the mind implicitly receives and retains whatever is impress- 
ed ; thus it happen^, that when one man murders another to gratify 
his hist, we shudder \ but when one man murders a million to gratify 
'his vanity, we approve and we admire, we envy and we applaud. If, 
when thu and the preceding pages are read, we discover with asto- 
nishment, that when the same events have occurred in history we 
felt no emotion, and acquiesced in wars which we could not but know 
to have been commenced for such causes, and carried on by soch 
tneaDS ; let not him be censured for too much debasing his species, 
who has contributed to their felicity and preservation, by stripping 
oiflTthe veil of custom and prejudice, and holding upj in their native 
deformity, -the vices by which they become wretched, and the arts by 
which they are destroyed. H. 
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He added, '^ that he had heard tcM> tnuchupoD the 
suti^ect of war» both in this and tome Ibrmer d^sGouiBes. 
Thare was anothx^r pouit, irhkh a littk perplexed him 
at present. I had in^med bun» t^ some of our ctew 
lelt their countfj on account of being rained by law; 
that I bad alMady ei^plained the meanii^ of the word ; 
but he was at ft loss how it should cotne to pass, that the 
law, which waii intended for every man's presenratioii, 
should be any man's ruin. Therefore, he desked to be 
farther satisfied what I meant by law, and die diif^eoaers 
thereof according to the present practice in my own 
country : because he thought nature and reason were 
sufficient guides for a reasonable animal, as we pretended 
to be, in showing us what he ought to do, and what to 
avoid." 

I assured his. honour, ^' that law was a science. In 
which I had not much convei-sed, farther than by era- 
ploying advocates in vain, upon some injustices that had 
been done me; however, I would give him all the satis- 
faction I was able." 

I said, '*' there was a society of men araoi^ us, bred 
up from their youth in the art of proving, by worda mul J 
tiplied for the purpose, that white is black, and black k 
white, accwding as they are paid. To this society all 
-the rest of the people are slaves. For example, if my 
neighbour has a mind to my cow, he has a lawyer to 
prove Aat he ought to have my cow from me. I mtiBt 
then hire another to defend my right, it being against all 
rules of law, that any man should be allowed to spea^ for 
himself. Now, in this case, I, who am the right owner, 
lie under two great disadvantages : first, my lawyer, 
being practised almost from his cradle in defending Matb- 
hood, is quite out of his element when he would be an 
advocate for justice, which is an unnatural office he al- 
ways attempts with great aukwardness, if not with ill 
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will. The second disadyaotage is, that my lawyer must 
proceed with great caution, or else he will be reprimand- 
ed by the judges,^ and abhcnrred by his brethren, as one 
that would lessen the [Hractice of the law. And there- 
fore I have but two methods to preserve my cow. The 
first is, to gain over my advc^rsary's lawyer with a double 
fee, who will then betray his client by insinuating, that 
he has justice on his side. The second way is, for my 
lawyer to make my cause appear as unjust as he cao, 
by allowing the cow to belong to my adversary : and 
this, if it be skilfully done, will certainly bespeak the 
favour of the bench. Now your honour is to know, 
that these judges are persons appointed to decide all 
controversies of property, as well as for the trial of crimi- 
nals, and picked out from the most dexterous lawyers, who 
are grown old or lazy ; and having been biassed all their 
lives against truth and equity, lie under such a fatal ne- 
cessity of favouring fraud, perjury, and oppression, that 
I have known some of them refuse a large bribe from the 
ride where justice lay, rather than injure the faculty, 
by doing any thing unbecoming their nature or. their 
office. 

^ It is a maxim among these lawyers, that whatever 
baa beeu done before, may legally be done again; and 
therefore they take special care to record all the deci- 
sions formerly made against common justice, and the 
general reason of mankind. These, under the name of 
precedents, they produce as authorities to justify the most 
ioiquitous opinions, and the judges never fail of directing 
accordingly* 

** In pleading, they studiously avoid entering into the 
merits of the cause ; but are loud, violent, and tedious, in 
dwelling upon all circumstances which are not to the 
purpose. For instance, in the case ahready mentioned 
th^ never desire to know what claim or title my adyer- 

voL. IX. w . n ] 
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My hn to iny cow; butwfaedicar the said cow were red 
or black; her horns loog or sh^nrt ; wtiother the field I 
9«Ee heriiiberoaDdolrsqaM«; whether she wasndlk^ 
«t home or abroad; what diseaaea she k subject to, aad 
ttieMe; aftCT which they consult pretedeots, acgoora 
Ae ctMse from time to time, and ki tmi,tweDtf,or ibktf 
years, come to an issue. 

^ It is likewise lo be obsierred, that tiibdoclety hasn 
{leculiar cant and jargon of their owii, tlmt iio oAer tmA> 
lal can tmd^arstiuid, and wherein all their laws are witt 
ten, which they tdLe special care to multiply ; wherdlrf 
they have wholly confounded the xrety essence of truth 
and fahiehood, of right atid wtong; so that k wHl take 
thirty years to decide, wheAer the teld, left me by my 
ancestors kv sis generations, belongs to me, or to a 
stranger three hundred miles off. 

^ In the trial of persons accused for Crimes s^aiust 
tiie state, the method is much more diort and commeod- 
Me : the judge first sends to sound the disposition of 
those in power, after which he can ea^ly hai^ or save a 
criminal, stricUy preserving all due forms of law." 

Here my master interposing, said, ^' it was a pi^, 
that creatures endowed with such ptddigiods alHlitias of 
mind, as these lawyers, by the description I gave of 
them, mu^t certainly be, were not rather encouraged to 
be instructors of others in wisdom and knowledge." In 
answer to which I assured his honour, *' that in all 
points out of their own trade, they were usually the 
most ignorant and stupid generation among us, the most 
despicable in common conversation, avowed enemies to 
all knowledge and learning, and equally disposed to 
pervert the general reason of mankind, in every oth^ 
mibject of discourse, as in that of their own profession." 
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CHAP- VI. 

A contimalim ef the state ^ England undm* Quee» 
Jtme. The ckaraicter of a first tnmi^er tf stiUe i» 
Ewrcpean cernis**^ 

My master was yet wholly at a loss to understaiid 
what motives could iocite this race of lawyers to per- 
plex, disquiet, and weary themsdves, and engage in a 
confederacy of injustice, merely for the sake of injuring 
thdr fellow-animals ; neither could he comprehend what 
I meant in saying, tiiey did it for hire. Whereupon I 
was at much pains to describe to him the use of money, 
the matenals it was made of, and the value oi the me- 
tals; ^' that when a Yahoo had got a great store of this 
precious substance, he was able to purchase whatever be 
had a mind to, the finest clothing, the noblest houses^ 
great traets of land, the most costly n^ats and drinks; 
and have his choice of the most beautifiil females. 
Therefor^ nmce money alone was aUe to perform dl 
these feats, our Yahoos thought they could never have 
enough of it to spend, or to save, as they found them- 
setves inclined, from their natural bent, either to profit- 
sion or avarice. That the rich man enjoyed the fruit 
of the poor man's labour, and the latter were a diou- 
sand to one in proportion to the former. That the bulk 
of our people were forced to live nusorably, by labour- 
ing every day for small wages, to make a few live pl^- 
tifuUy.'' 

I enlarged myself much on these, and many other 
particulars to the same purpose; but his honour was 
still to seek ; for he went upon a supposition, that all 
animals had a title to their share in die productions of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



284 OULUVER'S TRAVELS: PART IT. 

the earth* and especially those who presided over the 
rest. Therefore he desired I would let him know, 
** what these costly meats were, and how any of us hap- 
pened to want them ?'* Whereupon I enumerated as 
many sorts as came into my head, with the various me- 
thods of dressing them, which could not be done without 
sending vessels by sea to every part of the world, as well 
for liquors to drink as for sauces, and innumerable other 
conveniences. I assured him '^ that this whole globe of 
earth must be kt least three tim^ gone round, before 
one of our better female Yahoos couW get her breakfast, 
or a cup to put it/in.'' He said, ^ that must needs be a 
miserable country which cannot furnish food for its own 
Inhabitants. But what he chieffy wondered at was how 
such vast tracts of ground, as I described, should be 
wholly without fresh water, and the people put to the 
necessity of sending over the sea for. drink.** I re- 
plied, " tjiat England (the dear place of my nativity) 
was computed to produce thi-ee times the quantity of 
food more tlian its inhabitants are able to consume, as 
well as liquors extracted from grain, or pressed out of 
the fruit of certain trees, which made excellent drink; 
and the same proportion in every other convenience of 
life. But in order to feed the luxury and intemperance 
of the males, and the vanity of the females, we sent 
away the greatest part of our necessary things to other 
countries, whence in return we brought the materials 
of diseases, folly, and vice, to ^end among ourselves. 
Hence it follows of necessky, that vast numbers of our 
peo'ple are compelled to seek their livelihood by beg^ 
ging, robbing, stealing, cheating, pimping, flatterii^, 
fiubornlog, forswearing, forging, gaming, lying, (awning, 
hectoring, voting, soribbliog, star-gazing, poisoning, 
whoring, canting, libelling, free-thinking, and the like 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A VOYAGE TO THE HOUYHNHNMS. 285 

occupations :" every one of which tenns I was at much 
pains to make him understand. 

*' That wine was not imported among us from foreign 
countries^ to supply the want of water, or other drinks, 
but because it was a sort oi liquid, which made us merry 
by putting ps out of our senses, diverted all melancholy 
thoughts, begat wild extravagant imaginations in the 
brain, raised our hopes, and banished our fears ; sus- 
pended every oflice of reason for a time, and deprived 
us of the use of our limbs, till we fell into a profound 
sleep ; although it must be confessed, that we always 
awaked sick and dispuited ; and that the use of this 
liquor filled us with diseases, which made our lives un* 
comfortable and short, 

^ But beside all this, the bulk of our people suppcnted 
themselves by furnishing the necessities, or conveniences 
of life, to the rich, and to each other. For instance, 
when I am at home, and dressed as I ought to be, I 
i^any 00 my body the workmanship of a hundred 
tradesmen : the building and furniture of my hoiute, em* 
ploy as many more, and five tiroes the number to adora 
my wife." 

I was going on to tell him of another sort of people, 
"who get their livelihood by attending the sick, having, 
upon some occasions, informed his honour, that many of 
my crew had died of diseases. But here it was with 
the utmost difficulty, that I brought him to apprehend 
what I meant. ^ He could easily conceive, that a 
JJotyhnhnm grew weak and heavy ^ few days before 
his death, or by some accident might hurt a limb ; but 
that nature, who works all things to perfection, should 
suffer any pains to breed in our bodies, he thought im- 
possible, and desired to know the reason of so unaccount- 
able an evil." 
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I toM bim, ** we f(Nl on a tfaoasand things, which ope- 
tated contrary to each other; that we eat when we 
were not hungry, and drank without the provocation of 
thirst ; that we sat whole nights drinking stroi^ liquOTS, 
without eating a bit, whidi disposed us to sloth, inflsiB* 
ed our bodies, and precipitated or prevented digestioo. 
That prostitute female Yahoos acquired a eertdn mala- 
djr, which tared rottenness in tlie bones of those wlio fell 
into their embraces; that this, and many other diseases, 
were propagated from father to son; so that great num- 
l)ers come into the world with complicated maladies 
upon them ; that it would be endless to give him a cata^ 
logue of alt diseases incident to human bodies, for they 
could not be fewer than five or six hundred, spread over 
avery Kmb and joint; in short, every part, external and 
intestine, having diseases appropriated to itself. To re- 
medy which, there was a sort of people bred up among itf 
in the profession, or pretence, of curing the sidL And 
because I had some ski!! in the faculty, I would, in gra- 
titude to his honour, let him know the ,whole mysteiy 
and method by which they proceed. 

*^ Their fundamental is, that all diseases arise from 
depletion; whence they conclude, that a great evacua- 
fion of the body is necessary, either through the natu- 
ral passage, or upward at the mouth. Their next busi- 
ness is, from herbs, minerals, gums, oils, shells, salts, 
juices, seaweed, excrements, barks of trees, serpents, 
toads, frogs, spiders, dead roen^s flesh and bones, birds, 
beasts, and fishes, to form a composition, for smell and 
taste, the most abominable, nauseous, and detestable, 
they can possibly contrive, which the stomach immedi- 
ately rejects with loathing, and this they call a vomit ; 
or else, from the same storehouse, witli some other poi- 
sonous additions, they command us to take in at the ori- 
fice above or below (just as the physician then faa|^pei« 
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^ be disposed) a medidoe equally annoTiiig and dift- 
«i««ifal to the boweb;- which, relaxiiig the belly, drive? 
doTHi all before U; aod thk they call a iMirge, or % 
clyster. For aatiure (as the physiciaDB all^e) bayiag 
intended the aiperi^nr anterior orifice, ot^ for the in* 
tioaiisswn of solids and Kquids, and the inferior poslcit- 
mr for e>sction; these artists,* ingemously eonsidering 
that in all diseases nature is forced out of heic seat, tbnr*- 
*wre to replace her in it, the body must be treated in a 
manner directly contrary, by interchangmg the use <^ 
each orifice; forcing solids and liquids in at the aniifl^ 
and making evacuations at the mouth. 

•' But, besi^real diseases, we are subject to many 
diat are only imaginary, fwr whidi the physicians Jiave 
invented imagmary cures; these have theur several 
names, and so have the drugs that are proper for them ; 
and with these our female Yahoos are always infested 
** One great excellency in this tribe, is theur skill at 
prognostics, wherefiilfiey geldoill M[; tfi^ fmdictlons 
in real diseases, when Uiey rise to any degree of malig- 
nity, generally portending death, which is always in 
their power, when recovery is not : and therefore, upon 
any.unespected signs of amendment, after they have 
pronounced thelc s^tence, rather than be accused as 
false prophets, they know how to ap[»rove their sagacity 
to the world, by a seasonable dose. 

** They are likewise of special use to husbands an^ 
wives who are grown weary of their mates ; to eldest 
sons, to great miniver* of state, and often to princes." ^ 
I had formerly, upon occasion, discoursed with my 
master upon the nature of government in general, and 
particularly of our own excellent constitution, deserved^ 



* These artists, is a nominative, without any verb to which it t*e^ 
fers in the remainder of the sentence. S. 
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Ij the wonder and envy of the whole world. Bat havii^ 
here accidentallj mentioned a minister of state, be com- 
manded me some time after to inform him, '* what spe- 
des of Yahoo I particularly meant by that appellation.'* 

I told him, ** that a first or chief minister of state, who 
was the person I intended to describe, was a creature 
wholly exempt from joy andgrk^ love and hatred, pity 
and ang^ ; at least, makes use of no other pasdons, but 
a violent desire of wealth, power, and titles; that he ap- 
plies his words to all uses, except to the indication of his 
mind; that he never tells a truth, but with an intent 
that you i^ould take it for a lie; nor a lie, but with a 
design that you should take it for a truth ; that those 
he q)eaks worst of b^ind their backs, are in the surest 
way of preferment ; and whenever he begins to praise 
you to others, or to yourself, you are from that day for- 
lorn. The worst mark you can receive is a promise^ 
especially when it is confirmed, with an oath : after 
which, cvciy wise man retires, and gives over all hopea 

*^ There are three methods, by which a man may rise 
to be chief minister. The first is, by knowing how, with 
prudence, to dispose of a wife, a daughter, or a sister: 
the second, by betraying or undermining bis predeces- 
sors : and ihe third is, by a furious zeal in public aj»- 
semblies, against the corruptions of the couit. But a 
wise prince would rather choose to employ those who 
practise the last of these methods; because such zealots 
prove always the most obsequious and subservient to the 
will and passions of their master. That these ministers^ 
having all employments at tlieir disposal, preserve them- 
selves in power, by bribing the majority of a senate or 
great council; and at last, by an expedient, called aa 
act of indemnity, (whereof I described the nature ta 
him,) they secure themselves firom after reckonings^ 
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and retire from the public laden with the spoils of the 
nation. 

** The palace of diief minister is a seminary to breed 
up others in his own trade : the pages, lackeys, and por- 
ters, by imitating their master, become ministers of state 
in their several districts, and learn to excel in the three 
principal ingredients, of insolence, lying, and bribery. 
Accordingly they have a subaltern court paid to them 
by persons of the best rank ; and sometimes, by the force 
of dexterity and impudence, arrive, through several gra- 
dations, to be successors to their lord. 

^ He is usually governed by a decayed wench, or 
favourite footman, who are the tunnels through which 
all graces are conveyed, and may properly be called, in 
the last resort, the governors of the kingdom." 

One day in discourse, my master, having beard me 
mention the nobility of my country, was pleased to make 
me a compliment, which I could not pretend to deserve : 
" that he was sure I must have been bom of some noble 
Camily, becaiute I far exceeded in shape, colour, and 
cleanliness, all the Yahoos of his nation, although I seem- 
ed to &il in strength and agility, which must be imputed 
to my diflferent way of living from those other brutes; 
and besides, I was not only endowed with the faculty of 
speech, but likewise with some rudiments of reason, [to 
a degree, that with all his acquaintance I passed for a 
prodigy." 

He made me observe, << that, among the HouyhnknmSy 
the white, the sorrel, and the iron-gray, were not so ex- 
actly shaped as the bay, the dapple-gray, and the black ; 
Bor born with equal talents of mind, or a capacity to im- 
prove them ; and therefore continued always in the con- 
dition of servants, without ever aspiring to match out of 
their own race, which in that country would be reckon- 
ed monstrous and unnatural." 
N 2 
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I made his boaoiir mj most humble ackDowledgments 
for the good opinioo he was pleased to conceive of me ; 
feat assured hun at the same time, ^ that mj birth was 
of the lower sort, having beeo bom of plaiu honest pa- 
tents^ who were just able to give me a tolerable educa- 
tioB t that nobilitj, among us, was altogether a different 
thing from the idea he had of it ; that our young n^le^ 
men are bred from their chik&ood in idleness and luxu- 
tfy ; that as soon as yeaiv will permit, they consume their 
rigour, and contract odious diseases amcmg lewd fe- 
males ; and when their fortunes are almost ruined, they 
marry some women ei mean birth, disagreeaUe person, 
and unsound constitution, (merely fot the sake of money,) 
irhoffi they hate and despise. That the productions ai 
such marriages, are generally scrofulous, ricketty, or 
Mbrmed childreo ; by which means the family seldom 
eoDtinues above three generations, unless the wife takes 
eare to provide a hralthy father, amoi^ her Belabours 
^ dolD^dcs, ID order to improve and continue the breed. 
That a wei& diseased body, a meager countenance, Md 
mHow complexioii, are the ttue maiks of noble blood ; 
and ft hesdthy robust appearance is so disgraceful m a 
man of qttali^, that the world concludes his real father 
to haVie been a groom, or a coachman. The imperfee- 
tlM3 of his mmd ran parallel with those of his body, 
being a composition of spleen, dulness, '^[norance, eapiic^ 
sensuality, and pride. 

^ Wldiimt t£^ consent of this flhistrious body, no hw 
fS9A fee <Mifei«ted^ re^jpealed, or altered : and diese noUes 
have likewise the decision tyf aB our posse»ioDi^ without 
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CHAP. VIL 

The author's greai Iwe of his native caunhy. His ma^ 
ter*s ebserwxtians upon the ean^tution and adudm- 
stroHim of England^ as described hy the aulJuyr^ witk 
parallel cases and eomparisens. His master^s cbsttr 
vaiions upcn hitman nature^ 

THE reader may be disposed to wooder, hoiv I could 
^revdl OD rayaelf to g^ve so free a refnresentatioo of 
my own species, amoDg arace of mortals, who are alrear 
dy 1)00 apt to conceive ^ vilest opnnion of faumaa kind, 
from that entire eoogruity between me and tkeir Yahoos. 
Bat I must freely confess, that the many virtues of thooe 
excdlent iiuadbrupeds, placed in opposite view to htusau 
eorruptions, had so far opened my eyes, and enlai^ed 
nj understandmg, ttfat I began to view the actions and 
pasEOons of mm, in a very different light; and to think 
die hoDonr of my own kkid, not worth managing ; whicby 
foemdes, it was imposs^e for me to do, before a pextm 
^ so acute o judgm&iil; as my master, who daify coft- 
^iaced me of a thonsand fiiiiHs in mysislf, whereof I hod 
iK^tbe least perception i>efi»e, and which, with us, would 
aever be BUBdwred even aipoog human ialjfmities* I 
liad likewise learned, from hisi^amj^, an utter detes- 
^atiim of aH Ads^ood or disguise^ and tmA apprarod 
«o amiable to me, thai I deteimioed upcm McMmg 
ievery dikig to it* 

Let me deal so candidly with the read^, «s to cm- 

.{ess, that there was yet a much stronger motive for the 

freedom I took, in my represeotatiofi |of things. I ted 

Botyetbeena yoar in diSscoun^) before i copC^ractad 

4Ufik a ltT« nod rmnoMim far the UMtkm% tbali 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i02 OULUVER'S TRAVEL'S : >ART IV. 

entered on a firm resolution, never to return to hnman- 
kmd, but to pass the rest of mj life among tliese admi- 
rable Hoiyhnhnms^ in the contemplation and practice 
of ererj Tirtue i where I could have no example or m- 
dtement to vice. But it was decreed by fortune, vof 
perpetual enemj, that so great a felicity diould not ^edl 
to my share. However, it is now some comfort to re- 
flect, that ia what I said of my countrymen, I extenuat- 
ed their faults, as much as I durst before so strict an ex- 
aminer ; and upon every article gave as favourable a 
turn, as the matter would bear. For, indeed, who is 
there alive, that will not be swayed by his bias and par^ 
tiality to the place of his birth ? 

I have related the substance of several conversaticMiB 
I had with my master, during the grei^est part of the 
time I had the honour to be in his smdce; but have 
indeed, for brevity sake, omitted much more tbm is here 
set down. ^ 

When I had answered all his questfmis, and- his citti- 
oAty seemed to be fully satisfied, he sent for me one 
morning early, and commanded me to sit down at some 
distance (an honour which he had n^ver before confer- 
red upon me.) He said " he had been very seriously 
considering my whole story, as far as it related both to 
myself and my country : that he looked upon us as asort 
of animals, to whose share, by what accident he could 
not conjecture, some small pittance of reason had faitos, 
whereof we made n6 other use, than by its assistance to 
aggravate our natural corruptions, and to acquire new 
ones, which nature had not given us : that #e ^sanned 
ourselves of the. few abilities she had bestowed { had 
been very successful in multiplying our original wants^ 
and seemed to spend our whole lives in vain eadeavoun^ 
to supply them by our own iatjentions. That as to ray* 
fiel( it was maaifest I bad oeitber the stmigth nor agiU^ 
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of a common Yahoo ; that I walked infirmly on my hin- 
der feet; had found out a contrivance to make my claws 
of no use or defence, and to remove the hair from my 
chin, which was intended as a shelter from the sun and 
the weather. Lastly, that I could neither run with 
speed, nor climb trees like my brethi*en,^' as he called 
them, ^ the Yalwos in his country. 

*' That our institutions of government and law, were 
plaidy owing to our gross defects in reason, and by con- 
sequence in virtue; because reason alone is sufficient to 
govern a rational ci'eatinre ; which was therefore a cha- 
racter we had no pretence to challenge, even from the 
account I had given of my own people ; although he 
manifestly perceived, that in order to favour them, I had 
concealed many particttlars, and often said the thing 
whicli was not 

^ He was the more confirmed in this opinion, because 
he observed, that as I agreed in every feature of my 
body with other Yahoos^ except where it was to my 
real disadvantage in point of strength, ^>eed, and acti- 
vity, the shortness of my claws, and some other particu- 
lars where nature had no part ; so from the representa- 
tion I had given him of our lives, our manners, and our 
actions, he found as near a resemblance in the disposi- 
tion of our minds," He said, " the Yahoos were known 
to hate one another, more than they did any different 
species of animak ; and the reason usually assigned was, 
the odiousness of their own shapes, which all could see 
in die rest, but not in themselves* He had therefore be> 
gun to think it not unwise in us to cover our bodies, 
and by that invendoa conceal many of our deformities 
from each other, which would else be hardly supporta- 
ble. But he now found he had been miistaken, and that 
the dissensions of those brutes in his country, were owing 
to the same done with our8> as I bad described them. 
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For if/' said he, ^'you throw among five Yahoos^ as 
much food as would be suificient for fiiftj, they will, ia* 
stead oi eating peaceably, fall tO|;etber by the ears, eadi 
riogle one inpatient to have tU to its^f : and therefore 
a servant was usually employed to stand by, while Uiey 
were feeding abroad, and those kept at home were tied 
at a distance from each other : that if a cow died of ag^ 
or accident, before a HtwfknhmH could secure it for his 
own Yaho0s^ those in the neigUKMirfaood would cotne in 
herds to seize it, and then would ensue such abatde as I 
had described, with terrible wounds made by their daws 
on both sides, although tbey seldom ware able to kill one 
another, for want d'suoh convenient instruments of death* 
as we had invented. At other times, die like baMiei 
have been fought between the Yakoos of several nei^ 
bourhoods, without any visible cause: tlKise of one <&- 
trict, watching all opportunities to surprise the nest, be- 
IcHre they are ]:»^pared. But if they &id thdr project 
has misearried, Uiey return home, and for wtd^ of e&e^ 
mies, engage in what I call a civil war asioPS ^'^^^^ 
. selves. 

^ That in some fields of his country tl^re are certain 
shining ^ones of several colouns, whareof the Ftfiaof are 
violenil^ food ; and when part of these atones la fixed 
in the earth, as it sometimes happens, they will dig vj^ 
dietr claws for whole di^s to get them out; dieo ciacry 
them away^ and hide them by heaps in their hmot^i 
iMit still looking vonod wiA gi«at oaution, for fienr tbc^r 
comrades diould find .out their treasure." Mj aiaslfir 
aaid, ^ he oould never discover the reason of this ui^ilr 
tund af^tite, or how these atones could be of ipty use 
to m Ydtoo; but now he faeiieved it might proceed finom 
tthe same prfndple of avarice, which I kid aaeribedi io 
mankuid: That he had oooe, by way of experimeat, 
frivatdy tenoveda heqpof llM8eotoMifimstli^|dMe» 
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where one of hu Yahoos had buried it : whereupon the 
sordid ftoimal^ missiog his treasure, by his loud lament- 
iog, tom^ the whole herd to the place, there miserably 
howkd, then fell to biting and tearing the rest ; began 
to pine-away, would neither eat, nor sleep, nor wwk, till 
heturdered a servant privately to convey the stones into 
tiie same hole, and hide them as before ; which, when 
his Ye^ioo had found, he presently recovered his spirits, 
and good humour, but took care to remove them to' a 
better hiding-pls»^ and has ever since been a very ser- 
viceable brute." 

My master farther asmired me, which I also observed 
myself, '^ that in the fields where the shining stones 
abound, the fiercest and most frequent battles are fought, 
occasioned by perpetual inroads d the neighbouring 

He said, ^ it was common, when two Yahoos discov^ 
ered such a stoae in a field, and were contendkig which 
of them should be the propiietor, a tliird would take the 
advantage, and taacvf it away fi^om them both ;" whi<^ 
my master would needs contend to have some kind of i^ 
sendbhiDce with our suits at law ; wherein I thought it for 
oar credit not to undeceive him ; since the decision he 
mentioned, was much moce equital^e, than many decreeg 
sMMi^ttB: becMse the plaintifrand defendmt there, 
loil notfaii^ beside the atone they cont^ded fiur, whereas 
our courts of equity irould nev^ have i&miesed the 
csnee, while either of them had way thmg left 

My master conthminghn discourse, said, ^therewaa 
Bodiiog that rendered the Yahm more odloos, thae 
th^ ttodistinguishiog appetite to devour every thing 
that cMne tu dieir way, whether herlis, 'roots, berrks, 
^ke comqpted flesh of aoimalS) «r d1 mingled togeAer t 
ioid H was pecttlkur in dieir temper, that they were 
foorferofivhat^oouklgetbyrapiMoretcaltii, atl 
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greater distance, than much better food, provided for 
them at home. If their prey held out, thej would eat 
till they were ready to burst, after which, nature had 
pointed out to them a certain root, that gave them a 
general evacuation. 

** There was also another kind of root, very juicy, 
but somewhat rare and difficult to be found, which the 
Yahoos sought for with much eagerness, and would suck 
it with great delight; it produced in them the same 
effects that wine has upon us. It would make them 
sometimes hug, and sometimes tear one another ;* they 
would howl, and grin, and chatter, and reel, and tumble, 
and then fall asleep in the mud." 

I did indeed observe, that the Yahoos were the only 
animals in this country, subject to any diseases; which, 
however, were much fewer than horses have among us, 
and contracted not by any ill treatm^t they meet with, 
but by the nastiness, and greediness of that sordid brute. 
Neither has their language any more than a general ap- 
pellation for those maladies, which is borrowed fnnn the 
name of the beast, and called hnea-yahoo^ or Yahoo's 
evil I ai)d the cure prescribed is a mixture of their own 
dung and urine, forcibly put down the Yahoo's throat. 
This I have since often known to have been taken with 
success^ and do here freely recommend it to my coun- 
trymen, f<nr the public good, as an admirable specific 
Jigainst all diseases produced by repletion. 

^ As to learning, government, arts, manufactures, and 
the like,'' my master confessed, '' he could find little or 
no resemblance between the Yahoos of that country, and 
those in ours. For he only meant to observe, what 
parity there was in our natures. He had heard, indeed, 
some curious Houyhnhnms observe, that in most hands 
there was a sort of ruling Yahoo (as among ns there is 
generally some leading (nt prindpal stag in a park) who 
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was always more deformed in body, and mischieyous in 
disposition, than any of the rest. That this leader had 
usually a favourite as like himself as he could get, whose 
employment was to lick his master's feet and posteriors^ 
and drive the female Yahoos to his kennel ,^ for which 
he was now and then rewarded with a piece of ass's 
flesh. This favourite is hated by the whole herd, and 
therefore, to protect himself, keeps always near the per- 
son of his leailer. He u^ally continues in office, till a 
worse can be found; but tlie very moment he is dis- 
carded, his successor,! at the head of all the Yaiwos ia 
that district, young and old, male and female, come in 
a body, and discharge their excrements upon him from 
head to foot. But how far this might be applicable to 
our courts, and favourites, and ministers of state, my 
master said I could best determine." 

I durst make no return to this malicious insinuation, 
which debased human understanding below the sagacity 
of a common hound, who has judgment enough to dis- 
tioguish and follow the cry of the ablest dog in the 
pack, without being ever mistaken. # 

My master told me, ^ there were some qualities re^ 
markable in the Yahoos, which he had not observed me 
to mention, or at least very slightly, in the accounts I 
had given him of human kind." He said, ** those ani- 
mals, like other brutes, had their females in common; 
but in this they .dififered, that the she Yahoo would ad- 
mit the males, while she was pregnant ; and that the he's 
would quarrel and fight with the females, as fiercely as 

* Flattery and pimping. H. 

f This, sentence is altogether ungrammatical : * his successor,* is 
the only nominative to the plural verb ' come ;\ it may he thus 
amended — ' but tiie very moment he is discarded,, all the Yahoos in 
that district, young and old, male and female, with his saccessor at 
their heM) come in a body^' &c. S. 
•< 
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with each oljier. Both which practiceg were such de* 
gcees of infamouB brutality as no other senaitive crea- 
ture ever aiTived at. 

^ Aoother thiog he woodered at m the Yahoo^y wa« 
their strange dispositioa to uastiness and dirt ; whereais 
there appears to be a natural love of cleanliness^ in 
all other animals." As to tlie two fnrmer accusatiom^ 
I was glad to let them pass without any reply, be- 
cause I had not a word to o^r upon, them in delN^ 
fif my species^ which otherwise I c^ainly had done 
from my owq incliqatioos* Gut I could have eaailj 
Tuidicated hum^o kind froi^ the impiAtation of mgjur 
larity upon the last article, if there had been any 
swine in that country, (as unluckily for n^e there were 
sot) which, although it may be a sweeter quadruped 
than a Yahoo^ cannot, I humbly conceive, in jiustic^ 
pretend to more cleanliness ; and so ins honour him- 
self must have owned, if he had seen th^ fiHhy way 
of feeding, and their custom of wallowing mA sleepinf 
in the mud. 

My master likewise roentkmed another quality, which 
his servants had ^Bseovered in several YiAposi and to 
him was wliolly unaccountable* He said ^ a fimcj 
would sometimes take a Yahoo to retire into a comer, to 
lie down, and bowl and groan, and spui*n away all that 
came near him, altliough he were young and fet, wanted 
neither food nor water : nor did the s^rant ima^e 
what could possibly ail him; And the only remedy 
they found was, to set him to bard work) after which be 
would infallibly come to himself." To this I was silent 
out of partiality to my own kind ; yet hare I could 
plainly discover the true seeds of spleen, which only 
seiz^ on the lazy, the luxurious, and the rich ; who,* if 

• Here the word * who/ is a nominative without r^erenee to aay 
verb afterward. S. 
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they were forced to undergo the same regimeD, I would 
undertake for the cure. 

His honour had farther obsei-ved, " that a female Yahoo 
would often stand behind a bank or a bush, to gaze on 
Aft yowng^ males passing by, and then appear, and hide, 
iffliDg many antic gestures and grimaces, at w}iich time 
_ it wia observed that she had a most offensive smell ; and 
when any of the males advanced, would slowly retire, 
looking often back, and with a counterfeit show of fear, 
mn off into some eonrcnient place, where she knew the 
male wonhi follow her. 

** At other times, if a female stranger came among 
them, three or four of her own sex would get about her, 
aad stare, and chatter, and grin, and smell her all over : 
and then turn off with gestures, that seemed to express 
contempt and disdain.^' 

Perhaps my mast^ might refine a little in these spe* 
culatiODs, whjch he had drawu from what he observed 
himself, or had been told him by others; however, I 
could not reflect, without some amazement, and much 
sorrow, that the rudiments of lewdness, coquetry, cen- 
sure, and scandal, should have place by instinct in wo- 
iDtaddnd. 

1 expected every moment that my master would ac- 
cuse the Yahoos of those unnatural appetites in both 
sexes, so common among us. But nature, it seems, has 
not be^ so expert a school-mistress ; and these politer 
pleasures are entirely the productions of art and reason 
00 our side of the globe. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Tke auQujT relates several particulars cf ike Tako&s* 
The great virtues of tke Haw^hnknms. Tke edueor 
Hon and exercise ef their yaidk, Tkeif general as^ 
sembhf. 

AS I ought to have UDderstood human nature much 
better than I supposed it possible for mj master to ^% 
so it was easy to applj the character he gave of the 
Yahoos to myself, and my countrymen ; and I beliei^ 
I could yet make farther discoveries^ from my own d>. 
serration. I therefore often be^ed his honoiur to let, 
me go amon^; the herds of Yahoos in the neighbour* 
hood ; to which he always very graciously consented, 
being perfectly convinced, that the hatred I b<»e these 
brutes, would never suffer me to be corrupted by them; 
and his honour ordered one of his servants^ a strong sor- 
rel nag, very honest and good natured, to be mj guard ; 
without whose protection I durst not undertake such ad- 
ventures. For I have already told the reader, how 
much I was pestered by these odious animals, upon mj 
first arrival : and I afterward failed very narrowly three 
or four times of falling into their clutches, when I hap- 
pened to stray at any distance without my hanger. And 
I have' reason to believe they had some imaginaticm that 
I was of their own species, which I oflen assisted my- 
self, by stripping up my sleeves, and showing myn aked 
arms and breast in their sight, when 'my protector was 
with me. At which times they would approach as 
near as they durst, and imitate my actions after the 
manner of monkies, but ever with great signs of ha- 
tred 9 as a tame jackdaw with cap and stockings is «l> 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A TOTAGE TO THE HOUYHNHNMS. 301 

ways persecuted b^ the wild ones, when he happens to 
be got among them. 

They are prodigiously nimble from their infancy. 
However, I once caught a young male of three years 
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tenderness to 
make it quiet; but the little imp fell a squalling, and 
scratching, and biting with such violence, that I was 
forced to let it go ; and it was high time, for a whole 
troop of old ones came about us at the noise, but finding 
the cub was safe (fot away it ran) and my sorrel nag 
being by, they durst not venture near us. I observed 
the young animal's flesh to smell very rank, and the 
stink was somewhat between a weasel and a fox, but 
much more disagreeable. I forgot another circumstance, 
(and perhaps I might have the reader^s pardon, if it 
were wholly omitted) that white I held the odious yer- 
rain in my hands, it voided its filthy excrements of a 
yellow liquid substance all over my clothes; but by 
good fortune thei-e was a small brook hard by, where I 
washed myself as clean as I could : although I Hurst not 
come into my master's presence, until I were sufficiently 
aired. 

By what I could discover, the Yahoos appear to be 
the most unteachable of all animals; their capacities 
never reaching higher than to draw or carry burdens. 
Yet I am of opinion, this defect arises chiefly from a 
perverse, restive disposition. For they are cunniug, 
malicious, treacherous, and revengeful. They are strong 
anjl hardy, but of a powardly spirit, and by consequence 
insolent, abject, and cruel. It is observed, that the red 
haired of both sexes, are more libidinous and mischie- 
vous than the rest, whom yet they much exceed in 
strength and activity. 

The Houyhnhmns keep the Yahoos for present use in 
huts not far from the house ; but the rest are sent abroad 
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to certain fields, where they d% up roots, eat sevcrti 
kinds of herbs, and search about for carrioo, or some- 
times catch weasels and Ivhmuhs (a sort of wild rat) 
vhich they greedUy devour. Nature has taii|^ th^n 
to dig deep holes wi^ their nails on the side of a risii^ 
^ound, wherein they lie by themselves ; only the ken- 
nels of the- females are larger, sufficient to hold two or 
three cubs. 

They swim fr<Hn their kifamrf like frogs, and are 
able to continue long under water, where they ofiea take 
fish, which the femsdes carry home to their young. And 
upon this occasion, I hope the reader will pmrdon my 
relating an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my protector, the sonrel 
nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I entreated hun to 
let me bathe in a river that was near. He consented, 
and I immediately stripped myself stark naked, sod 
went down softly into the stream. It happened that a 
young female Yahoo^ standir^ bdiind a bank, saw die 
whofe proceeding, and inflamed by desire, as the nag 
and I conjectured, came running with all speed, and 
leaped into the water within five yards of the place 
where I bathed. I was never in my life so terribly 
frightened. The nag was grazing at some distance, not 
suspecting any harm. She embraced me after a most 
fulsome manner. I roared as loud as I could, and ^ 
nag came galloping toward me, whereupon she quitted 
her grasp with the utmost reluctancy, and leaped upon 
the opposite bank, where she stood gazing and howling 
all the time I was putting on my clothes. 

This was a matter of diversion to my master and his 
family, as well as of mortification to myself. For now, 
I could no longer deny that I was a real Yahoo in every 
limb and feature, since the females had a natural pro- 
pensity to me, as one of their own species: neither 
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(be hair of this brute of a ted colour, (which might bare 
been some ejEcuse for aD appetite a little irregular) but 
black as a sloe, and her countenance did not make an 
appearance alt(^ther so hideous as the rest of her kind ; 
kft I think she could not be above eleven years dd. 

Having lived three ycsirs in this country, the reader 
I suppose will expect that I should, Hfce other travellers, 
give him some account of the manners and customs of 
its inlmbitantsi, which it was indeed my principal study 
to learn. , 

As these noble How/hnhnms are endowed by nature 
widi a general disposition to all virtues, and have no 
conceptions or ideas of what is evil in a rational crea- 
ture; so their grand maxim is, to cultivate reason, and 
to be wholly governed by it. Neither is reason among 
them a point problematical, as with us, where men can 
argue with plausibility on both sides of the question; 
but strikes you with immediate conviction ; as it must 
needs do, where it is not mingled, obscured, or discolour- 
ed, by passion and interest. I remember it was with 
extreme difficulty, that I could bring my master to un- 
derstand the meaning of the word epinion, or how a 
point could be disputable ; because reason taught us to 
affirm or deny oidy where we are certain ; and beyond 
our knowledge we cannot do either. So that controver- 
oes, wranglings, disputes, and positiveness, in false or 
duMous propositions, are evils unknown among the 
Hmyhnknms. In the like manner, when I used to ex- 
plain to him our several systems of natural philosophy, 
he would laugh, " Uiat a creature pretending to reason, 
fihould value itself upon the knowledge of other people's 
conjectures, and in Uiings where that knowledge, if it 
were certain, could be of no use.'* Wherein he agreed 
entirely with the sentiments of Socrates, as Plato deiivei^ 
ihetn ; which I viention as the highest honour I can do 
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that priDoe of philoBophen. I have often since reflect- 
ed, vhat destruction such ikctrine would make in the 
libraries of £uh>pe ; and how many paths of fimie, 
would be then shut up in the learned world. 

Friendship and benevolence are the two principal vir- 
tues among the H(nafhnhnm9 : and these, not confined 
to parUcular objects, but universal to the whole race. 
For a stranger from the remotest part, is equally treated 
with the nearest neighbour ; and wherever lie goes, looks 
upon himself as at home. They preserve decency, and 
civility in the highest degrees,, but are altogether igno- 
rant of ceremony. They have no fondness few their 
colts or foals, but the care they take in educating them 
proceeds entirely from the dictates of reason. And I 
observed my master to show the same aflfection to bis 
neighbour's issue, that he h^ for his own. They will 
have it that nature teaches them to love the whole spe- 
cies, and it is reason only that makes a distinction of 
persons, where there is a superior degree of virtue. 

When the matron Hm^hnknms have produced one of 
each sex, they no longer accompany with their consorts, 
except they lose one of their issue by some casuaHj, 
which very seldom happens : but in such a case they 
meet again ; or when the like accident befals a person 
whose wife is past bearing, some other couple bestow on 
him one of their own colts, and then go together again 
until the mother is pregnant. This caution is neces- 
sary to prevent the country from being overburdened 
with numbers. But the race of inferior Hauyhnhnms, 
bred up to be sfsrvauts, is not so strictly limited upoD 
this ai'ticle ; these are allowed to produce three of each 
sex, to be domestics in the noble fapilies. 

In their marriages ^ley are exactly careful to choose 
such colours, as will not make any disagreeable mixture 
in the breed. Strength is chiefly valued in the male, 
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and comeliaess in tbe female; not upon the account of 
love, but to preserve the race from degeueratiug; for 
where a female happens to excel in strength, a consort 
is chosen with regard to comeliness. 

Courtship, love, presents, jointures, settlements, have 
no place in ^heir thoughts; or terms whereby to express 
them in their language. The young couple meet and 
are joined, merely because it is the determination of 
their parents and friends : it is what they see done every 
day, and they look upon it as one of the necessary ac- 
tions of a reasonable being. But the violation of mar- 
riage, or any other unchastity, was never heard of: and 
the married pair pass their lives with the same friend- 
ship, and mutual benevolence, that they bear to all others 
of the same species, who icorae in their way; without 
jealousy, fondness, quarrelling, or discontent. 

In educating the youth of both sexes, their method is 
admirable, and highly deserves our imitation. These 
are not suffered to taste a grain of oats, except upon 
certain days, till eighteen years old ; nor milk, but very 
rarely; arid in summer they graze two hours in the 
moming, and as many in the evening, which their pa- 
rents likewise observe ; but the servants are not allowed 
above half tliattime, and a great part of their grass is 
brought home, which they eat at the most convenient 
hours, when they can be best spared from work. 

Temperance, industry, exercise, and cleanliness, are 
the lessons equally enjoined to the young ones of both 
sexes : and my master thought it monstrous in us, to 
give the females a different kind of education from the 
males, except in some articles of domestic management ; 
whereby, as he truly observed, one half of our natives 
were good for nothing but bringing children into the 
world : and to trust the care of our children to such 

VOL. IX. O 
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usdeflt amml^ he said, itm yet a greater uaitaiice 
of brutality. 

But the HoMfknhmnstx^H^ tbek youth to str^i^lA^ 
qpeed, and hardiness, by exercisiDg them m tunoiog races 
iq> sod down steep bills, and over hard stony giounds ; 
and when they are all in a sireat, they are mtkred to 
leap over head and ears into a pond or river. F<mr 
times a year the youth of acartain distriet meet to show 
their proficiency in ruonii^ and leaping, and other feats 
of strength and agility; where the victor is rewarded 
with a song in his or her praise. On this festival, the 
servants drive a herd of Yahoos into the field, laden 
with hay, and oats, and milk, for a repast to the Hmmftm," 
hnms; after which, these brutes are immediately driven 
bade again, for fear of beii^ noisome to the assembfy'. 

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there is a 
representative council (rf the whole nation, which meets 
in a plain about twenty miles from omr house, and con* 
tinues about five or six days. Here they inqiure into 
the'state and condition of the several districts ; whether 
they abound, or be deficient in hay or oats, or cows, or 
Ynihjoos ? and wherever there is any want, (which is but 
seldom) it is immediately supplied by unanimous consent 
and contribution. Here likewise the relation of chil- 
dren is settled : as for instance, if a Hotyhnlmm has 
two males, he changes one of them with another that 
has two females : and when a child has been lost by any 
casualty, where the mother is past breeding, it is det«^ 
ouned what family in the district shall breed another to 
supply the loss. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A grand debaU at the general assembly of the Houykn' 
bnmsy and horn it was deUrmned. The learning rf 
the Hmyhnhnms. Their buildings* Their numner 
of burials. The d^ectiveness of their language. 

One of these grand assemblies vas held in my time^ 
about three months before my departure, ivhither my 
master went as the reiNresentative of our district. In this 
council was resumed then* dd debate, and indeed tlie 
only debate that ever haj^ened in their country ; whereof 
my master, after his return, gave me a ve^y particular 
account 

The question to be debated was, ^ whether the Fa- 
It^o^ should be exterminated from the face of the earth?'* 
One oi the members fix the affirmatiye, offered several 
aigiHnents of great i^rength and weight ; alleging, '' that 
as die Yahoos were the most filthy, noisome, and de- 
formed animal, which nature ever produced, so they 
were ttie most restive and indocible, mischievous and 
malicious : they would privately suck the teats of the 
Houyknhmns' cows; kill and devour their cats, trample 
down their oats and grass, if they were n^ continually 
watched, and commit a thousand other extovagUMsies." 
He took notice of a genend tradition, ^ tbat Yahoos had 
not been always in their country; but that many ages 
ago, two of these brutes appemred together upon a 
mountain ; whether produced by the heat of the sua 
upon corrupted mud and slime, or from die ooze and 
froth of the sea, was never faiown: that these Yahoos 
engendered, and their brood, ki a short time, gvew so 
mimerous, as to overmii and infest the wbde nation ; 
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ibat the Hom/hnknms^ to get rid of this evil, made a 
general huoting, and at last eDclosed the whole herd ; 
and destroying the elder, eveiy Hauyknkmn kept two 
young ones in a kennel, and brought them to such a de- 
gree of tamenesB, as an animal, so savage by nature, csm 
be capable of acquiring ; unog them for di-aught and 
carriage : that there seemed to be much truth in this 
tradition, and that those creatures could not be ylnhrd" 
amsh/ (or aborigines of the land) because of the violent 
hatred the Hom/knkmns, as well as all other animals, 
bore them; which, although their evil diposition suf- 
ficiently deserved, could never have arrived at so high a 
degree, if they had been aborigines ; ot else they would 
have long since been rooted out : that the inhal^tants, 
taking a fancy to use the service of the YahoaSy had 
very imprudently neglected to cultivate the breed of 
asses, which are a comely animal, eadlyke|>t, more 
tame ^nd orderly, without any offensive smell, strong 
enough for labour, although they yield to the other ia 
«gility of body; and if their brayiug be no agreeable 
sound, it is far preferable to the horrible bowlings of the 
Yahoos. 

, Several others declared their sentiments to the same 
purpose, when my master proposed an expedient to the 
assembly, whereof he had indeed borrowed the hint frmn 
me. '' He approved of the tradition mentioned by the 
bonourable member, who spoke befoi'e ; and affirmed, 
that the two Yahoos, said to be first seen among them, 
had been driven Ihith^r over the sea; that coming to 
land, and being forsaken by their companions, they re- 
tired to the mountains, and degenerating by degrees, be- 
came in process of time much more savage, than those 
of their own species in the country whence these two 
originals came. The reason of this assertion was, that 
he had now in his possession a certain wonderfu YtAct^ 
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(meaning mjiself) irhich most of them had heard of, aod 
many of t^em had seeo. He then related to them how 
he first found me ; that my body was all covered with 
an artificial compoeiire of the skins and hairs of other 
animals; that I spoke in a language of my own, and 
had thoroughly learned theirs; that I had related to 
him the accidents which brought me thither ; that i» hen 
he saw me without my covering, I was an exact Yahoo 
in every part, only of a whiter colour, less hairy, and 
with Sorter claws. He added, how I had endeavour- 
ed to persuade him, that in my own and other countries, 
the Yahoos acted as the governing, rational animal, and 
•held the Houyhnknms in servitude : that he observed 
in me all the qualities of a Yahoo^ only a little more 
civilized by some tincture of reason; which however 
was in a degree as far inferior to the Houyknhnm race^ 
as the Yahoos of their country were to me : that amoog 
<rther things, I mentioned a custom we had of castrating 
Hom/knkmns when they were young, in order to render 
them tame; that the operation was easy and safe ; that 
it was no shame to learn wisdom from brutes, as industry 
is taught by the ant, and building by the swallow, (for 
90 I translate the word b/hamikt although it be a much 
larger fowl;) that this invention might be practised up- 
on the younger Yahoos here^ which, beside rendering 
them tractable and fitter for use, would in an age put 
an end to the whole species, without destroying life 
that in the mean time the Houyhnhmis should be ex- 
horted to cultivate the breed of asses, which as they are 
in all respects more valuable brutes, so they have this 
advantage, to be fit for service at five years old, which 
the others ai^ not till twelve." 

This was all my master thought fit to tell me at that 
time, of what passed in tlie grand council. But he was 
pleased to conceal one particular, which related person- 
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ally to iDTsel^ whereof I soon felt the ouhappy effect, 
as the reader will know io its proper place, and whence' 
I date all the sueceediog misfortunes of my life. 

The Hom/knhnms have no letters, and consequently 
their knowledge is all traditional. Bat there happening 
few events of any moment among a people so weU unit- 
ed, naturally disposed to every virtue, wholly governed 
hj reason, and cut off from all commerce with other na- 
tions ; the Ustorical part is easily presarved, without 
burdening their memories. I have already observed 
that they are subject to no diseases, and therefore can 
have no need of physicians. However, they have ex- 
cellent medidnes composed of hetbs, to cure accidental 
bruises and cuts in the pastern or frog of the foot, by 
sharp stones, as well as odier maims and hurts in the se- 
veral parts of the body. 

They calculate the year by the revohition of the sun 
and the moon, but use no subdivisions into weeks. They 
are weH enough acquainted with the niotions of those two 
luminaries, and understand the nature of eclipses; and 
this is the utmost progress of their astronomy. 

In poetry they must be allowed to excel all other mor- 
tals : wherein the justness of their similes, and the mi- 
nuteness as weH as exactness of their descriptions, are 
indeed inimitable. Their verses abouud very much in 
both of these; and usually contain either some exalted 
notions of friendship and benevolence, or the praises of 
those who were victors in races, and other bodily exer- 
cises. Their buildings, although very rude and simple, 
are not inconvenieot, but well contrived to defend them 
from all injuries of cold and heat. They have a kind 
of tree, which, at forty years old, loosens in the root, and 
falls with the first storm ; it grows very straight, and 
being pointed like stakes, with a sharp stone (for the 
Hwyhnknms know not the use of iron) fliey stick thera 
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erect in tbe ground, aboat ten inches aBuodtr, and thea 
weave in oat-straw, or sometimes wattles between them. 
The roof is ma^le after the same manner, mid so are the 
doors. 

The Hou^hnhams tise the hollow part, between the 
pastern and the ho<tf of their forefeet, as we do our handily 
mid this with greater dexterity than I could at first im- 
agine. I have seen a white mare of our family thread 
a needle (which I lent har on purpose) with diat joint 
They mSk their cows, reap thehr oats, and do all the 
work whkh recjpures hs^ds^ in the same manner. They 
have a kind of hard flints, which, by grinding against 
other stones, th^ (ann into instruments, that serve ii>- 
stead of wedges, axes, and hammers. With tools made 
of these flints, they likewise cut their hay, and reap 
their oats, which diere grow naturally in several fields : 
the Yahoos draw home the sheavesin carriages^ and the 
servants tread them in certain covered huts to get oat the 
grain, which is kept in stores. They make a rude kind 
of earthen and wood^ vessels, and bake the former in 
the sun. 

If they can avdd casualties, they die only of old ag^ 
and are biuried in the obscurest places that can be found 
their friends and relations expressing neither joy nor 
grief at their departure ; nor does the dying person dis- 
cover the least regret that he is leaving the world, any 
more than if he were upon returning home fi-om a visit 
to one of his neighbours. I remember my master having 
once made an appointmcDt ivitli a friend and his family 
to come to his house, upon some aflfair of importance ; on 
the day fixed, the mistress and her two children came 
very late 5 die made two excuses, first for her husband, 
who, as she said, happened that very morning to Ihmrnnh. 
The word is strongly expressive in thehr language, but 
not easily rendered into English $ it signifies^ ^ to re- 
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tire to bis fint mother.'' Her excuse (or not coming 
«ooaer was, that her husband dying late in the morning 
she was a good while consulting her servants about a 
convenient place where his body diould be laid ; and I 
observed, she behaved herself at our house as cheerfolly 
as the rest ; she died about three months after. 

They live generally to seventy, or seventy-five yean^ 
very seldom to fourscore: some weeks before thdr 
death, they feel a gradual decay ; but without pain. 
During this time they are much visited by their friends^ 
because they cannot go abroad with their umal ease and 
satisfaction. However, about ten days before their 
death, which they seldom fail in computing, they rettum 
the visits that have been made them by those who are 
nearest in the neighbourhood, being carried in a toof 
venient sledge drawn by Yahoos ; which vehicle they 
use, not only upon this occasion, but when they grow 
old, upon long joumies, or when they are lamed by any 
accident. And therefore when the dying Hom^hnhnms 
return those vlnts, they take a solemn leave of their 
friends, as if they were going to some remote part of the 
country, where they designed to pass the rest of their 
lives. 

I know not whether it may be wotih observing, that 
the Homfknknms have no word in their language to ex- 
press any thing that is evil, except what they borrow 
from the deformities or ill qualities of the Yahoos. 
Thus they denote the folly of a servant, an omission of 
a cbild, a stone that cuts their feet, a condnuance of 
foul or unseasonable weather, and the like, by adding to 
each the epithet of Yahoo. For instance, hknm YahcOf 
rvhnalwhn Yahoo, ynlhtnndmhbna Yahoo^ and an ill 
contrived house, ii^nholmhmnroMniv Yahoo. 

I could, with great pleasure, enlaige farther upon the 
manners and virtues of this excellent people ; but in- 
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tending in a short time to puUish a volume by itself 
expre88l7 upon that subject, I refer the reader thither., 
And in the mean time, proceed to relate my own sad 
catastrophe. 



CHAP. X. . 

The author^s econmm^y and happy life^ amang the 
Hmyhnhnms, His great tmprovement in virtue hf 
conversing wUh them. Their conversations. The 
author has notice given hitn hf his master^ that^ he 
must depart from the country. He fails into a swoon 
for grief ; hut submits. He contrives and finishes a 
canoe by the help of a fellonhservantj and puts to sea 
at a venture. 

I HAD settled my little economy to my own heart's 
content. My master had ordered a room to be made 
for me, after their manner, about dx yards from the 
house ; the sides and floors of which I plastered with 
clay, and covered with rush-mats of my own contriving-; 
I had beaten hemp, which there grows wild, and made of 
it a sort of ticking; this I filled with the feathers of 
•several birds I had taken with springs made of Yahoos'* 
hairs, and* were excellent food. I bad worked two 

* It should be—and • whicV were excellent food. This aentence it 

hxilty in other respects, but there, as well as in many other passages 

of these voyages, the author nas intentionally made use of inaccurate 

. expression, and studied negligence, iu order to make the style more 

like that of a seaCaring man : on which account they have been 

I ovei' in eilenee, where such intention was obvious. S. 
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chairs with my knife, the sorrel nag helping me in the 
gnnser and more {aborious pan. When my clothes 
were worn to rags, I made mysdf others with the skins 
of rabbits, and of a certain beautiful animal, aboijrt the 
same size, called nnuhnoh, the skin of which is covered 
with a fine down. Of these I also made very tolerable 
stockings. I soled my tiboes with wood, which I cut 
from a tree, and fitted to the upper-leather; and when 
this was worn out, I supplied it with the skins of Yahoos 
diied in the sun. I often got honey out of hollow trees» 
which I mingled with water, or eat with ray bread. No 
man could more verify the tn^ e£ these two raaxiros, 
" That nature is very easily ^itisfied;'' and, " That 
necessity is tlie mother of invention.'* I eD|oyed per- 
fect health of body, and tranquillity of mind ; I did not 
feel the treachery m* inconstancy of a friend, nor the in- 
juries of a secret or open enemy. I had no occanon of 
bribing, flatteiin^ or pimping, to procure the forour of 
any great man, or of his minion. I wanted no fence 
against fraud or oppression ; here was neither physician 
to. destroy my body, nOr lawyer to ruin my f^^rtune ; no 
informer to watch my words and actions, or forge accu- 
sations against me for hire : here yrete no gibers, eea- 
surers, backbiters, {^ckpocket^ bi^waymen, house- 
breakers, scttomtes, bawds, buffoons, gamesters, politi- 
cians, wits, splenetics, tedious talkers, controvertists, 
ravbhers, murderers, robbers, virtuosoes ; no leaders, ot 
followers, of party and faction ; no encourages to vice, 
by seducement or examples ,* bo dungeon, axes, gibbetSi 
whipping-posts, or pillories ; no cheating shopkeepers ot 
mechanics; no {aide, vanity, or afifectation; no Ibps, 
bullies, drunkards, strolling whores, or poxes; no rant- 
ing, lewd, expemive wives; no stupid, proud pedaota; 
no importunate, overbearmg, quarrebome, noSr^ , roaH^^ 
empty, conceited, swearing companions; noscoundreb 
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xaised from tbe dost upoo the merit of their rices, oc 
DobiliCf thrown iato it, on account of their virtues; no 
lords, fiddlers, judges, or dancing-masters. 

I had tbe favour c^ being admitted to several Hom/kn- 
hmnsy who came to visit or dine with m j master ; where 
h^ honoar graciously suffered me to wait in tbe room, 
and ikten to Uieir discourse. Both he and his company 
would often descend to dsk me questions, and receive 
my answers. I liad also sometimes the honour cf at- 
tending my master in his visits to others. I never i»re- 
siimed to speak, except in answer to a ques^ioir; and 
then I did it with inward regret, because it was a loss of 
so much time for improving myself: but I was infinitely 
del^hted with the statiotf of an humble auditor in such 
conversations, where noUiing passed but what was usefiil, 
iSXpressed in the fewest and most significant words : 
where, as I have akeady said, the greatest decency vfw 
observed, without the least degree of ceremony ; where 
no person spoke without being pleased himself, and 
pleasing his companions; where thore was no interrup- 
tion, tediousness, heat, or difference of sentiments. 
Th^ have anotioo, that when people are met together, 
a short ^nee does much unprove conversation : Khis I 
found to be true ; for, dufii^ those little iirtermlBdons of 
talk, new ideas would arfae in their minds, which ver^ 
much enlivened the diseourse. Their subjects are gei^b- 
raify' on friendship and benevolence, on order and eco- 
nomy ; sometimes upoo the visible oparat»)ns of nature^ 
or ancient traditions; upon the bounds and limits of 
tktae ; upon tbe unerring ndes of reason, or upon some 
determinationB to^be tdies at Ae next great assembly: 
and often upon the varioiis ^spee^ncies of poetry. I 
fiiay add, without vairity, diat my presence often gxH 
tbcaa sidkient matter for diseoune, because it ailbtded 
W^ tttstoff an oeeisfoft of letting his friends^ioto tbe bi^ 
o 3 
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mry of me and my cottntiy, upon ivbidi they were aH 
pleased to descaot, in a manoar not very adFantageous 
to humankind ; and for that reason I shall not repeat 
what they sdd : only I may be allowed to observe, that 
his honour, to my great admiration, appeared to under- 
stand the nature of Yahoos^ much better than mysdf. 
He went through all our vices and follies, and discovered 
many, which I had nev^ mentioned to him, by only 
guppodog what qualities a Yahoo of their country, with 
a small proportion of reason, might be capable of exert* 
ing; and concluded, with too much probability, ^ how 
vile as well as miserable such a creatute must be.** 

I freely confess, that all the little knowledge I have 
of any value, was acquired by the lectures I received 
from my master, and from hearing the discourses of him 
and his friends ; to which I should be prouder to listen^ 
than to dictate to the greatest and wisest assembly in 
Europe. I admired the strength, comeliness, and speed 
of the inhabitants ; and such a constellation of virtues^ 
In such amiable persons, produced in me the highest ve- 
neration. At first indeed, I did not fed that natural 
awe, which the Yahoos and all other animals bear to 
ward them ; but it grew upon me by degrees, much 
sooner than I imagined, and was mingled with a respect- 
ful love and gratitude, that they would condescend to 
distinguish me from the rest of my i^pedesl 

When I thought of my fiamily, my friends, my couo- 
trymen, or the human race in general, I considered them 
as they really were, Yahoos in shape and disposition^ 
perhaps a little more civilized, cuad qualified with the 
$ift of speech; but making no other use of reason, than 
to improve and multiply those vices, whereof their 
brethren in this country had only the shiire that nature 
allotted them. When I happened to behold the refleo* 
tiOD of my own ^Nrm in a kke or a feuataii^ I Uxntti 
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awa7 my face in horror and detestation of mjself : an<h 
eould better endure the ^ sight of "a common Yahoo^ thaa 
of mj own person. By conversing with the Houyhn'- 
hnms, and looking upon them with delight, I fell to imi- 
tate their gait and gesture, which is now grown into a 
habit; and my friends often tell me, in a blunt way, 
•* that I trot like a horse ;" which, however, I take for m 
great compliment : neither shall I disown, that in speak- 
ing I am apt to fall into the voice and manner of the 
Hmn/knknms^ and hear myself ridiculed on that account* 
without the least mortification. 

In the midst of all this happiness, and when I looked 
upon myself to be fully settled for life, my master sent 
for me one morning a little earlier than his usual hour. 
I observed by his countenance that he was in some per- 
plexity, and at a loss how to begin what he had to speak. 
. After a short silence he told me, ^ he did not know how 
I would take what he was going to say ; that in the last 
general assembly^ when the affair of the Yahoos was 
entered upon, the representatives had taken offence at 
bis keeping a Yah^ (meaning myself) in his family, 
more like a Hom/hnknm than a brute animal. That 
he was known frequently to converse with roe, as if he 
could receive some advantage or pleasure in my compa- 
ny : that such a practice was not agreeable to reason or 
nature, or a thing ever heard of before among them. 
The assembly did therefore exhort him either to emploj 
me like the rest of my species, or command me to swim 
badL to the place whence I came. That the first of 
these expedients was utterly rejected by all the Hotiyftn- 
hums who had ever seen me at his house or their own : 
for they alleged, that because I had some rudimenfe of 
reason, added to the natural [gravity of those animals, k 
was to be feared, I might be able to seduce them into the 
Toody and mouotaksous parts of the country, and bring 
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tbem in troops 1^ mghC to deotfof the Hmu/krAmn's 
cattle, as bi^ natwndlj of the raveoous kind, aad 
arene from labour." 

My master added, *^ Ibat he vas dflily peessed by the 
HmffMmms of the neighbottrhood, to have the assem- 
Mj's exfaortatioo executed, ivUcb he ceidd Dot pot off 
much longer. He doubted it would be impossible for 
me to swim Uy another country ; and therefore wished I 
would contrive some sort of vehicle, resembling those I 
had described to Um, that might carry me on the sea; 
in which work I should have the assirtance of his own 
servants, as well as those of his ne%hbours." He con- 
dttded, *' that for his own pert, he could have been con- 
tent to keep me in his service as long as I Hved : because 
he fouod I had cured myself of some bad halnts and dis- 
poBiti<n)s, by endeavourii^, as iar as my inferior nattHrc 
was capable, to imstate the Ho^hnkmns.^^ 

I should here observe to the reader, that a decree of 
the general assembly in this country, i^ expressed by tlie 
.word hMoofpt, which signifies an exhortatkm, as near 
,as I can render it : for they have no eonception how a 
jfational creature csui be compelled, but only advised, or 
exhorted f because no person can c&obey reason^ with- 
out givkig up his claim to be a ratioaal creatme. 

Z was struck with the utmost ^rief and despair at my 
master's discourse; and beuiguiiiMe to support the ago> 
nies I wasunder^ I fell into a swood at liis feet When 
I came to rnysd^ he told me ^^ that he coochided I had 
lieea dead;" for these people are suligect to no su^ im- 
hftdlitica of nature. laasweredina feint voice, ^diat 
death would have been too great a happiness ; tfa$t 
idUioi^ i conkl not blame the atoemWy's eadrartatioii, 
or the urgeiKgr of his friends; yet in n^ weak and cop* 
nq[»t ja^pnent, I thought it might consist with reasoD 
to hate been fos vigorous: thi^I caiM aol swia a 
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league, and probably the nearest land to tbeiis raigbt be 
dbtaQt above a huudred : tbat mixay materials, Decenary 
for makkig a small vessel to carry me off, were wholly 
waDiiiig in tl^ country ; which however I would at- 
tempt, in obedience and gratitude to his honour, although 
I concluded the thing to be impossible, and therefor 
looked on myself as already devoted to destruction : that 
the certain |»rospect of an uunatui-al death, was the least 
of my evils : for, supposing I should escape with life by 
some strai^e adventure, how could I think with temper 
of passing my days among Yahoos, and relapsing into 
my old corruptions, for want of examples to lead and 
keep me within the paths of virtue : that I knew too 
well upon what solid reasons all the determinations of 
the wise How^nhnms were founded, not to be shaken 
by arguments of mine, a miserable Yt^oo; and therefore, 
after presenting him with my humble thanks for the 
eflbr of his servant's assistance in making a vessel, and 
desiring a reasonable time for so difficult a work, I told 
him I would endeavour to pi-eserve a wretched being ; 
and if ever I returned to England, was not without hopes 
of being use&tl to my own species, by celebrating the 
{Hraises of the renowned Hau^hnhnms, and proposing 
their vktues to the imitation of mankind." 

My mastei; in a few words, made me a very gracious 
reply; allowed me Uie space of two months to finish my 
boat ; and ordered the sorrel nag, my fellow-servant (for 
so at this distance I may presume to call him) to follow 
my instruction ; because I told my master, ^ that his 
help would be suffieient, and I knew he had a tendemess 
forme.'*" 

In his company, my first business was to go to that 
part of the coast where my rebellious crew had ordered 
me to be set on shore* I got upon a height, and looking 
on every side into the sea, fancied T saw a small kkan^ 
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toward the north-east : I took out mj pocket-glass^ and 
could then clearly distinguish it about five leagues of^ 
as I computed ; but it appeared to the sorrel nag to be 
only a blue cloud : for as he had no conception of any 
countij beside his own, so he could not be as expert in 
distinguishing remote objects at sea, as we who so much 
converse''^ in that element. 

After I had discovered this island, I considered no 
farther ; but resolved it should, if possible, be the first 
place of my banishment, leaving the consequence to for* 
Uine. 

I returned home, and consulting with the sorrel nag, we 
went into a copse at some distance, where I with my knife, 
and he with a sharp flint, fastened very artificially after 
their manner to a wooden handle, cut down several oak 
wattles, about the thickness of a walking staflT, and some 
larger pieces. But I shall not trouble the reader with 
a particular description of my own mechanics ; let it 
suffice to say, that in si:^: weeks time, with the help of 
the sorrel nag, who performed the parts that required 
most labour, I finished a sort of Indian canoe, but mudi 
lai'ger, covering it with the skins of Yahoos, well stitched 
together with hempen threads of my own making. My 
sail was likewise composed of the skins of the same ani- 
mals ; but I made use of the youngest I could get, the 
older being too tough and thick ; and I likewise provid- 
ed myself with four paddles. I laid in a stock of boil- 
ed flesh, of rabbits and fowls ; and took with me two 
vessels, one filled with milk, and the oUier with water* 

I tried my canoe in a large pond near my master's 
house, and then corrected in it what was amiss : stop- 



* Tliisis an uncommon use of the word, * converse ;• instead of the 
verb, the adjective is always employed in this sense ; as thu»— ' as ne 
wlio are so c<)aversact in that element.* S. 
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piDg all the chinks -with Ya1u)o*s tallow, till I fonnd it 
staunch, and able to bear me and my freight. And, 
irhen it was as complete as I could possibly make it, I 
bad it drawn on a carriage very gently by Yahoos to 
ihe seaside, under the conduct of the sorrel nag, and 
another servant. 

When all was ready, and the day came for my de- 
parture, I took leave of my master and lady aiid the 
whole family, my eyes flowing with tears, and my heart 
quite sunk with grief. But his honour, out of curiosity, 
and perhaps (if I may speak it without vanity) partly 
out of kindness, was determined to see me in my canoe ; 
and got several of his neighbouring friends to accompa- 
ny him. I was forced to wait above an hour for the 
tide, and then observing the wind very fortunately 
bearing toward the island' to which I intended to steer 
my course, I took a second leave of my master ; but as I 
was going to prostrate myself to kiss his hoof, he did me 
the honour to ^raise it gently to my mouth. I am not 
Ignorant how much I have been censured for mention- 
ing this last particular. Detractors are pleased to think 
it improbable, that so illustrious a person should de- 
scend to give so great a mark of distinction, to a crear 
lure so inferior as I. J^either have I forgotten how apt 
some travellers aie to boast of extraordinary favours 
they have received. But, if these censurers were bet- 
ter acquainted with the noble and courteous disposition 
of the Houyhnhnnis, they would soon change their 
opinion. 

I paid my respects to the rest of the Houyhnhnms in 
bis honour's company; then getting ioto my canoe, I 
pushed off from shorew 
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CHAP. XI. 

Hu author* s dangerous voyage. He arrives at New 
Holland^ hoping to settle there. Is wounded mtk an 
arrow by one rf the natives. Is seised and carried by 
force into a Portuguese ship. The great chHities cf 
iheeaptam. The aulher arrives at Engtand. 

I BEGAN this desperate voj^e on February 15, 1714- 
1 5, at i^oe o'clock in the morDiog. The wind was veiy 
fovourable ; however I made use at first only of my pad* 
dies; but considering I should soon be weary, and that 
the wind might chop about, I ventured to set up my lit* 
tie sail : and thus with the help of the tide I went at the 
rate of a league and a half an hour, as near as I coaM 
guess. My master and his friends continued on the 
shore, till I was almost out of sight; and I often heard 
the sorrel nag(ivho always loved me) cry ii^ out, ^ An^ 
iUa m/ha majah Yahoo ;"" ^ Takexare of thyself, gentle 
Yahoo.'' 

My design was, if posisible, to discover some smaH 
island uninhabited, yet sufficient by my labour to fur- 
nish mc with the necessaries of life^ which I would have 
thought a greater happiness, than to be first minister in 
the politest court of Europe ; so horrible was the idea 
I conceived of returning to live in the society, and 
under the government of Yahoos. For, in such a 
solitude as I desired^ I could at least enjoy my own 
thoughts, and reflect with delight on the virtues of those 
inimitable JEfof^^itftfiiit^, without any opportunity of de- 
generating into the vices and coniiptions of my own 
species. 
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The reader may remember what I related, when my 
crew conspired against me, and confined me to my 
cabin. How I continued there several weeks without 
knowing what course we took; and when I was put 
aAore in the longboat> how the sailors told me with oaths, 
whether tnie or firfse, « that they knew not in what part 
of the world we were.** However, I did then believe 
us to be aboiU 10 degi-ees southward of the Cape of 
Good Hope, or about 45 degrees southern latitude, as I 
gathered from some general words I overheard aipoDg 
Aem, being I supposed to the south-east in their intend- 
ed voyage to Madagascar. And although this were lit- 
tle better than conjecture, yet I resolved to steer my 
course eastward, hoping to reach the south-west coast of 
Hew Holland, and perhaps some such island as I desir* 
cd lying westward of it. The wind was full west, and 
by six in the evening I computed I had gone eastward 
at least eighteen leagues ; when I spied a verj small 
island about half a league ofl^ which I soon reached. It 
was nothing but a rock, with one creek naturally arched 
by the force of tempests. Here I put in my canoe, and 
climbing a part of the rock, I could plainly discover 
land to the east, extending from south to north, I lay 
all night in my canoe ; and repeating my voyage early 
in the morning, I arrived in seven hours to the south- 
east point of New Holland. This confirmed me in the 
opinion I have long entertained, that the maps and 
charts place thb country at least three degrees more to 
the east than it really is ; which thought I communi- 
cated many years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Herman 
Moll, and gave him my reasons for it^ although he has 
rather chosen to follow other authors. 
* I saw no inhabitants in the place where I landed, and 
being unarmed, I was afraid of venturing far into the 
country. I found some shell-fish on the diore, and eat 
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them raw, dot daring to kindle a fire, for fear of being 
discovered by the natives. I continued three days feed- 
ing on oysters and limpits, to save my own provision ; 
and I f(»rtuaately >found a brook of excellent water, which 
gave me great relief. 

On the foiurth day, venturing out early a little too 
far, I saw twenty or thirty natives upon a height not' 
above five hundred yards from me. They were staik 
naked, men, women, and children, round a fire, as I 
could discover by the smoke. One of them spied me, 
and gave notice to the rest; five of them advanced to* 
ward me, leaving the women and children at the fire. . 
I made what haste I could to the shore, and getting int« 
my canoe shoved off: the savages, observing me retreat^ 
ran after me; and before I could get far enough into 
the sea, discharged an arrow, which wounded me deeply 
on the inside of my left knee ; I shall carry th^ mark to 
mj grave. I apprehended the arrow might be poisoned, 
and paddling out of the reach of their darts (being a 
calm day) I made a shid to suck the wound, and dreas 
it as well as I could. 

I was at a loss what to do, for I durst not return to 
the same landing place, but stood to the north, and was 
forced to paddle; for the wind, though very gentle, was 
against me, blowing north-west. As I was looking 
about for a 8eciu*e landing-^lace, I saw a sail to the 
north-north east, which appealing every minute more 
visible, I was in some doubt, whether I should wait for 
them or not ; but at last my detestation of the Y(ikoQ 
race prevailed; and turning my canoe I sailed and 
paddled together to the south, and got into the same 
creek whence I set out in the morning, choosing rather 
to ti'ust myself among these barbarians, than live with 
European Yahoos. I drew up my canoe as close as I 
could to the shore, and hid myself behind a stone by 
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the little brook, which, as I have already gaid, was ex- 
cellent water. , 

The ship came within half a league of this creek, and 
sent her longboat with vessels to take in fresh water 
(for the place, it seems, was very well known ;) but I 
did not observe it, till the boat was almost on shore ; and 
it was too late to seek another hiding place. The sea- 
men, at their landing, observed my canoe, and rummag- 
ing it all over, easily conjectured that the owner could 
not be far off. Four of them, well armed, searched 
every cranny and lurking hole, till at last they found ^ 
me flat on my lace behind the stone. They gazed a . 
while in admiration at my strange uncouth dress : my 
coat made of skins, my wooden soled shoes, and my fur- 
red stockings; whence however they concluded, I was 
not a native of the place, who all go naked. One of the 
seamen, in Portuguese, bid me rise, and asked who I 
was. I understood that language very well, and getting 
upon my feef;>Md, '' I was a poor Yahoo banished from 
the Homfhnhnms, and desired they would please to let 
me depart." They admired to hear me answer them in 
their own tongue, and saw by my complexion, I must be 
a Eiu'opean ; but were at a loss to know what I meant 
by Yahoos^ and HouyknhnmSy and at the same time fell 
a laughing at my strange tone in speaking, which resem- 
bled the neighing of a horse. I trembled all the while 
betwixt fear and hatred. I again desired leave to depart, 
and was gently moving to my canoe ; but they laid hold 
of me, desiring to know, " what country I was of ? 
whence I came ?" with many other questions. I told 
them, " I was born in England, whence I came about 
five years ago, and then their country and ours were at 
peace. I therefore hoped they would not treat me as 
an enemy, since I meant them no harm, but was a poor 
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Yako&i seeking some desolate place where to pass the 
remainder of his unfortunate life." 

When thej began to talk, I thought I never heard or 
saw any thing so unnatural ; for it appeared to me ai 
monstrous as if a dog or a cow should speak in Englsoid, 
or a Yahoo in HouyhrJwmUmd, The honest Portu- 
guese were equally ama?.ed at my strange dress, and the 
odd manner of delirmng my words, which howevar 
iliey understood very welL They spoke to me with 
great humanity, and said, '^ they were sure the detain 
would carry me p-atis to Lisbon, whence I might returo 
to my own country; that two of the seauien would g« 
back to the ship, inform the captain of what they had 
seen, and receive his orders ; in the mean time, unless 
I. would give my scdemn oath not to fly, they would se- 
cure me by force." I thought it best to com{dy wk^ 
Uieir proposal. They were very curious to know my 
story, but I gave them very little satisfaction ; andifaey 
all conjectured, that my misfortunes had impakred ray 
reason. In two hcHirs the boat, which went loaden with 
vessels of water, returned with the captain's commsmd to 
fetch me on board. I fell on my knees to preserve my 
liberty ; but all was in vain, and the n^n, havii^ tied 
me with cords, heaved me into the boat, whence I was 
taken into the ship, and thj^e into the captain's calnn. 

His name was Pedro de Mendez ; he was a veiy 
courteous afid..genefoud^ person. He entreated me to 
give some account of myself, and desired to know what 
I would eat or drink ; said, '^ I should be used as wtA 
as himself;" and spoke so many obliging things, that I 
^wondered to find such civilities fi'om a Yahoo* How* 
ever, I remained silent and sullen ; I was ready to fttiot 
at the very smell of him and bis men. At last I desired 
something to eat out of my own canoe; but be <Nrdercd 
me a chicken, and some exceUent wine, and then direct- 
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ed tbat I should be pat to bed io a very clean cabk. I 
would aot undress mysetf, but lay on the bedclothes, and 
io half an hour stole out, when I thought the crew was 
at dinner, and getting to the ^de of the ship, was going to 
leap into the ses^ and swim for my life, rather than con- 
tinue among Yahoos. But one of the seamen prevented 
qae, and having informed the captain, I was chained to 
my cabin. 

After dinner Don Pedro came to me, and desired to 
know my reason for so desperate an attempt ; assured 
me, '' he only meant to do me all the service he was 
a^le;" and spoke so very movingly, that at last I de- 
scended to treat him like an animal which had some lit- 
tle p(»rtion of reason. I gave him a very diort relation 
of my voyage : of the conspiracy against me 'by my own 
men ; of the country where they set me on shore, and 
of my five years residence there. All which he looked 
upon, as if it were a dream or a vision ; whereat I took 
great dfence ; fur I had quite forgot the faculty of lying, 
80 peculiar to Yahoos^ in all countries where they preside, 
and consequently, the disposition of suspecting truth in 
others of their own species. I asked him, ^' whether it 
were the custom in his country to say the thing which 
was not ?^' I assured him, '' I had almost forgot what he 
meant by falsehood, and if I had lived a thousand years 
in Hou^whnmkmd^ I shoiUd never have heard a lie 
from the meanest servant ; that I was altogether indiffe- 
x&xt whether he believed me or not; but however, in 
return for his favours, I wcmld give so much allowance 
to the ccnruption of bis nature, as to answer any objec* 
tioQ he would please to make, and then he might easily 
ditfcover the truth* 

The captain, a wise man, after many endeavours to 
catch me tripping in some part of my story, at last b^aa 
to have a better opdioD of my veraci^. But be add- 
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ed, " that since I professed so Snyiolable ao attachment 
to truth, I must give him my word and honour to bear 
him company in this Toyage, without attempting any 
thing agaiust my life ; or else he would continue me a 
prisoner till we arrived at Lisbon." I gave him the 
promise he required ; but at the same time protested, 
*^ that I would suffer the greatest hardships, rather than 
return to live among Yahoos.^'* 

Our voyage passed without any considerable accident. 
In gratitude to the captain, I sonietimes sat with him at 
his earnest request, and strove to conceal my antipathy 
against humankind, although it often broke out ; which 
he suffered to pass without observation. But the great- 
est part of the day I confined myself to my cabin, to 
avoid seeing any of the crew. The captain had often en- 
treated me to strip myself of iny savage dress, and ofifer- 
ed to lend me the best suit of clotlies he had. This I 
would not be prevailed on to accept, abhorring to cover 
myself with any tiling that had been on the back of a 
Yahoo, I only desired he would lend me two clean 
shh'ts, which, having been washed since he wore them, I 
believed would not so much defile me. These I chang- 
ed every second day, and washed them myself. 

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5, 1715. At our landing 
the captain forced me to cover myself with his cloak, to 
prevent the rabble from crowding about me. I was con- 
veyed to his own house ; and at my earnest request he 
led me up to the highest room backwards. I conjured 
him " to conceal from all persons what I had told him of 
the Houyhnhnms ; because the least hint of such a story 
Would not only, draw numbers of people to see me, bat 
probably piit me in danger of being imprisoned, or burnt 
by the Inquisition." The captain pei-suaded me to ac- 
cept a suit of clothes newly made ; but I would not suf- 
fer the tailor to take my measure: however, Don Pedro 
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being ahnQBt of mj^dze, Hbey fitted me well encyogh.. 
He accoutred me with other necessaries, all oew» which 
I aired fcncLtweotj-four hoiirB» before I would use them* 

The captaiD had no wife, nor above diree servant^ 
none of which were suffered to attend at meals; and hia. 
«1m^ deportment was so obliging, added toa veij good 
human understanding, t|iat I really began to tolerate bis 
company. He gained so far upon me that I ventured 
to look out of the back window. By degrees I wis 
forooght into anoth» room, whence I pe^ed into the 
street, but drew my head back in a £n^t In a week's 
time he seduced me down to the door. I found my ter- 
ror gradually lessened, but my iuitred and contes^t 
seemed to increase. I was at last -bold enough to w^ 
the street in his company, but kept my nose weUsti^ 
ped with rue, or sometimes with tobacca 

la ten days, Don Pedro, to whom I had given some 
account of my domestic affairs, put it upon me as a mat- 
ter (tf honour and conscience^ ^ that I ou^ to return to 
my native country, and live at home with my wife and 
children." He tdd me, "" there was an English sh^ in 
the port just ready to sail, and he would furnish me with 
all things necesMury." It would be tedious to repeat hfe 
aii^iments, and my contradictions. He aaid, it was alto- 
gether impomiMe to find such a sectary island as I bad 
desired to live in; but I might command in my own 
house, and pass my time in a manner as reduse as J 
pleased-'V 

I eooqpiied at last, Aiding I could oot do better. I 
left lasbon the 24th day of Noveiriiei:^ io an EagUsb 
merdiantmsm, but, who was the master, I never in^r«. 
ed. Don Pedro accompanied me to the ship, and lent 
me twenty pquuds. He took Idnd leave of me, and 
embraced me at partif^ which I bore aft well as I could. 
filing tbja last Toy^^ I bad no commm^ with the 
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master, or any of his men; but, pretending I was sick, 
kept close in ray cabin. On the 5th of December, 1715, 
we cast anchor in the Downs, about nine in the morn- 
ing, and at three in the afternoon I got safe to my house 
at Redriff. 

My wife and family received me with great surprise 
add joy, because they concluded me certainly dead; 
but I must freely confess the sight of them filled me only 
with hatred, disgust, and contempt ; and the more, by 
reflecting on the near alliance I had to them. For 
although, since my unfortunate exile from the Hma/hn- 
knm counuy, I had compelled myself to tolerate the 
si^l of Yahoos^ and to converse with Don Pedro de 
Mendez ; yet my memory and imagination were per- 
petually filled with the virtues and ideas of those ex^ 
alted Houyhnhnms. And when I began to consider, 
that by copulating with one of the Yahoo species I bad 
become a parent of more, it struck me with the utmK)st 
shame, confusion^ and horror. 

As soon as I entered the house, my wife took me la 
her arms, and kissed me ; at which, having not been 
used to the toudi of that odious animal for so many 
years, I fell into a swoon for almost an hour. At the 
time I am writing, it is five years since my last return 
to England : during the first year, I could not endure 
my wife or c^ldren in my presence; the very smelt of 
them was intolerable ; much less could I suffer them to 
^eat in the same room. To this hour they dare not pre- 
sume to touch my bread, or drink out of the same cap ; 
neither was I ev^ able to let one of them take me by 
the hand. The first money I hid out was to buy twa 
young stone horses, which I keep id a good stable, and 
next to theaii the groom is my greatest favourite ; fiwr I 
feel my spirits revived by the smcH he contracts in the 
-stable. My horse? iifederstand me tolerably weH ; I con- 
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verse wHh ^em at least four hours every day. They 
are strangers to bridle or saddle; they live io great 
amity Kith me, and frieudsbip to each other. 



CHAP. XII. 

The author^s veracity. His design in publishing this 
work. His censure of those travellers who swerve 
from the truth The author clears himself from any 
sinister ends in writing. An objection answered. The 
ifuthod of planting colonies. His native country com- 
jnended. The right of the crown to those countries 
described by the author^ is justified. The diffimUy ef 
conquering them. The author takes his last leave of 
the reader ; proposes his manner cf living for the fu- 
ture ; gives good advicCy and concludes. 

THUS, gentle reader, I have given thee a faithful 
history of my travels for sixteen years and above seven 
months : n^hereio I have not been so studious of orna- 
ment, as of truth. I could perhaps, like others, have 
astonished thee ^rith strange improbable tales; but I 
rather chose to relate plain matter of fact, in the simr 
pleat manner and style ; because my pi-incipal design 
was to ioiform, and not to amuse thee. 

It is easy for us who travel into remote countries 
which are seldom visited by Englishmen or other Eu- 
ropeans, to form descriptions of wonderful animals both 
at sea and land. Whereas a travelki^s chief aim should 
1)6 to make men wiser and better, and to improve their 
minds by the bad, as well as good example, of what 
ihey deliver concerning f(»reign places. 
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I could heartily wish a law was enacted, that everjr 
trayeller, Vtfare he were permitted to publish his T07- 
agcsyiriiould be obl%ed to make oaCh before the Lord 
Hi^ Chanceltor, that all he intended to print was abso- 
lutely true to the best of his knowledge ; for then the 
world would no longer be deceived, as it usually is ; 
while some writers, to make their wfoks pass the better 
upon the public, impose the grossest falsities on the un* 
wary reader. I have perused several books of travels 
with great delight in my younger days; but havii^ since 
gone over most parts of the globe, and been able to coi^ 
tradict many fabulous accounts from my own observa^ 
tioo, it has given me a great disgust against this part of 
reading, and some indignation to see the credulity of 
mankind so impudently abused. Therefore^ since my 
acquaintance were pleased to think my poor endeavours 
might not be unaccepts^le to my country, I imposed 00 
jnyself as a maxim never to be swerved from, that I 
would strictly adhere to truth ; neither mdeed can I be 
ever under the least temptation to vary from it, while I 
fetaiu in my mind the lectures and example of my noble 
master and the other illustrious HouyhgJmms, of whom 
I had so loQo; the honour to be an humble hearer. 



-A^€c si mistnim FartuTia Sinonem 



Finxity vanum e^Mtn, mmdactmque imfnhafinget. 

I know very well, how little reputation is to be gat 
by writings, which require neither genkis nor learning, 
ttOT indeed any other talent, except a good memory, or 
an exact journal, I know likewise, that wiiters of tra> 
yels, like dictionary-mak^n^, are sunk into oblivion by 
the wei^ and bulk of those who come last, and there* 
fore lie uppermost. And it is highly piobsy[>le, that such 
travellers, who shall hereafter visit the countries descii|h 
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ed in Uib work of mine, may, by detectii^ my errors, (if 
there be any) and adding many new.disooveries of their 
own, justle me out of vogue, and stand in my place, 
making the world forget that ever I was an author. This 
indeed would be too great a mortification, if I wrote for 
fame-: but as my sols intention was the public good, I 
cannot be altogether disappointed. For who can read 
of the virtues I have mentioned in the glorious Houyk^ ^ 
JmmSy without being ashamed of his own vices, when he 
considers himself as the reasoning, governing animal of 
his country ? I shall say nothing of those remote nations, 
where Yahoos preside ; amoi^ which the least corrupted 
are the Brobdingnagians ; whose wise maxims in mora- 
lity and government it would be out happiness to ob- 
serve. But I forbear descanting fartlier, and rather leave 
the judicious reader to his own remarks and application^. 
I am not a little pleased, that this work of mine can 
possibly meet with no censurers : for what objections cad 
be made against a writer, who relates only plain facts, 
that happened in such distant countries, where we have 
not the least interest, with respect either to trade or ne- 
gotiations? I have carefully avoided every fault, with 
which common writers of travels are often too justly 
charged. Besides, I mcddte not the least with any 
party, but write without passion, prejudice, or ill-will 
against any man, or number of men whatsoever. I write 
for the noblest end, to inform and instruct mankind ; 
over whom I may, without breach of modesty, pretend 
to some superiority, from the advantages I received by 
conversing so long among tlie most accomplished Hom/knr 
hmns, I write without any view toward profit or 
praise. I never sufler a word to pass, that may look 
like reflection, or possibly give the least offence, even 
to those who are most ready to take it. So that I hope^ 
I may with justice pronounce myself an author perfectly 
p 2 
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MamelesB ; against whom the trSies of answerers, coi^ 
iftderers, observers, reflectors, detectors, remarkers, irill 
sever be able to find matter for exercising their talents. 

I confess, it was whispered to me, ^ that I was bound 
in duty, as a subject of England, to have given in a me^ 
tinorial to a secretary of state at my first coming over $ 
because, whatever lands are discovered by a subject, be- 
long to the crown." But I doubt, whether our coi>- 
quests, in the countries I treat of, would be as easy ds 
those of Ferdinando Cortez over the naked Americans^ 
The LUlijndianSy I tlunk, are hardly worth the pharge of 
a fleet and army to reduce them ; and I question whether 
it might be prudent or safe to attempt the Brobdin^ 
fvagiam. Or whedier an English army would be much 
lat their ease, with the flying Island over their heads. 
The Hmyhnhmns indeed appear not to be so well pre^ 
pared for war, a science to which they are p^eet stran* 
gers, and especially against missive weapons. Howeveiv 
supposing mysdf to be a minister of state, I could never 
give my advice for invading them. Their pm^nce, 
unanimity, unacquaintedness with fear, and their lov« of 
(heir country, would amply supply all defects in the 
military art. Imagine twenty thousand of them break-^ 
ing into the midst of an Europiean army, ecmfounding 
the ranks, overturning the carriages, battering the war- 
tiors' faces into nramray by terrible yerks from their 
hhider hoofs ; for they would well deserve the character 
g^ven to Augustus, ^jRecdlcUrat undique iulus. But, in* 
sjtead of proposats for conquering that magnanimous na- 
lion, I rather wish they were in a capacity, or deposi- 
tion, to send a sufficient number of thek idiabitanta fee 
civilizing Europe ; by teaching us the first jMrinciples of 
honour, justice, truth, temperance, public spirit, fortitude^ 
chastity, friendship, benevolence, and fidelity. The 
names oi all ^j^h virtues are stiUretuned toong us itt 
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most laogttiges, aod are to be met with io modero, as 
weH as ancient autfaon; whkh I un able ta assert from 
my own small reading. 

But I had another reason, which made me lets for- 
ward to enlarge his majesty's ifeininioo^ by mydiscove* 
lies. To say the troth, I had concdred a few scruples 
with relation to ^ distrihutive justice of princes upoa 
drode occasions. For instance, a crew of pirates are 
driven by a storm they know not whither ; at length a ' 
b<^ discovers land from the topmast; they go on shore 
to rob and plunder ; they see a harmless people, are en- 
fertained with kindness ; they give the country a new 
name ; they take formal possession of it for their king ; 
ihQr set up a rotten i^ank or a stone for a memorial ; 
they murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring 
jaway a couple more, by force, for a sample, return home 
. . jtod get their pardon. Here commences a new dominion 
t't^ acquired with a title by ^Hvine inght. Ships are sent 
. .' widi the first opportunity ; the natives driven out orde- 
^ stroyed ; their princes tortured to discover their gold ; a 
^ ^'k^ license given to all acts of inhumamty and lust, the 
'*. earth reeking with the blood of its inhabitants t and this 
-?■' execrable crew of butchers, employed in so pious ^n ex- 
.y ^^^fiedition, is a modem colony, sent to convert and civifize 
>' ah idolatrous and barbarous people. 

But AfiB desdription, I confess, does by ik> means af 

. .. fbct the British nation, who may be an example to the 

. . whole world for their wisdom, care, and justice in plant- 

:itig colonies; their liberal endowments for the advance- 

: meat of religion and learning; their choice of devout 

and able (Mators to propagate chri^ianity ; their caution 

in stocking their provinces with people of sober lives and 

conversations^ from this the mother kingdom ; their strict 

regard to the distribution of justice, in supplying the 

dvS administration through all their c(donies with offi- 
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cers of the greatest abilities, utter strangers to Gorruj^tion ; 
and to crowQ alU by sending the mort vigilant and vir* 
tuouB govemors, who have no other views than the hap- 
piness of . the people over whom they preside, and the 
honour of the king their master. 

But as those countries, which I have described, do 
not appear to have any de^re of being conquered, and 
eittlaved, murdered or driv^i out by colonies; nor 
abound either in gold, silver, sugar, or tobacco; I did 
humbly conceive, they were by no means proper objects 
of our zeal,* our valour, or our interest. However, if 
those, whom it xnore concerns, think fit to be of anotheF 
opinion, I am ready to depose, when I shall be law&lly 
called, that no European did ever visit these coimtries 
before me. I mean, if the inhabitants ought to be be- 
lieved, unless a dispute may arise concerning the two 
Yahoos^ said to have been seen many years ago, upon a 
mountain in Uam^hnknm land. 

But, as to the formality of taking posses^n in my * 
sovereigB's name, it never came once into my thoughts; 
and if it had, yet, as my affairs then stood, I should per- 
haps in point of prudence and self-preservatien, have put 
it off to a better opportunity. 

Having thus answered the only objection that can 
ever be raised against me as a traveller, I here take a 
final leave oi all my coturteous readers, and return to en- 
joy my own speculations in niy little garden at Redriff; 
to apply those excellent lessons of virtue, whidi I team- 
ed among the Houyhhhmns ; to iustnust the Yahoos of 
my own family, as far as I shall find them docible ani^ 
roals; to behold my figure often in a glass, and thu% if 
possible, habituate myself by time to tolerate d^e sight 
of a human creature : to lament the brutsdity of Hou^Jm- 
hnms in my own country, but always treat their persons 
with respect, for the s^e of my noble master, bis liamilyi 
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bis hk^ and the whole Boi^Jbibtm race, whom diese 
of oaiB have the honour to reaemUe in all their linea* 
meso/tBf however th^ iotdleetiiah came to degoausnrte. 

I began last woek to pemit my ifife to sit at dinner 
with me, at the farthest end of a long td>le$ and to 
answer (but with the utmost tMrerity) the few questions I 
asked h^. Yet, the smeU of a Fo^ tontinning rerjr 
off^Bsire; I alwi^s keep my nose well st<^iped with rue, 
larender, or tobacco leaves. And, althoi^h it be hard 
fer a man late in Ufe to remove old habits, I tm not 
allogeth^ out of hopes, in some time^ to sulfer a nei^ 
hour Tahoo in my company, wiUiout the af^pr^mdoiii 
I am yet under of his teeth or Us daws. 

My reconcilement to the Yahoo kind in general m%fat 
j)ot be so difficult, if they would be content with those 
vices and folto only, which nature has entitled them 
to. I am not in the least provoked at the dght of a 
lawyer, a pickpocket, a cdooel, a fool, a lor4 ^ garner 
sler, a politidaD, a whoremonger, a phyddan, an evi- 
dence^ a suborner, an attcnmey, a traitor, or the like ; 
this is all acccNrding to the due course of things : but 
when I behold a lump of def<»rmi^ and diseases, both in 
body and mind, smitten with pride, it immediately breaks 
tttt th^ measures of my patience ; neither shall I be ever 
able to comprehend how such an animal, and such a vice, 
could tally tcigether. The wise and vhrtuous Houykip'. 
bnme^ who abound in all excellencies that can adorn a 
aational creature, have no name for this vice in their 
language ; which has no terms to ejcpress any thing that 
is evil, except those whereby they describe the detesta- 
ble quafities of their Yahoos ; among which they were 
not able to distinguish this of pride, for want of tho- 
roughly understanding human nature, as it shows itself 
io other countries, where that animal presides. But I^ 
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wbo bad more experience, could pkdiily obBcnre Gome 
judimenU of it axDuog the wild Takoc6. 

But the HmiyhUmma^ who live under the goveromeot 
of reason, &re no oiore pfoud o£ the good ipi^HUed they 
potBess, than I sbooid be for not wanting a 1^ or anans; 
which no man in hi& wiiB would boast o^ although he 
must be miserable without them. I dwell the Hmger 
upon this subject) from the desire I have to make the 
society of an Engli^ Yahoo^ by any. means not insupport^ 
able ; -and therefore I here entreat those, who have iinj 
tincture of this absurd vice, that they will not- presume 
to come in my ^ht. 

«^4i To mortify pride, wUch iodeed was not made to man, and 
produces not only the most ridiculous follies, but the most exlensiye 
cala«n*it7, appears to have been one general view of the author hi 
every part of these traTek. Fertonal'StreQi^ and beaoty» the wite- 
iiom and tiie virtue of madiind, become objects not of pride but of hu- 
mility, in the diminutive stature and contemptible weakness <tf the 
IMUfuiiam ; in the horrid deformity o^the BrohdingrmgianSt io tb^ 
Jeamed foQy ofthe Lofmtums^ and in tiie panlleldrawn betVKQ owr 
manoers and thoaa of the Hvuyhnknms. H. 



FINIS. 



t. S. VAN WrNKLK, PR1N*«R, 
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